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NATIONAL LICA WINTER CONVENTION 

VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 
Minnesota LICA was well represented at the National 
LICA Convention held in Virginia Beach, VA, Febru-
ary 13-17th. The tours that were held before the meet-
ings and education session started were well attend-
ed. Thursday the attendees settled in for the educa-
tion sessions, the committee meetings and the busi-
ness of the delegate meeting and the LICA annual 
meeting.  
 
The persons attending were given the news that long 
time LICA executive director, Eileen Levy, will be re-
tiring later this summer. Eileen has spent 40 years 
serving the association. Lovingly, Eileen has become 
known as “Mother LICA.” She has witnessed many 
changes in the organization and in the industry. She 
will be greatly missed for her voice of reason, her 
contributions, and her friendship. We wish her the 
very best in the next chapter of retirement and future 
endeavors! 
 
In other news coming out of the Convention, it was 
announced that LICA Chapters had just been devel-
oped in the States of Tennessee and Texas. Jimmy 
Bynum and Janna Eggenschwiler with Garde Solu-
tions who bring experience with risk management 
solutions for the equipment manufacturing sector. 
Both were attending the convention, so many mem-
bers got to meet them. We welcome them and look 
forward to working with them as the newest state 
chapters! 
 
More exciting news was the announcement that a 
$14,000 donation to LICA was presented by Big Iron 
Auctions from the LICA Focus Auctions. Big Iron’s 
representatives were on hand not only to present the 
check, but facilitated the Live Auction held Friday 
Evening.  
 
In true LICA fashion, an impromptu challenge arose 
out the Auction activities. Over $8,000 was raised on 
challenges of participating in a Polar Plunge in the 
Atlantic Ocean. These proceed went to the LICA Edu-
cation for Veterans Program. The challenge grew and 
the next day, everyone met in the lobby of the hotel 
then proceeded out to the beach on a sunny but very 
cold and windy day, wind chill was said to be 30 de-
grees. At last count, 30 associates, members and 
family members lined up and plunged into the Atlan-
tic Ocean.  Those brave souls representing Minnesota 
were Dallas Loken and his daughter Addison, and 
Nordis Estrem! 

The Region meeting was also held during the con-
vention. Minnesota is part of Region 4. Discussion 
on loss of members, how to keep members and how 
to find new members was a big topic during this 
meeting. Also, how to revitalize our Chapters and 
how social media has to play a bigger part. As a re-
sult, the Executive Director’s were tasked with com-
ing up with a webinar for Region 4 members. This 
practice has been going on in New Jersey for a while. 
Work began and we now have a webinar scheduled. 
(See Front Cover and further instructions on Pg. 2)  
A new VP for Region 4 was elected at this meeting. 
Russ Peters, from Iowa, will be the new VP for Re-
gion 4. Congratulations Russ. A huge thank you goes 
to outgoing VP Chris Brauer, from Missouri. Chris 
has served his position well and will be missed at our 
Conventions and Events.  
 
We want to Congratulate Dallas Loken for being the 
1st place prize winner in the Draw Down Raffle that 
was held for the Education Foundation for Veterans. 
The first place winner was awarded $5,000!  
Congratulations Dallas! 
 
Looking forward; the Summer Meeting for LICA will 
be held July 9-13th, in Pittsburg, PA. Again, I encour-
age any MN LICA members to look into attending 
one or more of the National LICA events.  
 
On the horizon, Summer of 2025, Minnesota LICA 
will host the LICA Summer meeting!! It would be 
great to see a large number of MN LICA members at 
this meeting. Please watch for details coming out in 
the next year.  
 
Please see more pictures from the 2024 Winter Con-
vention in this Newsletter! 
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Above: Top State Awarded 
to Kansas 
Right: Award presented to 
outgoing President Dave 
Gallahan   
Le�: Contractor of the 
Year,  Steve Gerten, Ohio 
Not Pictured: Newly elect-
ed LICA  President Jeff 
Schell, Kansas 

Below: Polar Plunge  Right: Dallas & Addison Loken  
    before the Polar Plunge 
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MN LICA BOARD MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

MARCH 14, 2024, 5:00 PM 
BEST WESTERN PLUS  

NEW ULM, MN 

As 2023 has ended and 2024 has begun we  
always seem to reflect on the past year.  How 
did we do? What could we have done be�er? A 
friend of mine Aaron passed away this past 
summer before he could harvest his crop.  
Aaron had a saying,  
“Don’t look back you are not going that way.” 
 

I think of him o�en and though we were not 
close friends, I think about his message. Start 
the day with a smile, some humor or maybe 
just a deep breath knowing everything will be 
fine. It’s amazing how infec�ous a smile, a posi-
�ve a�tude can be to those you surround. It’s 
important to look where we are going not  
always where we have been.  
 

Our pa�ence gets tested every day. Whether it 
be, weather, equipment or staffing. Some of 
the best moments are teaching an employee a 
new task, or even when a plan comes together. 
I ask you to reflect on how you can help those 
around you? At the end of the day the ones 
that we help never realize what we are trying 
to do but they are in our thoughts. A�er all, 
their success is or success.  
 

