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i
v . GREETINGS

From Your

PRESIDENT

Years ago | was planning to take the tile robot to
the local parade. He mounted in the loader buck-
et and waved and shot water at people. We had
started doing septic systems so | thought, “I have
this old toilet in the barn, | can set it in the back-
hoe bucket with a sign so people know we do
septic systems.” But plans changed and the hoe
stayed home, with the toilet sitting by the shop
door. We didn’t have an office yet, and | thought
that we could build a restroom. | mean, we al-
ready had the toilet. Halfway there, right? So |
told my guys the plan, and Steve says, “Yeah, ex-
cept for that crack in the bowl.” | didn’t remem-
ber any crack so | knelt by the toilet and inspect-
ed the outside — looked okay there. | lifted the lid
and stuck my face up close only to fine that
someone had “used” the toilet. | was totally
grossed out, Steve and Dan are laughing and fall-
ing over each other. Then, it got worse. Steve
walked to the toilet, pulled out the “evidence”
and took a bite out of it! The movie Caddyshack
came back to me, as | realized it was a Baby Ruth
bar. They had laid it on the dash of the truck for a
couple days in the heat. UFF-DA.

| was often the target of Steve’s jokes. They were
hilarious, and | made sure they were always safe,
and not on the job site. But safety on the job is
never a joke. Part of why | belong to MNLICA is
for the safety meetings, like the one on the 3" of
April. Of course, you can always use the “Toolbox
Talks”, also part of your MNLICA benefits. As we
head into the busy spring season, remember to
make safety job one or your business might get
flushed down the drain!

Stu Frazeur, MNLICA President
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MINNESOTA LICA MEMBERS VISIT THE CAPITOL

Members in attendance were: Stu Frazeur, Dallas Loken,
Mark Morreim and Everett Garlisch

Topics for Discussion included: 24 Week Paid Leave, Carbon Free by 2040, Gov. Waltz’s Electric vehicle mandate by
2035, Budget Surplus, Recreational Marijuana, Drainage Work Groups work on the new registry with BWSR and also
WOTUS.

Above: Stu Frazeur, Rep. Dawn Gillman, and
Everett Garlisch

On February 9" four MNLICA members went to the
state capitol and met with 11 legislators. We met with
Representative Dawn Gillman of Dassel. As a fresh-
man representative she is just getting to know how
things work up at Saint Paul. Everett Garlisch and
Stu Frazeur met with her, going over the list of is-
sues. We learned that she was appointed to the
committee on Environment and Natural Resources
Finance and Policy. This was a good thing as that
committee was the first committee that heard House
File 2354. The first hearing was on March 2". Since
MNLICA had met with Representative Gillman, Pres-
ident Frazeur called Representative Gillman’s office
on the 1st and reiterated that “repairs” must be ex-
cluded from the bill. HF2354 will require the BWSR
to establish a searchable database of public drain-
age projects (basically county tile/ditch improve-
ments) going on in the state. It is based on a bill that
was introduced last year that would have included
repairs in the portal. MNLICA does not expect this
year’s version to affect contractor members. Other
groups such as the Farm Bureau note that this will
be a step towards more push back on drainage and
agriculture from the environmentalist groups and op-
pose the bill.

Submitted by Stu Frazeur

@ y
Above: Dallas Loken, Sen. John Jasinsky
and Mark Morreim

The first person | met with was Marj Fogelman (21
B) from Jackson, MN. She said that the Republi-
cans would like to cut the tax rates. But there was
no way to reason with the Democrats. The next
best thing was to give it back in grants for people
that really need it, like small cities, counties and
townships for infrastructure. Then Dallas Loken
had mentioned that it would be nice to help local
fire departments and ambulance services in small
communities, which was a very good idea. When
meeting with Chris Swedinski and Paul Torkelson,
Paul had said that they had a small cities grants
for communities of more than 5,000 people a few
years ago, so the municipality under 5,000 was
left in the dust. So, it would be nice to help them
out this round. The most interesting legislator was
Dawn Gillman from Dassel. She had a big NRA
sign hanging above the door to her office, ring in
her nose if | remember right and tattoos all

over. First thing she says is, I'm not your normal
looking republican, | believe in God and | drive a
Harley Davidson. Stu says ALL RIGHT. We are
on the same page. She and her husband owned
a boat lift company with 40 - 50 employees, they
understood struggles of small business and how
legislation can impact us. | think it was nice to let
them know how our organization feels that pro-
posed legislation would affect us. Whether we
accomplished anything or not that's in God's
hands. At least we tried.

