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Where do you wear your shirt?  Well, that 
would be on my body, right?  
I was packing for our convention and pulling 
my MNLICA shirts out and I got to thinking. 
Mostly, I just wear my shirt to conventions. 
But those people already know about  
MNLICA. We wear all kinds of shirts in the 
public to show our support, make a point, or 
to just be a part of something. Even during 
the tough seasons, the Vikings fans don’t 
quit wearing those jerseys. I’ve got shirts for 
4-H, Minnesota Pork Producers, Dordt  
College, tile and GPS companies, Canby 
Knowledge Bowl shirts and a couple of Red 
Onion shirts (Ice cream drive-in at Belgrade, 
MN). I wear them because they are things 
that I connect with. I wear them because 
they are things I want to succeed. Don’t we 
want that for MNLICA? I do! 
So wear the MNLICA shirts, to a ball game, to 
a local meeting, when bidding on a ribbon at 
the county fair. And next report we can talk 
about bumper stickers. 
 

Stu Frazeur, MN LICA President 

Attention:   
There are two scholarship opportunities. 
First, MN LICA scholarship, on page 3. 
You can also find the application on the 
website mnlica.org. Simply print the ap-
plication and submit with information 
requested to address on application.  
Application must be postmarked no later 
than March 1, 2023. 
Second opportunity is to apply for the  
National LICA Scholarship, which is 
found on the National LICA Website at  
www.licanational.com. These application 
are due no later than March 15th, 2023. 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTION, CONTACT 
ME AT 320-226-6398 

GOOD LUCK !!! 
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The busy and hot days of summer are here. I 
hope you are all paying a�en�on to the safety 
prac�ces concerning heat exposure.  
 
A few weeks ago the LICA Summer Mee�ngs 
were held in Lincoln, Nebraska. The tours were 
interes�ng (and tasty thanks to Baker’s Candies), 
the seminars were educa�onal, and the 
mee�ngs were good. Our Minnesota delega�on 
included Execu�ve Director Jenny Breberg, Don 
Loken and Joyce Johns, Dee Ann Larson and 
Nordis Estrem, and Renee and I.  
 
One of the big take‐a‐ways for me was that there 
are very few people using the Zywave Portal.  
This portal is easy to use and can really help with 
your safety programs. It is included in your mem‐
bership and is free to use.  
 
Another thing I enjoy at the mee�ngs is hearing 
what other states are doing. I recommend check‐
ing out other LICA state websites.  
 
It’s also great to see what fellow members are 
doing here in Minnesota. I urge everyone to look 
at FarmAmerica’s video on their drainage 
demonstra�on. You can search FarmAmerica 
drainage and it’ll come up with a photo of Karlen 
Nelson wearing his MNLICA shirt. The YouTube 
address is: h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vncQ1U1chy8&ab_channel=MinnesotaAgricult
uralWaterResourceCenter  
 

Karlen Nelson has been a great advocate for agri‐
culture, including the commodity groups, Farm 
Bureau, and MNLICA. He also is serving on the 
Minnesota Ag Water Resource Center, hence his 
appearance on the video.  He has served as a 
MNLICA state president and has visited the state 
capitol numerous �mes.  

It’s people like Karlen that really make a differ‐
ence for the rest of us in MNLICA. But our 
strength and inuence is in the team effort. If you 
would like to get more involved in MNLICA, please 
contact Jenny Breberg or any of the board mem‐
bers.  
Team work gets it done! 
 
Stu Frazeur, MNLICA State President 
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2023 AWARDS 
22002233  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  

DDeeee  AAnnnn  LLaarrssoonn,,  LLaannddssccaappee  GGaall  

Dee has been very active in MN LICA as 
well as National LICA. After graduating 
from University of MN Waseca and work-
ing for several other companies, she start-
ed her own landscaping business. She does 
the designing, bidding, as well as installing. 
She also handles all the bookkeeping and 
setting up jobs for the next year. She can 
operate a dozer, an excavator, skid loader 
and dump truck. She is truly a Hands on 
Boss. CONGRATULATION TO DEE ANN. 
 
(Below) 
Her mom Nordis excepted the award for her at the 
banquet.  
 

