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' GREETINGS
From Your

PRESIDENT

The busy and hot days of summer are here. |
hope you are all paying attention to the safety
practices concerning heat exposure.

A few weeks ago the LICA Summer Meetings
were held in Lincoln, Nebraska. The tours were
interesting (and tasty thanks to Baker’s Candies),
the seminars were educational, and the
meetings were good. Our Minnesota delegation
included Executive Director Jenny Breberg, Don
Loken and Joyce Johns, Dee Ann Larson and
Nordis Estrem, and Renee and I.

One of the big take-a-ways for me was that there
are very few people using the Zywave Portal.
This portal is easy to use and can really help with
your safety programes. It is included in your mem-
bership and is free to use.

Another thing | enjoy at the meetings is hearing
what other states are doing. | recommend check-
ing out other LICA state websites.

It’s also great to see what fellow members are
doing here in Minnesota. | urge everyone to look
at FarmAmerica’s video on their drainage
demonstration. You can search FarmAmerica
drainage and it’'ll come up with a photo of Karlen
Nelson wearing his MNLICA shirt. The YouTube
address is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vncQ1lUlchy8&ab channel=MinnesotaAgricult
uralWaterResourceCenter

Karlen Nelson has been a great advocate for agri-
culture, including the commodity groups, Farm
Bureau, and MINLICA. He also is serving on the
Minnesota Ag Water Resource Center, hence his
appearance on the video. He has served as a
MNLICA state president and has visited the state
capitol numerous times.

It’s people like Karlen that really make a differ-
ence for the rest of us in MNLICA. But our
strength and influence is in the team effort. If you
would like to get more involved in MNLICA, please
contact Jenny Breberg or any of the board mem-
bers.

Team work gets it done!

Stu Frazeur, MNLICA State President
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RECONDITIONING

MNow even closer to you in LeRoy, MN
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US SUPREME COURT’S DECISION ON “WOTUS”

On May 25, 2023, the Supreme Court of the United States released a decision addressing whether the Army
Corps and Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Water Act authority to regulate navigable waters that
are “waters of the United States” (WOTUS) extends to certain wetlands based on their adjacency to
WOTUS. The Court’s decision focused on whether the federal government’s jurisdiction under the Act ex-
tended to wetlands and streams that are isolated, ephemeral, or not obviously connected to a navigable
water — a question the agencies and regulated community have struggled with since the last time the Court
considered this question over 17 years ago in the joint cases of United State v. Rapanos and Carabell v.
United States.

The case in the Court’s recent decision concerns a family, the Sacketts, who purchased a residential
lot near Priest Lake, Idaho. After purchasing the property in 2004, the Sacketts began placing sand and grav-
el on the lot in preparation to build a home. However, the EPA claimed the lot contained wetlands that
qualify as “navigable waters” regulated by the Act and ordered the removal of the sand and gravel. The EPA
ordered the Sacketts to restore the site, threatening penalties of over $40,000 per day until the demands of
the EPA’s restoration order were completed.

The Clean Water Act requires a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for any work that re-
sults in “the discharge of fill materials into navigable waters.” The term “navigable waters” is defined as
“waters of the United States” or “WOTUS”. WOTUS includes traditionally navigable waterways, like rivers,
streams, and lakes, tributaries to those navigable waterways, and wetlands “adjacent” to those waterways
and tributaries.

Sackett’s property was separated from Priest Lake by a strip of developed lakefront homes and a
bermed roadway. Regardless, the EPA classified the Sackett wetlands as navigable WOTUS because the wet-
lands were near a ditch that outletted into a creek, which flowed into Priest Lake, a navigable lake located
wholly within the state of Idaho. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed summary judgment in favor of
the EPA’s claim of jurisdiction. Sacketts appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, challenging the test used by
the Ninth Circuit to determine whether the wetlands on their property are navigable WOTUS within the
scope of the Clean Water Act. To resolve the dispute over the Act’s protection of the wetlands in the Sack-
ett case, the Supreme Court needed to establish a test for determining whether the wetlands were
“adjacent” to Priest Lake.