Submitted by Everett Garlish
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Above: Stu Frazeur, Mark Morreim, Rep. Peggy Bennett, Dallas Loken & Everett Garlisch

Above: Mark Morreim, Everett Garlisch, Rep. Paul Torkelson, Stu Frazeur, Rep. Chris Swedinski & Dallas Loken

MNLICA was also featured on the “Linder Farm Network” radio program
concerning the capitol visit and the organizations views on the
Carbon Free Energy by 2040 bill.
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becoming increasingly aware of the legal and permitting challenges
created by wetlands, drainage, and conservation compliance. @ PUBLIC DRAINAGE
Working with a team of attorneys experienced in navigating the a COMPLIANCE
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NATIONAL WINTER CONVENTION & CON-EXPO

The 2023 National Convention was held in Las Vegas at Harrah’s Resort, March 11" through the 13"™. MNLICA was
represented by Executive Director Jenny Breberg, President Stu Frazeur, and Delegate Don Loken, and Delegate
and Past National President Nordis Estrem. Joyce Johns was also in attendance.

The executive board met on the 11" with the full convention beginning on the 12™. During this day the com-
mittees met and discussed various issues. Director of Government Relations Nick Yaksich led the Legislative Com-
mittee. Other committees met on the topics of Education and Technology, Water Table Management, Executive
Directors, By-Laws, Conservation and Excavation, Ladies / Devotions, Nominating, Convention, Long-Term, On-Site
Waste, and Safety and Insurance. Don Loken was the chairman of the Safety and Insurance Committee.

On the afternoon of the 12" saw the membership and policy meetings, followed by Region Meetings, of which
Minnesota is in Region 4. There was discussion concerning the Wisconsin Chapter which currently does not have
an executive director. It was decided that while the leadership in Wisconsin remains in question that the neigh-
boring states will offer the Wisconsin members the ability to register for seminars and functions at in-state mem-
ber rates.

Monday, the 13" the Delegates Meeting with Nordis Estrem and Don Loken acting as delegates was held followed
by the Board Meeting. Later at the President’s Reception Dave Gallahan of Virginia was installed as the new Na-
tional President. Tony Cain of Indiana was installed as Vice President.

Con-Expo started on the 14™ of March. LICA had a booth right inside the entrance of the west hall. Jerry Busio,
Allison Hack, and Caroline Krug were in the booth along with a number of members.

It was agreed that this was one of the best conventions in years, with spirited discussion occurring in all of the
committee meetings. The next LICA meeting will be in Lincoln, Nebraska from July 11" through the 15".

Submitted by Stu Frazeur, MNLICA President

Below: Group picture of Members a}'tending Con-Expo
. » ‘

Land improvoament
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View of the LICA booth at Con-Expo
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BEYOND DEDICATED.

>WE'RE ALL IN.

/]
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to construct a reliable
business.
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Executive Directors Report

As | am preparing this newsletter, we are yet again digging out from the most recent snow-
storm. Question now is when will it end? Although we have seen the first Robins of spring,
they didn’t bring the warm weather with them. But, remember now is the time to prepare your
equipment for the summer season ahead and have the safety talks with your employees. LICA
members have been busy since our Convention. There was the Capitol trip, the National Con-
vention in Las Vegas, followed by Con Expo and the upcoming safety meeting. We will be
awarding our scholarships shortly so be watching for that in the next newsletter. Members
that attended the State Capitol brought attention to many of the issues facing our industry and
the people of the state of Minnesota. Plans are underway for our next event, the Fall Fund-
raiser Sporting Clay and Golf Day. As soon as plans are finalized | will get that information out
to the members. Make sure to also check out the Golf Day to raise funds for the Veterans’
Education Foundation. Remember to utilize the benefits that are part of your membership.
These benefits can be viewed on the National LICA web site. Lets hope that the snow goes
away soon, but not too fast to cause flooding issues.

Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director.
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IT HAPPENED TO HIM.
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.