22002233  AAssssoocciiaattee  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  
MMiikkee  KKlluucckk,,  WWAA  GGrroouupp  

  
  
  

Mike has only bee with MNLICA for a short 
time, but has gone above and beyond for this 
organization. Mike’s enthusiasm is truly  
Contagious. Mike is always willing to jump in 
and help as needed. Mike helped organize 
MNLICA’s participating and volunteering for 
the “Day of the Dozer” event which raises 
funds for Children’s Hospital.  Mike is  deter-
mined to  make sure everyone knows what 
LICA is about and why they would benefit from 
becoming a member.  CONGRATULATION!  
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KAHN TILE SUPPLY 

 
1/8    pg 

  

BOARD MEETING WILL BE 
HELD THURSDAY, AUGUST 17, 2023  

AT THE BEST WESTERN PLUS, 
 NEW ULM AT 6:00 PM 

SAFETY TIP 
 

“SHORTCUTS  
CUT LIFE SHORT” 

“Shortcuts  
cut  

   life short ”
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US SUPREME COURT’S DECISION ON “WOTUS” 
 
On May 25, 2023, the Supreme Court of the United States released a decision addressing whether the Army 
Corps and Environmental Protec�on Agency’s Clean Water Act authority to regulate navigable waters that 
are  “waters  of  the  United  States”  (WOTUS)  extends  to  certain  wetlands  based  on  their  adjacency  to 
WOTUS. The Court’s decision focused on whether the federal government’s  jurisdic�on under the Act ex‐
tended to wetlands and streams that are  isolated, ephemeral, or not obviously connected to a navigable 
water – a ques�on the agencies and regulated community have struggled with since the last �me the Court 
considered  this ques�on over 17 years ago  in  the  joint cases of United State v. Rapanos and Carabell v. 
United States.  

The case in the Court’s recent decision concerns a family, the Sacke�s, who purchased a residen�al 
lot near Priest Lake, Idaho. A�er purchasing the property in 2004, the Sacke�s began placing sand and grav‐
el on  the  lot  in prepara�on  to build a home. However,  the EPA claimed  the  lot contained wetlands  that 
qualify as “navigable waters” regulated by the Act and ordered the removal of the sand and gravel. The EPA 
ordered the Sacke�s to restore the site, threatening penal�es of over $40,000 per day un�l the demands of 
the EPA’s restora�on order were completed. 

The Clean Water Act requires a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for any work that re‐
sults  in “the discharge of ll materials  into navigable waters.” The  term “navigable waters”  is dened as 
“waters of the United States” or “WOTUS”. WOTUS  includes tradi�onally navigable waterways, like rivers, 
streams, and lakes, tributaries to those navigable waterways, and wetlands “adjacent” to those waterways 
and tributaries.  

Sacke�’s property was separated  from Priest Lake by a strip of developed  lakefront homes and a 
bermed roadway. Regardless, the EPA classied the Sacke� wetlands as navigable WOTUS because the wet‐
lands were near a ditch that outle�ed into a creek, which owed into Priest Lake, a navigable lake located 
wholly within the state of Idaho. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed summary judgment in favor of 
the EPA’s claim of  jurisdic�on. Sacke�s appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, challenging the test used by 
the Ninth Circuit  to determine whether  the wetlands on  their property are navigable WOTUS within  the 
scope of the Clean Water Act. To resolve the dispute over the Act’s protec�on of the wetlands in the Sack-
e   case,  the  Supreme  Court  needed  to  establish  a  test  for  determining  whether  the  wetlands  were 
“adjacent” to Priest Lake.  

Prior  to  Sacke ,  three  Supreme  Court  cases  considered  the  Clean Water  Act’s  reach  over  non‐
navigable wetlands. The rst, U.S. v. Riverside Bayview Homes, Inc., held that the Act prohibits discharges of 
ll material in certain wetlands adjacent to navigable waters, even though the wetlands themselves are not 
navigable. The second, Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, deter‐
mined the Clean Water Act does not cover all wetlands, just those that are somewhat permanent and not 
isolated from other navigable waters. Finally, like Sacke , Rapanos v. U.S., focused on what it means for a 
wetland to be “adjacent to” a tributary or navigable waterway. The Court was not able to answer that ques‐
�on in 2006 conclusively because no single test gained support from a majority of Supreme Court jus�ces.  
Two jurisdic�onal tests for adjacent wetlands came from the Rapanos decision. The rst test, the con nu-
ous surface connec on test, concluded that a permit would only be required for discharging pollutants into 
wetlands with a “con�nuous surface water connec�on” to a regulated waterway that makes it “difficult to 
determine where the waterway ends and the wetland begins.” The second test, the signicant nexus test, 
stated that wetlands are “adjacent to” tradi�onally navigable water if those wetlands have a “signicant 
nexus,” meaning the wetland has a signicant effect on the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of 
regulated waterways.  
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Since 2006, the Ninth Circuit,  like many others, held that the EPA has  jurisdic�on under the Clean 