Prior to Sackett, three Supreme Court cases considered the Clean Water Act’s reach over non-
navigable wetlands. The first, U.S. v. Riverside Bayview Homes, Inc., held that the Act prohibits discharges of
fill material in certain wetlands adjacent to navigable waters, even though the wetlands themselves are not
navigable. The second, Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County v. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, deter-
mined the Clean Water Act does not cover all wetlands, just those that are somewhat permanent and not
isolated from other navigable waters. Finally, like Sackett, Rapanos v. U.S., focused on what it means for a
wetland to be “adjacent to” a tributary or navigable waterway. The Court was not able to answer that ques-
tion in 2006 conclusively because no single test gained support from a majority of Supreme Court justices.
Two jurisdictional tests for adjacent wetlands came from the Rapanos decision. The first test, the continu-
ous surface connection test, concluded that a permit would only be required for discharging pollutants into
wetlands with a “continuous surface water connection” to a regulated waterway that makes it “difficult to
determine where the waterway ends and the wetland begins.” The second test, the significant nexus test,
stated that wetlands are “adjacent to” traditionally navigable water if those wetlands have a “significant
nexus,” meaning the wetland has a significant effect on the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of
regulated waterways.
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Since 2006, the Ninth Circuit, like many others, held that the EPA has jurisdiction under the Clean
Water Act over wetlands that satisfy either the continuous surface connection or the significant nexus test.
The Sackett’s petition for Supreme Court review challenged whether the significant nexus test relied upon
by the EPA violated the plain meaning of terms within the Clean Water Act.

The majority opinion in Sackett, written by Justice Samuel Alito and joined by Justices John Roberts,
Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, and Amy Coney Barrett, rejected the significant nexus test and adopted
the continuous surface connection test from Rapanos. The Court determined the EPA did not have jurisdic-
tion over the Sacketts’ property because the property does not have a continuous surface water connec-
tion with Priest Lake. The Court concluded that wetlands must qualify as “waters of the United States” in
their own right. In other words, those wetlands must be indistinguishably part of a body of water that itself
constitutes “waters” under the Clean Water Act.” In order for the EPA to assert jurisdiction over adjacent
wetlands, the Court ruled that the EPA must first establish that the adjacent body of water constitutes a
“waters of the United States” — one that is a relatively permanent body of water connected to traditional
interstate navigable waters. Second, the EPA must establish that the wetland has a continuous surface wa-
ter connection with adjacent body of water, such that it is difficult to determine where the water ends and
where the wetland begins.

The Court expressed concern during oral arguments and in its written decision over the uncertainty
that the significant nexus test provided landowners and the regulated community. The Court stated that
the significant nexus test puts many property owners in a precarious position because it is often difficult to
determine whether a particular piece of property contains waters of the United States, and the serious
criminal and financial penalties imposed for a violation of the Clean Water Act demands Congress be ex-
ceedingly clear in stating what conduct is prohibited.

After the Supreme Court held oral argument for Sackett, but before releasing its decision, the EPA
released a new rule that, among other things, defined “adjacent waters.” The rule stated the Clean Water
Act would be applied to a wetland that either has a continuous surface connection or a “significant nexus”
to a navigable waterway. The rule stated that the Act applied to wetlands under this rule if the wetlands
alone, or in combination with other similarly situated waters in the region, significantly affect the chemical,
physical, or biological integrity of a navigable waterway.

In response to the Sackett decision, the EPA and Army Corps have announced its intent to amend its
“Revised Definition of ‘Waters of the United States’” rule in a way that limits the definition of adjacent wa-
ters to those waters that have a continuous surface connection to traditionally navigable waterways. The
agencies intend to issue a final rule by September 1, 2023.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Sackett brings long-awaited clarity to the scope of the Clean Water
Act’s jurisdiction over wetlands, which has a significant impact to the Prairie Pothole Region of the Dako-
tas, Minnesota, and northwest lowa. The decision is expected to be a significant curb on future attempts by
the Army Corps and EPA to claim jurisdiction over wetlands and streams that are isolated, ephemeral, and
not obviously connected to navigable lakes or streams. In the post-Sackett decision regulatory landscape,
landowners will not be subject to the CWA'’s jurisdiction for work in a wetland unless the EPA can establish
that there is a continuous surface connection between the wetland and a traditionally navigable waterway.
However, while certain wetlands may no longer regulated under the CWA, state-specific regulations may
still apply and limit work within the wetland. Consult with an attorney knowledgeable on these issues.

SUBMITTED BY: Attorney Hannah Schacherl and Attorney Kale Van Bruggen, Rinke-Noonan Law Firm
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attorneys at law

Farmers, landowners, and land improvement contractors are @ WETLANDS

becoming increasingly aware of the legal and permitting challenges

created by wetlands, drainage, and conservation compliance. @ PUBLIC DRAINAGE
Working with a team of attorneys experienced in navigating the e COMPLIANCE
DMNR, MRCS, Corps of Engineers, EPA, U5, FWS, and county and local

governments regulations adds value to the success of your project. o PERMITS

BEYOND DEDICATED.

>WE'RE ALL IN.

You've worked hard
to construct a reliable
business.