Watch online at ThreeSecondsLater.org

Watch the award-winning, first-person
account of a tragic drain tile accident and

its impact on a close-knit community.
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SAFETY MATTERS

Minimizing Caught-in or -between Hazards

Caught-in or -between hazards may cause injuries if a per- Ca ught-i n O r-

son is squeezed, caught, crushed, pinched or compressed

between two or more objects, or between parts of an ob-

ject. Such accidents can occur in any industry. Common betwee n haza rds

workplace conditions that can lead to caught-in or-between o

hazards include: Can occur In any
industry and m

e Working in unprotected excavations or trenches ’

e  Working near heavy equipment (e.g., bulldozers, fork- Iead to Se rl 0

lifts, dump trucks, excavators, compactors or cranes)

that can tip or fall injuries orcC

e  Working near collapsing walls during demolitions

e  Working with unguarded moving parts

e  Working between moving and stationary objects

Caught-in or -between hazards can be as dangerous as falls
or electrocution incidents, and may result in serious injuries
or death. Common outcomes associated with caught-in or -
between hazards include:

e Amputations

e Broken bones

e Internal injuries
e Strangulation

e Suffocation

To avoid injuries from caught-in or -between hazards on the
job, keep these safety tips in mind:

e Use equipment only once all safeguards are in place and
properly adjusted.

e Remain at a safe distance from machinery and equip-
ment when it’s in use.

e Avoid walking through designated work areas.

e Refrain from wearing loose clothing or jewelry while
using machinery or heavy equipment.

e Report any fallen, loose or damaged barriers.

e Avoid positioning yourself between moveable materials
and immovable structures.
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With historically high prices for corn and soybeans,
there has never been a better time to reinvest in land.
Together with drainage contractors across Minnesota,
ADS products and solutions help farmers improve
yields, increase farmable acres and create sustainable
water management solutions to ensure the long-term
success of their operation.

See our commitment to supporting Minnesota
contractors at

ADS® the ADS logo and the Green Stripe are registered
trademarks of Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. ™
© 2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 03/21 Our reason is water."
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SPECIALTY SALES & SERVICE
www.mitkollc.com

1954 N Linn Ave
New Hampton, |A 50659

Phone: 641-394-3141 | Fax: 641-394-38.23

We understand how hard you
work during the tiling season,
‘that's why we are out in the

field with you, answering

Y 4 . ; -
N questions, finding solutions
- anc} making sure you have pipe
iwhen and where you need it.
-Dig deep, go hard and count
: on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales

@PRINSCO 800.992.1725 prinsco.com E v ©Youluhe

PRECISIQN

Full Line of Surface Water Intakes

= B & 107 riser with patented 8 & 107
combination Tees, Also B round riser with
patented reducing Tee.

* Constructed of heawy-weaight, high-density
pohyethlena.

= Parts highly adjustable & interchangeakbile
with others on the market.

= Orifice plate placed at tee level of at
ground level,

= Exclusive locking device an each part,
* User friendly, priced effectivaby.

= Adaptor available 1o repair ofd metal
or broken intakes.

/- MID-TECH
SERVICES

Ag Drainage Equipment * Lasers * GPS

New Hampton, IA 50659
641-394-4756
www.midtechservices.com

) I
& Trimble.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land
Improvement Contractors Association. | understand
that | will receive all member benefits, and that they
will begin as soon as my application is approved and
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the National Land
Improvement Contractors of America.

Name:

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS

Spouse:

Company:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Cell:

Email:

Type of Business:

Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this
form to:

MNLICA

2570 130th Str

Dawson, MN 56232

Contractor Member $350.00
Associate Member $200.00
Retired Member $ 50.00

National & State Conventions

State & National Scholarship Awards

Newsletter Communication

Legislative Representation

Exchange of Ideas

Advertising

Friendship

Pride of Excellence

State and National Directories

U of M Accredited Trainings

MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings

Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings

Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program

Access to a Wide variety of Associate Members

for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all Areas of
Business

¢ Representation on the USDA’S State Technical
Committees

¢ Representation on the Environmental Issues
Council Which Works to bring Common Sense
into Government Actions in the Name of the Envi-
ronment

+ National LICA Contractor Magazine

¢ LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A
Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-Date
Information on OSHA Regulations)

+ Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection
Program

The LICA Portal

Sunbelt Rentals Discount

Petrocon Commodities Program

Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program

Cooper Tire Program

Machinery Trader Member Benefit Promotion, Buy

& Sell Equipment: Inventory Mgmt System, Premi-

um Hosted Website with Free Banner Advertising,

Ecommerce Benefit, Currency Benefit

Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits

LICA Discount for 2023 CONEXPO Education
Sessions

MASA Medical Transport Solutions
Health Insurance Plan World Insurance
Cleanfire Discount

LICA Beef Benefit

Busy Busy time tracking —Discounted
Big Switch Products—Discounted
ConX— Control your Labor —Discount
aQuiRE: Contractor Training
SpotCast: The Video Sticker

Space Pen

L R R SR R R R R R R 2R 2R R 2R 2

> & & & o o

> &

L ZER ZEE JER JEE JEE 2R 2R 2R JER 2




Page 16

MnLICA NEWSLETTER

COMMON SENSE & SAFETY

Serious accidents can happen when you
take safety for granted. Consider this situa-
tion: A man was adding fuel to his
lawnmower. He poured some gasoline,
then took a step back with the open fuel
can in his hand. Meanwhile, his neighbor
walked up behind him with a lit cigarette.
The can touched the cigarette and the ex-
plosion burned both men.