Water Act over wetlands that sa�sfy either the con nuous surface connec on or the signicant nexus test. 
The Sacke�’s pe��on for Supreme Court review challenged whether the signicant nexus test relied upon 
by the EPA violated the plain meaning of terms within the Clean Water Act. 

The majority opinion in Sacke , wri�en by Jus�ce Samuel Alito and joined by Jus�ces John Roberts, 
Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, and Amy Coney Barre�,  rejected  the signicant nexus  test and adopted 
the con nuous surface connec on test from Rapanos. The Court determined the EPA did not have jurisdic‐
�on over the Sacke�s’ property because the property does not have a con�nuous surface water connec‐
�on with Priest Lake. The Court concluded that wetlands must qualify as “waters of the United States” in 
their own right. In other words, those wetlands must be indis�nguishably part of a body of water that itself 
cons�tutes “waters” under the Clean Water Act.” In order for the EPA to assert jurisdic�on over adjacent 
wetlands, the Court ruled that the EPA must rst establish that the adjacent body of water cons�tutes a 
“waters of the United States” – one that is a rela�vely permanent body of water connected to tradi�onal 
interstate navigable waters. Second, the EPA must establish that the wetland has a con�nuous surface wa‐
ter connec�on with adjacent body of water, such that it is difficult to determine where the water ends and 
where the wetland begins.  

The Court expressed concern during oral arguments and in its wri�en decision over the uncertainty 
that the signicant nexus test provided  landowners and the regulated community. The Court stated that 
the signicant nexus test puts many property owners in a precarious posi�on because it is o�en difficult to 
determine whether a par�cular piece of property contains waters of  the United States, and  the  serious 
criminal and nancial penal�es  imposed for a viola�on of the Clean Water Act demands Congress be ex‐
ceedingly clear in sta�ng what conduct is prohibited.  

A�er the Supreme Court held oral argument for Sacke , but before releasing its decision, the EPA 
released a new rule that, among other things, dened “adjacent waters.” The rule stated the Clean Water 
Act would be applied to a wetland that either has a con�nuous surface connec�on or a “signicant nexus” 
to a navigable waterway. The rule stated that the Act applied to wetlands under this rule  if the wetlands 
alone, or in combina�on with other similarly situated waters in the region, signicantly affect the chemical, 
physical, or biological integrity of a navigable waterway.  

In response to the Sacke  decision, the EPA and Army Corps have announced its intent to amend its 
“Revised Deni�on of ‘Waters of the United States’” rule in a way that limits the deni�on of adjacent wa‐
ters to those waters that have a con�nuous surface connec�on to tradi�onally navigable waterways. The 
agencies intend to issue a nal rule by September 1, 2023. 

The Supreme Court’s decision in Sacke  brings long‐awaited clarity to the scope of the Clean Water 
Act’s jurisdic�on over wetlands, which has a signicant impact to the Prairie Pothole Region of the Dako‐
tas, Minnesota, and northwest Iowa. The decision is expected to be a signicant curb on future a�empts by 
the Army Corps and EPA to claim jurisdic�on over wetlands and streams that are isolated, ephemeral, and 
not obviously connected to navigable  lakes or streams. In the post‐Sacke  decision regulatory  landscape, 
landowners will not be subject to the CWA’s jurisdic�on for work in a wetland unless the EPA can establish 
that there is a con�nuous surface connec�on between the wetland and a tradi�onally navigable waterway. 
However, while certain wetlands may no  longer regulated under the CWA, state‐specic regula�ons may 
s�ll apply and limit work within the wetland. Consult with an a�orney knowledgeable on these issues. 