We're trusted parners equally
comrmitied to protecting your business
and reputabion.
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CEDAR RAPIDS, 14

Visit ulginsurance.com 1o find an agent today.
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IT HAPPENED TO HIM.
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.

Watch online at ThreeSecondsLater.org
Mp——

Watch the award-winning, first-person
account of a tragic drain tile accident and
its impact on a close-knit community.
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Always Contact 811 or clickbeforeyoudig.com

DraTie oo FARM SAFE (] hefore starting any drain file project.

Sofety Coalition
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NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING
IN LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

LICA HOMECOMING 2023
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Pictured: Dee Larson, Jenny Breberg, Chris Brauer (Region IV VP),
Nordis Estrem, Stuart & Renee Frazeur, Joyce Johns and Don Loken

LICA LEADERSHIP PANEL
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MNLICA ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

ORN\ SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY
BE?\S 3 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023
MEM
LOCATION OF THE EVENTS

Shooters Sporting Clays Tracy Country Club
10713 300™ STR. 10752 US HWY 14
MARSHALL, MN 56258 TRACY, MN 56175
PHONE: 507-828-5668 PHONE: 507-629-4666

Come and join all your MnLICA friends and associates for an exciting day of Sporting Clay shoot in the
morning 9:00 a.m., lunch will be at 12:30 p.m., with Nine Hole Best Ball Golf in the afternoon. No limit on
number of participants!

Cost: $70 per person for either event or $130.00 for both events, participants need to supply their own gun
and ammunition as well as ear plugs, and safety googles. There is ammunition available on site for a
cost. This includes lunch, complimentary beverages, and prizes. The sporting clay shoot will begin at 9:00
a.m. and consist of 7-8 stations, lunch will be served at 12:30 noon at the Tracy Country Club with golf to
follow at 1:30 pm. (9 Holes Best Ball.)

All profit from the tournament will be dedicated to the MNLICA Scholarship Fund. Since 1997, MNLICA
has awarded over $55,000 in scholarships to deserving high school seniors.

We have great events planned with prizes and awards. Come join us and spend time with an associate and
show that you care. Questions, call 320-226-6398. Please register by August 31, 2023.

Company:

Address:

City: St: Zip:

Tel: e-mail:

I/We will be attending LUNCH (number of people attending)

Name Registration Fee $70/each event or $130.00 for Both
Circle the event(s) you will be participating in:
Golf Clay Shoot Both

Golf Clay Shoot Both

Golf Clay Shoot Both

Golf Clay Shoot Both

Registration Total S

Send registration with payment to:
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str, Dawson, MN 56232
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MNLICA ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER
SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2023

LOCATIONS OF THE EVENTS

Shooters Sporting Clays Tracy Country Club
10713 10713 300" Str. 10752 US HWY 14
Marshall, MN 56258 Tracy, MN 56175
Phone: 507-828-5668 Phone: 507-629-4666

Come and join your MNLICA friends for an exciting day of Sporting Clay Shooting in the morning at Shooters
Sporting Clays, golf in the afternoon at the Tracy Country Club and Fun. This double event starts with the Sporting
Clay Shoot beginning at 9:00 a.m., lunch at 12:30 at Tracy Country Club, 9 holes of golf starting at 1:30 p.m.
with complimentary beverages and prizes to be given after each event.

The cost is $160.00 to be a “sponsor” of either event or $270.00 to be “sponsor” of both events. The cost in-
cludes sponsorship of a station, and/or golf hole (first come, first serve), one person to participate in either and/
or both events, lunch, and complimentary beverages. The Sporting Clay Shoot will begin at 9:00 a.m. Lunch at
12:30 p.m. and Golf at 1:30 p.m. (you will need to bring your own gun and ammunition as well as ear plugs, and
safety googles for the sporting clay shoot. Ammunition is available for purchase.)

All profit from the tournament will be dedicated to the MNLICA scholarship fund. Since 1997, MNLICA has
awarded over $55,000.00 in Scholarships to high school seniors.

We have a great event planned with prizes and awards. Please help us by participating and becoming a sponsor of
this event. No limit on the number of participants! Questions, call 320-226-6398.

REGISTER BY AUGUST 31, 2023 (First come, first serve basis)

Company Name: Prize Donation:
Person to Participate Sport Clay: Fee: $160.00 Sport Clay
Person to Participate Golf: Fee: $160.00 Golf

Fee: $270.00 Both Events
Other participants:

Name Fee: $80.00

Name: Fee: $80.00

REGISTRATION TOTAL: $

I/We will be attending LUNCH: (number of people attending)

Send registration with payment to:
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str., Dawson, MN 56232
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e GOVERNMENT DITCHES:
THE DRAINING OF MINNESOTA

Draimage of surface water is vital 1o all aspecis of development,
from town sites to agricultural crop land. its imporiance.
impact. and coOnsC€quUENnces cannot be over stated, with the
western expansion of the United Statgs. swamp lands. as they
were called, or vegetated wetlands were found to cover over
Z15 million acres of land. In Minnesota this approximated
one-fifth of the land available for use.