This accident was due to a lack of safety
awareness. The man with the fuel can
should have ensured there were no open
flames in the vicinity, while the man with
the cigarette should have checked that
there were no flammable materials present.
Taking things for granted often involves
multiple safety violations, such as poor
communication, not being alert and taking
unsafe risks. Making assumptions when it
comes to safety leads to serious accidents
and injuries.

Check and Double-check

Always check for proper safety precautions
and mechanisms, and double-check when
necessary.

Check tools for flaws or malfunctions before
using them. Do not assume they are fine
just because they were yesterday.

Look before you step out into an aisle, even
if power trucks and other equipment do not
usually travel there.

Never assume a situation is safe unless you
verify for yourself. For instance, do not
trust that a ladder that you come upon is
secured properly unless you double-check it
yourself.

Personality Traits Can Lead to Accidents

In a recent study of characteristics of

accident-prone employees, one of the person-
ality factors associated with repeated injuries
was self-assurance. These individuals are too
confident that nothing will go wrong, rather
than making sure safety procedures are fol-
lowed. Confidence is good while working in
hazardous conditions, but overconfidence can
make someone take unnecessary chances,
which often leads to accidents and injuries.
Another accident factor was found to be the
desire for dominance. Accident repeaters
tend to have decided opinions of their own,
and comparatively little regard for the opinions
of others or for safety rules. Just because you
are experienced or knowledgeable in a certain
area does not mean it is okay to ignore safety
precautions.

Safety for Everyone’s Sake

People who take safety for granted and think
that they know best are often the most prone
for accidents. It is important to remember that
safety is a group initiative, and that everyone
needs to follow safety precautions and avoid
taking risks to maintain a safe workplace.

If any misunderstandings or questions develop
concerning your job, clear them up right away
by consulting your supervisor.

NEVER TAKE SAFETY FOR GRANTED!
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RDD Equipment Co. is dedicated to building and ft-)stering the growth of our
customers, communities and the construction industry.

MINNESOTA | RDOEQUIPMENT.COM
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JANESVILLE TILE SUPPLY

Selling: ADS Drainage Tile & Fittings
Steel Culverts & Aprons
Always Semi-Load Direct-Ship Specials

Call Bob or Corey @ 507-461-2163 or 507-234-5553

414 South Main Street, Janesville, MN 56048

//ADS
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Educationa) Foundation
. Tor Veterans

Our brave Veterans have sacrificed so
much for our freedoms and now you have
an opportunity to give back. Men and
women in the military leave their homes
and families to fight for our country and
often times come back to civilian life with-
out a job. The LICA Educational Founda-
tion for Veterans was formed to help solve
this problem.

Through your golf registration and spon-
sorship, you are helping create a curricu-
lum to educate and train Veterans to
become heavy equipment operators.

—

LICA Educational Foundation for Veterans
3080 Ogden Ave., Suite 300; Lisle, IL 60532
Phone: (630) 364-2778

Email: ahack@hicaveteransfoundation.org
LICAVeteransFoundation,org

LICA Educational Foundation
For Veterans

Second Annual Fundraising
Golf Outing

Cantigny Golf Course
Wheaton IL

Monday, May 1, 2023

Registration: 9:00 am
Shot Gun Start: 11:00 am

Registration includes:
Golf, Cart, Balls, Lunch, Beverage,
Dinner & Prizes

Golf & Dinner $250.00
Dinner only $100.00

You can also sponsor a Green or Tee
with sign / Sponsor Lunch/ Sponsor
Dinner/ Sponsor Beverage Cart/
Outing Sponsor

To Get all the information and
registration form go to:

LICAVeteransfoundation.org
Or Call:
Jenny at 320-226-6398 for more
information
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REMEMBERING & HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

y

This is Memorial Day,
In our land of the Free.

It’s because of those who sacrificed,
Who's graves you’re here to see!
They fought on foreign lands,
And across the open sea.
And paid the ultimate price
To keep you and | Free!

So put all things aside,

And honor this important Day,
Which we have dedicated
As our Memorial Day!

Happy Mother’s Day
A Mother gives her children stepping-stones to
the stars,
Her love is unconditional her heart has no bars.