I write these first paragraphs at the start of my 
presidency of MN LICA. We serve on this board 
to help everyone. If at any�me someone has 
thoughts or ideas my phone is always on. I 
hope this message find you well and safe trav-
els into 2024. 
Dallas Loken, MN LICA President 

Think Spring,  
BUT Remember 

Safety First
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2023 AWARDS 
22002233  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  

DDeeee  AAnnnn  LLaarrssoonn,,  LLaannddssccaappee  GGaall  

Dee has been very active in MN LICA as 
well as National LICA. After graduating 
from University of MN Waseca and work-
ing for several other companies, she start-
ed her own landscaping business. She does 
the designing, bidding, as well as installing. 
She also handles all the bookkeeping and 
setting up jobs for the next year. She can 
operate a dozer, an excavator, skid loader 
and dump truck. She is truly a Hands on 
Boss. CONGRATULATION TO DEE ANN. 
 
(Below) 
Her mom Nordis excepted the award for her at the 
banquet.  
 

22002233  AAssssoocciiaattee  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  
MMiikkee  KKlluucckk,,  WWAA  GGrroouupp  

  
  
  

Mike has only bee with MNLICA for a short 
time, but has gone above and beyond for this 
organization. Mike’s enthusiasm is truly  
Contagious. Mike is always willing to jump in 
and help as needed. Mike helped organize 
MNLICA’s participating and volunteering for 
the “Day of the Dozer” event which raises 
funds for Children’s Hospital.  Mike is  deter-
mined to  make sure everyone knows what 
LICA is about and why they would benefit from 
becoming a member.  CONGRATULATION!  

“Remember,  
all accidents  

are  
preventable!”
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MEXICAN CASSEROLE 
Submi�ed by: Nordis Estrem 

1# Ground Beef - place in skillet and brown and drain 
Put 1-package Taco Seasoning Mix -  dry onto drained ground beef and mix 
Use 9 x 13 cake pan: Add below ingredients and mix well, then add ground beef 
mixture. 
15 oz. frozen corn 
1 -  cup chunky salsa 
1 -  cup sliced black olives 
1 -  can kidney beans - drained 
1/2 cup tomato sauce 
Heat oven to 325° and bake covered for 1/2 
to 3/4 hour. 
May add cheese on top at the end.  
ENJOY! 

DATE: June 13 & 14, 2024 

LOCATION: St. Joseph's   
             College 
    Rensselaer, Indiana 
 
See licanational.com for complete 
information, under the event tab. 

Water management professionals will 
unite at the LICA Water Management   
Forum—an exclusive platform bringing  
together contractors, farmers, government 
officials, the education community, and 
other industry leaders in water manage-
ment solutions. The two-day event will 
overflow with opportunities for education, 
demonstration, networking, sponsorship, 
and  exhibition. 

The LICA Water Management Forum will 
take place at the historic St. Joseph’s  
College, centrally located in Rensselaer, 
Indiana. The beautiful campus features 
classrooms and a spacious auditorium for 
educational seminars, a foyer with  
floor-to-ceiling windows for indoor exhibits 
and social gatherings, and over ten acres 
of training ground for outdoor exhibits and  
demonstrations. 
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Safety  
isn’t expensive,  

it is
priceless.
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prinsco.com800.992.1725

We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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2017 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 

Pres Doug Breberg P P      

VP Mike Lehmann P P      

Tres Scott Hutton P A      

Chrmn Karlen Nelson P P      

East Bruce Bucknell A A      

East Dan Estrem P P      

East Don Loken P A     

East Mark Olsen A P      

West Stu Frazeur P P      

West Brad Herickhoff P A      

West Steve Vis              P P     

West Justin Wildfeuer A A      

Retired Jim Walker P P      

Assc Shaun MickelsonP A      

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken P P      

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken P P     

Prins Insurance/United Fire Half Page Ad 

Prinsco Quarter 
Page Ad 

Area/Director          Jan   March   June   Aug   Nov
	 P	 P	

	 P	 P

	 P	 P	

	 P	 A

	 P	 P

	 P	 A

	 P	 P

	 P	 A

	 P	 P

	 P	 P

	 P	 P

	 P	 P	

	 P	 A

	 A	 A

	 P	 P

2024 Board Member Meeting Attendance
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2022 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June Aug Dec 
 

Pres Stu Frazeur P P  A 

VP Dallas Loken P P P 

Tres Mark Olsen P P P 

Chrmn Steve Vis P P P 

Mark Morreim  P A P 

Karlen Nelson  A P P 

Everett Garlisch P P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A A 

Mike Lehmann  P P P 

Doug Breberg  P P P 

Dee Ann Larson P P P 

Jesse James  A P P 

Don Loken  P P P 

Assc. Tim Dahl  A A A 

Assc. Mike Kluck   P 

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg P P P 

 

Bowers Great Lakes Inter-
Drain Inc—Quarter Page Ad 

AGRI-DRAIN  
1/3 PAGE AD 
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COUNTRY ENTERPRISES 
QUARTER PAGE   

TITAN MACHINER  
1/4 PG 

 
 

MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org 
 

Check out the MNLICA web-site: 
Membership: Benefits: Applications: 

Directory & Map 
Scholarship Application: Ladies 

 Activities 
Newsletter Archive: Contact 

 Information 
Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: 

 National LICA 
 

Check out Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/ 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