SUBMITTED BY: A�orney Hannah Schacherl and A�orney Kale Van Bruggen 
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SUBMITTED BY: A�orney Hannah Schacherl and A�orney Kale Van Bruggen, Rinke-Noonan Law Firm 
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Pictured:  Dee Larson, Jenny Breberg, Chris Brauer (Region IV  VP),  
Nordis Estrem, Stuart & Renee Frazeur, Joyce Johns and Don Loken 

LICA LEADERSHIP PANEL 
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LOCATION OF THE EVENTSLOCATION OF THE EVENTS  

  

  Shooters Spor�ng ClaysShooters Spor�ng Clays               Tracy Country ClubTracy Country Club  
  10713 300TH STR.            10752 US HWY 14 
  MARSHALL, MN  56258          TRACY, MN  56175 
  PHONE: 507‐828‐5668          PHONE:  507‐629‐4666 
 
Come and join all your MnLICA friends and associates for an exciting day of Sporting Clay shoot in the 
morning 9:00 a.m., lunch will be at 12:30 p.m., with Nine Hole Best Ball Golf in the afternoon. No limit on 
number of participants! 
 
Cost: $70 per person for either event or $130.00 for both events, participants need to supply their own gun 
and ammunition as well as ear plugs, and safety googles.  There is ammunition available on site for  a 
cost. This includes lunch, complimentary beverages, and prizes.  The sporting clay shoot will begin at 9:00 
a.m. and consist of 7-8 stations, lunch will be served at 12:30 noon at the Tracy Country Club with golf to 
follow at 1:30 pm.  (9 Holes Best Ball.) 
 
All profit from the tournament will be dedicated to the MNLICA Scholarship Fund.  Since 1997, MNLICA 
has awarded over $55,000 in scholarships to deserving high school seniors. 
 
We have great events planned with prizes and awards. Come join us and spend �me with an associate and 
show that you care. Ques�ons, call 320‐226‐6398.     Please register by August 31, 2023. 
 
Company:            

Address:                       

City:              St:      Zip:          

Tel: ________________________________________   e‐mail:  _______________________________________ 

I/We will be a�ending LUNCH  (number of people a�ending) ______________ 
 
 Name          Registra�on Fee $70/each event or $130.00 for Both 
                Circle the event(s) you will be par�cipa�ng in: 
                Golf   Clay Shoot   Both       

                Golf   Clay Shoot   Both       

                Golf   Clay Shoot   Both       

                 Golf   Clay Shoot   Both     

     Registra�on Total           $  ___ 

Send registra on with payment to:    
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str, Dawson, MN  56232 

MNLICA ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER 
SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 
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LOCATIONS OF THE EVENTS 

 Shooters Spor�ng Clays     Tracy Country Club  
 10713 10713  300th Str.     10752 US HWY 14 
 Marshall, MN  56258     Tracy, MN  56175 
 Phone:  507‐828‐5668     Phone:  507‐629‐4666  

 
Come and join your MNLICA friends for an exciting day of Sporting Clay Shooting in the morning at Shooters 
Sporting Clays, golf in the afternoon at the Tracy Country Club and Fun. This double event starts with the Sporting 
Clay Shoot beginning at 9:00 a.m., lunch at 12:30 at Tracy Country Club, 9 holes of golf starting at 1:30 p.m. 
with complimentary beverages and prizes to be given after each event. 
 The cost is $160.00 to be a “sponsor” of either event or $270.00 to be “sponsor” of both events. The cost in‐
cludes sponsorship of a sta�on, and/or golf hole (rst come, rst serve), one person to par�cipate in either and/
or both events, lunch, and complimentary beverages. The Spor�ng Clay Shoot will begin at 9:00 a.m. Lunch at 
12:30 p.m. and Golf at 1:30 p.m. (you will need to bring your own gun and ammuni�on as well as ear plugs, and 
safety googles for the spor�ng clay shoot. Ammuni�on is available for purchase.) 
 
All prot from the tournament will be dedicated to the MNLICA scholarship fund. Since 1997, MNLICA has  
awarded over $55,000.00 in Scholarships to high school seniors. 
 