Traveling across Minnesota it is not uncommon to see V shaped
ditches along the roadside. These are man-made ditches,
dug to drain excess water from the land., It was not until
893, that the first such ditches were dug in the Red
River Valley. with the formation of the Red River Drainage
Commission Initially the ditches were constructed by the
S5tate and the counties were required to maintain and repalr
them., Between 1900 and 1915 numerous drainage ditches were
consiructed,. the demand for such projects lessened. however,
ay & result of World War [. and the depression By the late
1930s. demand for new ditches and repairz to existing ones
wis on the rise. Legislative changes in the 4035, avthorized
district courts. hence came the common name “Judicial Ditches.”
and county boards to establish the drainage systéms., and
the State and townships avuthority was removed.

The impact and extensive use of ditches and drain tile in
Minnesota that followed can be illustrated in the Minnesota
River Basin where only 58.3% of the land is considered well
drained. however. by use of ditches and tiling, an additional
1.925.672 acres (20.2%,) has been made more productive

since the 1950s. there has been increased emphasiz on
] " -
the environmental and conservation effects of drainage
projects. | 1 ' i 7
'I":'i]slﬁt'a h;s_ i 3 rr_flnf:tcd in recent State and Federal
] tion IThis CONCEern must be balanced against
¥ b = g H
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rstend the complexity and the | '-;H'_":.'

crsy associated with ditches I'\':.ﬁ;
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Sometimes you need to stop and read the markers along the highway.
This is found by Jackson, MN, at the Des Moines River rest area.
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We keep
business flowing.

With historically high prices for corn and soybeans,
there has never been a better time to reinvest in land.
Together with drainage contractors across Minnesota,
ADS products and solutions help farmers improve
yields, increase farmable acres and create sustainable
water management solutions to ensure the long-term
success of their operation.

See our commitment to supporting Minnesota
contractors at adspipe.com/markets/agriculture.

ADS® the ADS logo and the Green Stripe are registered /m
trademarks of Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. ™

© 2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 03/21 Our reason is water."
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A SAVE THE DATE! N
) SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 ERX MOTOR PARK
DA A
_)_ This event was attended by two of our board members last year and they
AU were amazed by this event. This event provides an opportunity to educate 7\

families about the construction industry, while at the same time, raising %%
money for the Children’s Foundation of Minnesota. Please check out the

%}

%{ website for all the information:
4;9( www.dayofthedozers.com

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Executive Directors Report

August is here and September is around the corner. | just returned from the National Summer
meeting in Lincoln, Nebraska. The was a lot to see and learn. Nebraska was a wonderful host.
There will be a presentation at our convention in January that was presented at the summer
meeting by Prins Insurance. The LICA Portal, which can be found on the National LICA web site,
has exciting changes and updates for our members. Even if you are using this benefit now, you
have more options available.

The Scholarship fundraiser is coming up on September 15th. Please see the registration form in
this newsletter. A registration form will also be sent in the mail. If you have never attended this
event you are missing out a great time with other LICA members and Associates. Involvement in
your organization is important and beneficiall Think about bringing your employees, too!

Coming soon will be the Membership Renewal in September. The categories have changed so
PLEASE make sure to complete this part of the registration.

The Winter Convention is planned for January 10th, 11th, & 12th, 2024, in New Ulm. | have several
speakers already confirmed that | know will be informational and educational. Please mark your
calendars!

Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director.
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RDD Equipment Co. is dedicated to building and ft.)stering the growth of our
customers, communities and the construction industry.

MINNESOTA | RDOEQUIPMENT.COM

JANESVILLE TILE SUPPLY

Selling: ADS Drainage Tile & Fittings
Steel Culverts & Aprons
Always Semi-Load Direct-Ship Specials:

Call Bob or Corey @ 507-461-2163 or 507-234-5553
414 South Main Street, Janesirille_, MN 56048

| //ADS




Page 16

MnLICA NEWSLETTER

BRON Add on Plow
_‘-q;-‘:tt"ﬂuu,._d_

I

SPECIALTY SALES & SERVICE
www.mitkollc.com

1954 N Linn Ave
New Hampton, |A 50659

Phone: 641-394-3141 | Fax: 641-394-3!