A Mother teaches her children to be confident
and bold,
Her special love to her children is more valuable
than silver or gold.
A Mother picks up her children and wipes away
life’s tears,
She chases away monsters in the night and si-
lences their fears.
A Mother celebrates her children’s accomplish-
ments if life,
She hurts and cries with them when life brings
times of strife.
A Mother shares her love freely with her tender
loving way,
She grows more beautiful to her children with
each passing day.

Agri Drain
, gCGRF‘GP.ATIDN
America’s Most Complete Manufacturer

and Supplier of Water Management Products

1| Smar Duainags Syviem”

Bar Guard

Call for a FREE catalog or visit our website to view our full line of products.

B00-232-4742 = (41-742-5211 = www.agridrain.com
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Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379
sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

2023 Board Member Meeting Attendance

Area/Director Jan March June Aug Dec
Pres Stu Frazeur P P

VP Dallas Loken
Tres Mark Olsen
Chrmn Steve Vis
Mark Morreim
Karlen Nelson
Everett Garlisch
Brad Herickhoff
Mike Lehmann
Doug Breberg
Dee Ann Larson
Jesse James
Don Loken

Assc. Tim Dahl
Assc. Mike Kluck

U U U U U » U U U U » U » >» T
T U U U U U X» » U U U U T > T

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg

A = Absent P =Present C = Cancelled Meet

The Wolfe 540 Super Plow is
WOLFE'S BEST SELLING MACHINE

in the drainage industry

CAT 540 HP engine
Plows to 7 deep
Roads at 4.2 MPH
160,000 Ib final drives and air ride cab
3°15" Boots
15" and 18" dual wall

WOLFE

CALL US TODAY
1-800-736-3413
PLOWANDTRENCHER.COM
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LAYING THE .
GROUNDWORK
FOR TOMORROW

Your reputation is on the line with every
job you do. For 100 years, we've held
ourselves to the same standard.

When your tomorrow depends on a pipe

! C LSL, L ' | | =
ou can trust, count on Fratco for th
quality drainage products you need.

FRATCO.COM,/ 100
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PRESIDENT
Stuart Frazeur

Stu Frazeur Tiling
2776 200th Str
Canby, MN 56220

VICE PRESIDENT

Dallas Loken

Loken Excavating & Drainage
3695 Hoffman Drive NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

TREASURER

Mark Olsen

Big Woods Excavating LLC
12825 190th Street East
Nerstrand, MN 55053

CHAIRMAN of the Board

Steve Vis

Vis & Van Dyken Drainage LLC
685 30th Ave

Beaver Creek, MN 56116

MNLICA Executive Director
Jennifer Breberg

2570 130th Str

Dawson, MN 56232
mnlica2@gmail.com

Phone: 320-226-6398

Mark Morreim
Morreim Drainage Inc.
71610 263rd Street
Albert Lea, MN

Everett Garlisch
Eiden Farm Drainage
35127 746th Avenue
St. James, MN

DeeAnn Larson
Landscapgal LLC
3343 Union Lake Trail
Northfield, MN 55057

Jessie James

James Brother Construction
43963 43rd Str., PO Box 59
Elysian, MN 56028

Retired:

Don Loken

Loken Excavating & Drainage
3695 Hoffman Drive NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

2023 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA

Web-site: www.mnlica.org

Karlen Nelson

Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC
43480 County Road 4
Nicollet, MN 56074

Brad Herickhoff

Ag Tech Drainage, LLC
40536 US HWY 71

Sauk Center, MN 56378

Michael Lehmann
Air-Row Surveying LLC.
19184 State Hwy 22
Mankato, MN 56001

Doug Breberg
Larson Tiling, Inc
812 Oak Street
Dawson, MN 56232

Associates:
Tim Dahl - ADS

Mike Kluck—WA Group

March 23rd, 2023 - Spring Board Meeting, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 5:00 p.m.
April 3rd, 2023 - Safety Training, 8:30 a.m., Best Western Plus, New Ulm
June 15th, 2023, Summer Board Meeting, TBD
July 11th—15th, 2023 Summer National LICA Convention, Lincoln, NE

August 17th, 2023—Fall Board Meeting—TBD
September 2023—Scholarship Fund Raiser Event—TBD
December 7th, 2023—Winter Board Meeting—TBD
January 10th, 11th and 12th, 2024—Winter Convention - Best Western Plus,
New Uim, MN
February 13th—17th, 2024, National LICA Winter Convention
Virginia Beach, VA
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THE LICA CREED

Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,
the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man s joy and comfort,
the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,
the basis of factories,

the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,
and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land
will be the deciding factor in his survival.