We have a great event planned with prizes and awards. Please help us by par�cipa�ng and becoming a sponsor of 
this event. No limit on the number of par�cipants! Ques�ons, call 320‐226‐6398. 
.   
REGISTER BY AUGUST 31, 2023 (First come, rst serve basis)  
 
Company Name: _________________________________ Prize Dona�on: _____________________ 
 
Person to Par�cipate Sport Clay: _________________________Fee: $160.00 Sport Clay __________ 
 
Person to Par�cipate Golf: ______________________________Fee: $160.00 Golf _______________ 
 
                       Fee: $270.00 Both Events ______________ 
Other par�cipants:                  
 
Name_______________________________________________ Fee: $80.00____________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ Fee: $80.00____________________ 
 
           REGISTRATION  TOTAL: $___________________________ 
 
I/We will be a�ending LUNCH: (number of people a�ending)  __________________ 
 
Send registra�on with payment to: 
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str., Dawson, MN  56232 

MNLICA ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER 
SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 
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this event. No limit on the number of par�cipants! Ques�ons, call 320‐226‐6398. 
.   
REGISTER BY AUGUST 31, 2023 (First come, rst serve basis)  
 
Company Name: _________________________________ Prize Dona�on: _____________________ 
 
Person to Par�cipate Sport Clay: _________________________Fee: $160.00 Sport Clay __________ 
 
Person to Par�cipate Golf: ______________________________Fee: $160.00 Golf _______________ 
 
                       Fee: $270.00 Both Events ______________ 
Other par�cipants:                  
 
Name_______________________________________________ Fee: $80.00____________________ 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ Fee: $80.00____________________ 
 
           REGISTRATION  TOTAL: $___________________________ 
 
I/We will be a�ending LUNCH: (number of people a�ending)  __________________ 
 
Send registra�on with payment to: 
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str., Dawson, MN  56232 

MNLICA ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER 
SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 
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Some mes you need to stop and read the markers along the highway. 
This is found by Jackson, MN, at the Des Moines River rest area. 
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With historically high prices for corn and soybeans, 
there has never been a better time to reinvest in land. 
Together with drainage contractors across Minnesota, 
ADS products and solutions help farmers improve 
yields, increase farmable acres and create sustainable 
water management solutions to ensure the long-term 
success of their operation.

See our commitment to supporting Minnesota 
contractors at adspipe.com/markets/agriculture.

We keep 
business flowing.

ADS®, the ADS logo and the Green Stripe are registered 
trademarks of Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 
© 2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 03/21
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Executive Directors Report 
 

August is here and September is around the corner. I just returned from the National Summer 
meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska. The was a lot to see and learn. Nebraska was a wonderful host. 
There will be a presentation at our convention in January that was presented at the summer 
meeting by Prins Insurance. The LICA Portal, which can be found on the National LICA web site, 
has exciting changes and updates for our members. Even if you are using this benefit now, you 
have more options available. 
The Scholarship fundraiser is coming up on September 15th. Please see the registration form in 
this newsletter. A registration form will also be sent in the mail. If you have never attended this 
event you are missing out a great time with other LICA members and Associates. Involvement in 
your organization is important and beneficial! Think about bringing your employees, too! 
Coming soon will be the Membership Renewal in September. The categories have changed so 
PLEASE make sure to complete this part of the registration.  
The Winter Convention is planned for January 10th, 11th, & 12th, 2024, in New Ulm. I have several 
speakers already confirmed that I know will be informational and educational. Please mark your 
calendars! 
 
Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
September 23, 2023     ERX Motor Park 

 

This event was attended by two of our board members last year and they 
were amazed by this event. This event provides an opportunity to educate 
families about the construction industry, while at the same time, raising 

money for the Children’s Foundation of Minnesota.  Please check out the 
website for all the information: 

 
www.dayofthedozers.com 
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CCaallll    BBoobb  oorr  CCoorreeyy  @@    550077--446611--22116633  oorr  550077--223344--55555533  
441144  SSoouutthh  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  JJaanneessvviillllee,,  MMNN    5566004488

MINNESOTA | RDOEQUIPMENT.COM

WE SUPPORT 
MINNESOTA 
LICA

RDD Equipment Co. is dedicated to building and fostering the growth of our 
customers, communities and the construction industry.
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prinsco.com800.992.1725

We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Associa�on. I understand 
that I will receive all member benets, and that they 
will begin as soon as my applica�on is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member‐
ship fee includes membership in the Na�onal Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 
Please enclose check payable in the appropri‐
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
 2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
 
Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Re red Member    $  50.00 
 

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 

 National & State Conventions 
 State & National Scholarship Awards 
 Newsletter Communication 
 Legislative Representation 
 Exchange of Ideas 
 Advertising 
 Friendship 
 Pride of Excellence 
 State and National Directories 
 U of M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 
 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
 Access to a Wide variety of Associate Members 

for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all Areas of  
 Business 
 Representation on the USDA’S State Technical 

Committees 
 Representation on the Environmental Issues 

Council Which Works to bring Common Sense 
into Government Actions in the Name of the Envi-
ronment 

 National LICA Contractor Magazine 
 LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A 

Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-Date 
Information on OSHA Regulations) 

 Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection  
 Program 
 The LICA Portal 
 Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
 Petrocon Commodities Program 
 Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program 
 Cooper Tire Program 
 Machinery Trader Member Benefit Promotion, Buy 

& Sell Equipment: Inventory Mgmt System, Premi-
um Hosted Website with Free Banner Advertising, 
Ecommerce Benefit, Currency Benefit 

 Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits 
 LICA Discount for 2023 CONEXPO Education  
 Sessions 
 MASA Medical Transport Solutions 
 Health Insurance Plan World Insurance 
 Cleanfire Discount 
 LICA Beef Benefit 
 Busy Busy time tracking –Discounted 
 Big Switch Products—Discounted 
 ConX— Control your Labor –Discount 
 aQuiRE: Contractor Training 
 SpotCast: The Video Sticker 
 Space Pen 
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AGRI‐DRAIN  
1/3 PAGE AD 

 Northland Trenching Half Page Ad 

SAVE THE DATE: 
MINNESOTA LICE WINTER CONVENTION 

JANUARY 10TH. 11TH, & 12TH, 2024. IN NEW ULM, MN 
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LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS AT THE DRAINAGE WORK GROUP 
 

The Drainage Work Group (DWG), a body made up of Minnesota drainage stakeholders is tasked with 
genera�ng and ve�ng proposed drainage policy, primarily public drainage. MNLICA par�cipates in the 
DWG and is the only group represen�ng contractors who work on these drainage systems. 
The environmentalist groups are pushing on a number of issues, working to capitalize on the favorable 
poli�cal power structure currently in St. Paul. 
 
No ca on 
This  topic  is concerning  the no�ca�on rules  for drainage authori�es. Environmentalist groups  intro‐
duced language in the 2022 legisla�ve session that would establish a searchable database of drainage 
projects. In the case of a county ditch being improved or modied anyone could search for ac�ve pro‐
jects. Currently, no�ce of a drainage project is sent to those involved, posted in publica�ons and availa‐
ble at the drainage authority. The concern is that this is only aimed at helping an�‐drainage groups do 
their research.  MNLICA is working to protect the contractors that work on and �e into the systems. 
 
Outlet Adequacy 
When a new system or modica�on to a public drainage system is being planned, drainage code states 
that  there must be an assessment of “outlet adequacy.” There are mul�ple problems being brought 
forward on this topic. One is that the term “outlet” is not clearly dened. It could be the physical outlet, 
such as the culvert at the end of the �le, or it could be the body of water receiving the ou�low. If it is 
the body of water, the distance the engineer must look downstream comes into ques�on. The environ‐
mentalists have men�oned the concept of “all the way to the gulf” with the problems of downstream 
ooding being the impetus. A subcommi�ee has been working on the issue, but some groups hold that 
drain �le and farming prac�ces are driving ooding, rather than precipita�on.  
 
Early Coordina on 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has worked on policy recommenda�on that would require 
drainage authori�es to contact DNR earlier in the permit process. Currently a proposal is submi�ed to 
the DNR, then they comment and suggest changes. They maintain that the changes should be incorpo‐
rated earlier in the engineering of the system.  
 
Water Quality 
We all want clean water, but we don’t all agree on the goals or how to a�ain those goals. That  is the 
challenge for DWG as One Watershed, One Plan programs are implemented.  
MNLICA President Stu Frazeur’s biggest concern at  the DWG  is  that  too many people have  forgo�en 
the benets of farm drainage. Being able to plant earlier  in the year means  less corn drier usage and 
less  fuel  burned.  Correct moisture  levels  in  soil make  no‐�ll  and minimum‐�ll  prac�ces  usable.  A 
healthy  crop means  that  evapotranspira�on  can  occur, moving  water  directly  to  the  atmosphere. 
Drainage encourages the development of deeper root systems so a crop  is more resistant to drought 
condi�ons.  
 