We understand how hard you
work during the tiling season,
‘that's why we are out in the

field with you, answering
\questions, finding solutions

" andmaking sure you have pipe
h_when and where you need it.
s -;Dig deep, go hard and count
3 on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales

PRlNSCO 800.992.1725 prinsco.com E v ©Youlube

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

PRECISIQN

Full Line of Surface Water Intakes

+« 8" & 10" riser with patented 8" & 10°
combination Tees, Also 6 round riser with
patented reducing Tee.

= Constructed of heavy-weight, high-density
polyethlens.

= Parts highly adjustable & interchangeable
with others on the market,

= Orifice plate placed at tee level or at
ground level.

= Exclusive locking device on each part.

= User friendly, priced effectively.

» Adaptor available to repair old metal
or broken intakes,

“Dealer Inquiries Welcome™

Tim ndaasl i sndaal

MID-TECH
SERVICES

Ag Drainage Equipment * Lasers * GPS

New Hampton, IA 50659
641-394-4756
www.midtechservices.com

& Trimble.

Authorized Service Provider
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land
Improvement Contractors Association. | understand
that | will receive all member benefits, and that they
will begin as soon as my application is approved and
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the National Land
Improvement Contractors of America.

Name:

Spouse:

Company:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Cell:

Email:

Type of Business:

Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this
form to:

MNLICA

2570 130th Str

Dawson, MN 56232

Contractor Member $350.00
Associate Member $200.00
Retired Member S 50.00

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS

National & State Conventions

State & National Scholarship Awards

Newsletter Communication

Legislative Representation

Exchange of Ideas

Advertising

Friendship

Pride of Excellence

State and National Directories

U of M Accredited Trainings

MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings

Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings

Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program

Access to a Wide variety of Associate Members

for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all Areas of
Business

¢+ Representation on the USDA’S State Technical
Committees

+ Representation on the Environmental Issues
Council Which Works to bring Common Sense
into Government Actions in the Name of the Envi-
ronment

+ National LICA Contractor Magazine

¢ LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A
Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-Date
Information on OSHA Regulations)

+ Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection
Program

The LICA Portal

Sunbelt Rentals Discount

Petrocon Commodities Program

Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program

Cooper Tire Program

Machinery Trader Member Benefit Promotion, Buy

& Sell Equipment: Inventory Mgmt System, Premi-

um Hosted Website with Free Banner Advertising,

Ecommerce Benefit, Currency Benefit

Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits

LICA Discount for 2023 CONEXPO Education
Sessions

MASA Medical Transport Solutions

Health Insurance Plan World Insurance

Cleanfire Discount

LICA Beef Benefit

Busy Busy time tracking —-Discounted

Big Switch Products—Discounted

ConX— Control your Labor —Discount

aQuiRE: Contractor Training

SpotCast: The Video Sticker

Space Pen

L 2R JER JEE JER R R A 2R JER R 2R SR 2

* & & 6 o o0

L R 2
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Safety Matters rrrr—

Be Aware and Avoid Accidents

Your daily work is unpredictable and hazardous,
making the likelihood far accidents high.
Howewer, on-the-job accidents can be avoided
by focusing on safe practices and taking
MisCES5ArY precautions.

Be Aware of Safety Hazards

hiast accidents are caused by an unsafe act, an
unsafe working condition or a combination of
the two. For example, an accident could oceur as
a result of misusing equipment [an unsafe act).
Or, damaged or malfunctioning equipment could
cause an accident, and that would be the result
of an unsafe condition. But that unsafe
condition was caused by the unsafe act of not
inspecting the equipment prior to use. In either
instance, the accident could have been
prevented by following proper safety
precautions before using the equipment in
question.

Becausa your job has such a high potentlal for
danger, it's impartant to understand what
causes accidents so that you can avoid them
whenaver possibla, While it is impossible to list
all of the hazards you may encounter while
working, commaon ones include:

Using defective eguipment
# Mot using proper personal protective
aquipment
Removing guards from machinery
* Mot securing boads properly when
transporting them
= Using tools improperhy
= Unsafe handling of materials
* Horseplay
In addition, operating and working around large
machinery can be extremely hazardous for
everyone on the job site. IFs essential that you
are wiell-trained for any equipment you operate,

Thia vafiety matters figer o for perenal informational purpises ey, Bed i sok inteded 00 Sedical o bagal idbvice, € 2015 2000 Bywm, b 01

rights reseswd.

that you observa all safety precautions and that
you are constantly aware of any equipment
operaling near you,

Stay Alert

Don't ket routine or familarity lure you into
carelessness. Abways observe proper safety
precautions, even if those precautions make the
task more incomvvenient or take longer to
complete, This inchedes always wearing proper
personal protective equipment. Cutting comerns
may nat seam like a big deal, but doing sois a
primary cause of accidents.

Be on the lookout throughout vour day for
situations that could be hazardous—many
accidents happen simply because someane was
nod paying attention to his or her surroundings.
Aluo, keep an eye on your working environmient
at all times. You may spot an unsafe condition
that can be fixed before it causes an accidant.

Keep Good Safety Habits

It's human nature to work yourself into habits,
and when you break safety protocol, you've
taken the first and most influential step in
forming a bad habit—a habit that can lead to an
injury. Good habits, such as noticing unsafe
conditions, using machinery and tools cormectly,
wearing proper personal protective equiprment
and observing safety precautions are just as easy
to farm.

Develop a safe attitude! This is probably one of
the most difficult things to do, because mast of
us have the mistaken noticon that it's always
somecns else who gets hurt, never us, If we all
do aur share in observing safety rules and
staving alert for unsafe conditions, everyone will

benefit.
N

NORTH RISK
PARTNERS
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Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC
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W are dhe targedl volame duffle 73 Inter-Drain

[ | Corporate Office
“/ Plows & Trenchers 12929 410th Avenue
: = Waseca, MN 56093
@.Tﬂmble_ £3 TRIMBLE GPS SYSTEMS — Fhine::gzig.;i:-dﬂj
o ax: (alf =l L

for this tyge of eguifument in the US
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A
'-"'--! B’ \h =8 Eastern Division - Indiana
3578 North State Road 59
Brazil, IN 47834
Phone: (812) 835-2900
The Inter-Draén chain trencher. Four size choices, Fax: (612) 835-2535
4 mechamical or hg,idralir_ chain drll.-e, vertical and
s e offset avallable, Cummins, Volvo or Cat power, Email: nte@hickorytech.net

: wienw northlandtrenching.com
The Infer-Drain plow, three Iypes, doubse link, sanghe - =
cantilever, or single link, each In three sizes. Cat,b ™ FOLLESILE 0 R,

Cumaming or Vialvo power. Offset available. es  HUGE PARTS INVENTORY
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®
0 SAVE THE DATE:
MINNESOTA LICE WINTER CONVENTION
JANUARY 10TH. 11TH, & 12TH, 2024. IN NEW ULM, MN
\

Agri Drain
gCDRFDHﬁTIDN
America’s Most Complete Manufacturer

and Supplier of Water Management Products

Call for a FREE catalog or visit our website to view our full line of products.

800-232-4742 = 641-742-5211 = www.agridrain.com
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LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS AT THE DRAINAGE WORK GROUP

The Drainage Work Group (DWG), a body made up of Minnesota drainage stakeholders is tasked with
generating and vetting proposed drainage policy, primarily public drainage. MNLICA participates in the
DWG and is the only group representing contractors who work on these drainage systems.

The environmentalist groups are pushing on a number of issues, working to capitalize on the favorable
political power structure currently in St. Paul.

Notification

This topic is concerning the notification rules for drainage authorities. Environmentalist groups intro-
duced language in the 2022 legislative session that would establish a searchable database of drainage
projects. In the case of a county ditch being improved or modified anyone could search for active pro-
jects. Currently, notice of a drainage project is sent to those involved, posted in publications and availa-
ble at the drainage authority. The concern is that this is only aimed at helping anti-drainage groups do
their research. MNLICA is working to protect the contractors that work on and tie into the systems.

Outlet Adequacy

When a new system or modification to a public drainage system is being planned, drainage code states
that there must be an assessment of “outlet adequacy.” There are multiple problems being brought
forward on this topic. One is that the term “outlet” is not clearly defined. It could be the physical outlet,
such as the culvert at the end of the tile, or it could be the body of water receiving the outflow. If it is
the body of water, the distance the engineer must look downstream comes into question. The environ-
mentalists have mentioned the concept of “all the way to the gulf” with the problems of downstream
flooding being the impetus. A subcommittee has been working on the issue, but some groups hold that
drain tile and farming practices are driving flooding, rather than precipitation.

Early Coordination

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has worked on policy recommendation that would require
drainage authorities to contact DNR earlier in the permit process. Currently a proposal is submitted to
the DNR, then they comment and suggest changes. They maintain that the changes should be incorpo-
rated earlier in the engineering of the system.

Water Quality

We all want clean water, but we don’t all agree on the goals or how to attain those goals. That is the
challenge for DWG as One Watershed, One Plan programs are implemented.