MNLICA will con�nue to work for its members, represen�ng them at the DWG. 
 
Submi ed by MNLICA President Stu Frazeur 
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COUNTRY ENTERPRISES 
QUARTER PAGE   

TITAN MACHINER  
1/4 PG 

 
 

MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org 
 

Check out the MNLICA web-site: 
Membership: Benefits: Applications: 

Directory & Map 
Scholarship Application: Ladies 

 Activities 
Newsletter Archive: Contact 

 Information 
Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: 

 National LICA 
 

Check out Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/ 
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Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379

sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

“Excellence by Experience”

DC_Great Lakes Interdrain_May16_MLD.indd   1 2016-03-30   11:33 AM
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2017 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 

Pres Doug Breberg P P      

VP Mike Lehmann P P      

Tres Scott Hutton P A      

Chrmn Karlen Nelson P P      

East Bruce Bucknell A A      

East Dan Estrem P P      

East Don Loken P A     

East Mark Olsen A P      

West Stu Frazeur P P      

West Brad Herickhoff P A      

West Steve Vis              P P     

West Justin Wildfeuer A A      

Retired Jim Walker P P      

Assc Shaun MickelsonP A      

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken P P      

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken P P     

Prins Insurance/United Fire Half Page Ad 

Prinsco Quarter 
Page Ad 

Area/Director          Jan   March   June   Aug   Dec
 P P P  

 P P P

 A A P  

 A P P 

 P P P

 A P A

 P P P

 P P P

 P A P

 P A A

 A P P

 P P P

 P P P

 P P A

 P P P

 P P P

2023 Board Member Meeting Attendance
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2022 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June Aug Dec 
 

Pres Stu Frazeur P P  A 

VP Dallas Loken P P P 

Tres Mark Olsen P P P 

Chrmn Steve Vis P P P 

Mark Morreim  P A P 

Karlen Nelson  A P P 

Everett Garlisch P P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A A 

Mike Lehmann  P P P 

Doug Breberg  P P P 

Dee Ann Larson P P P 

Jesse James  A P P 

Don Loken  P P P 

Assc. Tim Dahl  A A A 

Assc. Mike Kluck   P 

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg P P P 

 

Bowers Great Lakes Inter-
Drain Inc—Quarter Page Ad 

AGRI-DRAIN  
1/3 PAGE AD 
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PRESIDENT 
Stuart Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
2776 200th Str 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Dallas Loken 
Loken Excavating & Drainage 
3695 Hoffman Drive NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Steve Vis 
Vis & Van Dyken Drainage LLC 
685 30th Ave 
Beaver Creek, MN  56116 
 
MNLICA  Executive Director 
Jennifer Breberg 
2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-226-6398 

OFFICERS  STATE DIRECTORS 

    
Mark Morreim    Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.  Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN   Nicollet, MN  56074 
              
Everett Garlisch   Brad Herickhoff 
Eiden Farm Drainage   Ag Tech Drainage, LLC 
35127 746th Avenue   40536 US HWY 71 
St. James, MN    Sauk Center, MN  56378 
 
DeeAnn Larson   Michael Lehmann 
Landscape Gal LLC   Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
3343 Union Lake Trail   19184 State Hwy 22 
Northfield, MN  55057   Mankato, MN  56001 
 
Jessie James    Doug Breberg 
James Brother  Construction  Larson Tiling, Inc 
43963 43rd Str., PO  Box 59  812 Oak Street 
Elysian, MN  56028   Dawson, MN  56232 
 
Retired:     Associates: 
Don Loken    Tim Dahl  - ADS   
Loken Excavating &  Drainage   
3695 Hoffman Drive NW  Mike Kluck—WA Group 
Owatonna, MN  55060   
  
 

 

2023 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA  
Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
 

August 17th, 2023—Fall Board Meeting—Best Western New Ulm 
September 15, 2023—Scholarship Fund Raiser Event—Marshall & Tracy Area 

December 7th, 2023—Winter Board Meeting—TBD 
January 10th, 11th and 12th, 2024—Winter Convention - Best Western Plus, 

New Ulm, MN 
February 13th—17th, 2024, National LICA Winter Convention  

Virginia Beach, VA 
July 9th– 14th, 2024, National Summer Meeting 

Pittsburgh, PA 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 
Fax: 630-548-9189 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