MNLICA President Stu Frazeur’s biggest concern at the DWG is that too many people have forgotten
the benefits of farm drainage. Being able to plant earlier in the year means less corn drier usage and
less fuel burned. Correct moisture levels in soil make no-till and minimum-till practices usable. A
healthy crop means that evapotranspiration can occur, moving water directly to the atmosphere.
Drainage encourages the development of deeper root systems so a crop is more resistant to drought
conditions.

MNLICA will continue to work for its members, representing them at the DWG.

Submitted by MINLICA President Stu Frazeur
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Minnesota Expands Parental Leave
Act

Minnesota hes amended the Minnesota Parental Leave Act to cover all
employers and establish employes eligibility for leave at the start of
empleyment. The changes took effect July 1, 2023,

Minnesota Parental Leave Act

The Minnesota Parental Leave Act allows eligible employees up to 12 weeks of
unpaid |eave for the birth or adeption of a child, prenatal care, or incapacity due
to pregnancy, childbirth or related health conditions.

It also requires covered employers to provide eligible employees with up to 16
hours of unpaid leave annually 1o attend their child's school conferences or
school-related activities that cannot be scheduled during nonwark hours,

Amendments
The new amendments:

#  Expand the law to cover all emplovers with at least cne employes; and
=  Eliminate the law's minimurm months- and hours-worked requirements
for employes eligibility.

More spedfically, the law had applied only to emplovers with 21 or more
employess prior to the amendments. Mow it applies to all employers with ane
of more employess

Furthermare, emplovees” average woekly hours worked had to equal at least
one-half the full-time eguivalent pasition in the employee's job classification.
The amendments struck this eligibility requirement.

In addition, before the changes, employees were eligible for the law's qualifying
reasons related to pregnancy, childbirth and adoption anly if they had worked
for the employer for at least 12 months. That requirement no longer applies.

o

e e = . R

Provided to you by North Risk Partners

This Legal Update is mot intended to ba exhaustive nor should any diecussion or
opinions be construed a8 legal advice. Fesders should contact legal counsel for legal
advice. £2023 Fywave, Inc. All rights reservad,

LEGAL

UPDATE

More Employers Covered

Amendments to the Parental Leave
Act  change the definition of
“employer” so that the law covers
virtually all employers.

Prior Work Requirements
Eliminated

The amendments struck the 12-
month and half-time work hours
requirements for employee eligibility
far leave.

Under the
amendments, the
leave requirements
apply to all employers
with at least one

employee.

A\

NORTH RISK
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GET MORE DONE.
MAKE MORE MONEY.

NEXT GENERATION CAT® 349 & 352 EXCAVATORS

vau need a machine

INCREASE EFFICIENCY

UPTO 450 /
/s productively and profitably
www.zieglercat.com ZIEGLER @
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Safety Matters Ermrrmm—

Provided by: Morth Risk Fartners

Mounting and Dismounting Equipment

Becausa jumping down off large equipment is a
comman practice for construction workers, it's
no surprise that bower back, knee, ankle and
neck injuries occur more frequently. Regardhass
of the type of equipment you work with,
maounting and dismounting safely should always
be top of mind.

‘What You Can Do

Whetn a person jumps from a height of mare
than one foot, the force that goes through the
body is about 14 times the person’s body
weight. In other words, a 165-pound person
who jumps out of construstion equipment or
any othar high surface is exerting 2, 310 pounds
of force an their baody,

This can cause Injury to bones, tendons and
cartilage. And if you're doing this activity
multiple times every workday, the damage to
the body can be extengive,

To bessen your risk of injuries, follow these
simpde mounting and dismounting instructions
for trucks and other tall equipment or

machinery,

*  When using a new piece of machinery,
becorme Bamiiar with proper mounting and
dismounting procedures,

=  When dismounting and mounting, maintain
threa-paint contact. This means having
contact with the equipmeant by aither one
oot and two hands or one hand and two
feet. The smaller the frianghe wou form with
your body, the more stable you are.

*  Abways Face the vehicle, both when

maunting and dismounting.

* Look at the surface below before stepping
and make sure it is even to prevent ankle
and knes injuries.

#  Mever mount or dismount mowing
equipmeant.

* Do not mount or dismount with anything,
inclueding tools, in your hands. Mot only does
it throw the body off-balance, it also
reduces your chance of recowering your
balance if you do slip. Use a drop rope to
raise and lower supplies, tools and
equipmeant instead.

*  Handholds and footholds are on the
equipment for a reason—use them.

* Waear appropriate clothing. Loose or torn
clothing can get caught on equipment when
you are jumping down instead of climbing
down. In slippery conditions, wear proper
footwear to prevent slipping hazards,

*  Proper vehicle maintenance also contributes
to the safe mounting and dismounting of
equipment. Make sure running boards,
tresads, steps, footholds and platforms are
kept clear. Hazards like ice, snow and grease
could cause slips, trips and falls,

For miare safety tips, talk to your supervisor,

A\
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MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org

Check out the MNLICA web-site:
Membership: Benefits: Applications:
Directory & Map
Scholarship Application: Ladies
Activities
Newsletter Archive: Contact

Educational Foundation
for Veterans
/'xv\

Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: s
National LICA To train military veterans to become

highly-skilled heavy equipment operators
Check out Facebook: htips://

and assist them in finding employment
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/

opportunities throughout the U.S.
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Inter-Drain

“Excellence by Experience”

Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.

Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379
sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

2023 Board Member Meeting Attendance

Area/Director Jan March June Aug Dec
Pres Stu Frazeur P P P
VP Dallas Loken
Tres Mark Olsen
Chrmn Steve Vis
Mark Morreim
Karlen Nelson
Everett Garlisch
Brad Herickhoff
Mike Lehmann
Doug Breberg
Dee Ann Larson
Jesse James
Don Loken
Assc. Tim Dahl
Assc. Mike Kluck

W U U U W » U U U U » U » >» T
U U U U U U » » U U U U U >» T
T U » U U U » U U U » U U T T

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg

A = Absent P =Present C = Cancelled Meet

The Wolfe 540 Super Plow is
WOLFE'S BEST SELLING MACHINE

in the drainage industry

CAT 540 HF engine
Plows to 7' deep
Roads at 4.2 MPH
160,000 Ib final drives and air ride cab
3-15 Boots
15" and 18" dual wall

WOLFE

CALL US TODAY
1-800-736-3413
PLOWANDTRENCHER.COM
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LAYING THE
GROUNDWORK
FOR TOMORROW

Your reputation is on the line with every
job you do. For 100 years, we've held
ourselves to the same standard.

When your tomorrow depends on a pipe
you can trust, count on Fratco for the
quality drainage products you need.

FRATCO.COM/ 100




MnLICA NEWSLETTER

Page 27

PRESIDENT
Stuart Frazeur

Stu Frazeur Tiling
2776 200th Str
Canby, MN 56220

VICE PRESIDENT

Dallas Loken

Loken Excavating & Drainage
3695 Hoffman Drive NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

TREASURER

Mark Olsen

Big Woods Excavating LLC
12825 190th Street East
Nerstrand, MN 55053

CHAIRMAN of the Board

Steve Vis

Vis & Van Dyken Drainage LLC
685 30th Ave

Beaver Creek, MN 56116

MNLICA Executive Director
Jennifer Breberg

2570 130th Str

Dawson, MN 56232
mnlica2@gmail.com

Phone: 320-226-6398

Mark Morreim
Morreim Drainage Inc.
71610 263rd Street
Albert Lea, MN

Everett Garlisch
Eiden Farm Drainage
35127 746th Avenue
St. James, MN

DeeAnn Larson
Landscape Gal LLC
3343 Union Lake Trail
Northfield, MN 55057

Jessie James

James Brother Construction
43963 43rd Str., PO Box 59
Elysian, MN 56028

Retired:

Don Loken

Loken Excavating & Drainage
3695 Hoffman Drive NW
Owatonna, MN 55060

Karlen Nelson

Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC
43480 County Road 4
Nicollet, MN 56074

Brad Herickhoff

Ag Tech Drainage, LLC
40536 US HWY 71

Sauk Center, MN 56378

Michael Lehmann
Air-Row Surveying LLC.
19184 State Hwy 22
Mankato, MN 56001

Doug Breberg
Larson Tiling, Inc
812 Oak Street
Dawson, MN 56232

Associates:
Tim Dahl - ADS

Mike Kluck—WA Group

NATIONAL LICA
3080 Ogden Avenue

Suite 300

Lisle, IL. 60532
Phone: 630-548-1984
Fax: 630-548-9189

2023 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA

Web-site: www.mnlica.org

August 17th, 2023—Fall Board Meeting—Best Western New Ulm
September 15, 2023—Scholarship Fund Raiser Event—Marshall & Tracy Area
December 7th, 2023—Winter Board Meeting—TBD

January 10th, 11th and 12th, 2024—Winter Convention - Best Western Plus,
New Ulm, MN
February 13th—17th, 2024, National LICA Winter Convention
Virginia Beach, VA
July 9th- 14th, 2024, National Summer Meeting
Pittsburgh, PA
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THE LICA CREED

Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,
the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man s joy and comfort,
the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,
the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,
and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land
will be the deciding factor in his survival.




