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WELCOME  
New Member: Valley Earthworks, Inc. 

Erik Stonestrom, Belview, MN 
New Associate:  Schaeffer’s Oil 

Bruce Freerksen, West Concord, MN 
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MNLICA Web-Site; www.mnlica.org 

E-mail: mnlica2@gmail.com 
We are also on Facebook 

MN LICA BOARD MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

AUGUST 15, 6:00 PM 
BEST WESTERN PLUS  

NEW ULM, MN 

 

A DAD JOKE! 
 

What’s Forest Gump’s  
password? 

 
              1 forest 1 

 
 

I start this message off with a question. 
Which are you, the tortoise or the hare? 
It seems like all of us have plenty of 
catching up to do. Mother Nature has 
showed herself in so many different 
forms this year! 
 
I can officially say we are in the hare 
mode currently trying to get caught up if 
it is even possible.  As the summer 
month come and go.  It’s hard to believe 
our small town festivities and county 
fairs are in full swing.  
 
Wishing everyone has opportunity to 
take a minute and take in some summer 
before the fall gets here. At that point we 
are going to be wondering how many 
more warm days we have left.  
 
Our MN LICA Scholarship fundraiser is 
in September.  A good time is always 
had by all who attend. Looking forward 
to dusting of the golf clubs one more 
time. Hope to see you there! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
MN LICA President Dallas Loken 
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LOCATION OF THE EVENTS:   LOCATION OF THE EVENTS:   GOOD SHOTGOOD SHOT  
124 ARROWHEAD DR.124 ARROWHEAD DR.    EMMONS, MN  56029EMMONS, MN  56029  

PHONE: 507PHONE: 507--297297--56635663  
  

Come and join all your MNLICA friends and Associates for an exciting day of Sporting Clay shoot in the morning at 
9:30 a.m., lunch will be at 12:30 p.m., then Nine Hole Best Ball Golf in the afternoon. No limit on number of  
participants!  
 
Cost: $70 per person for either event or $130.00 for both events, participants need to supply their own gun and ammuni-
tion as well as ear plugs, and safety googles.  There is ammunition available on site for  a cost. This includes 
lunch, complimentary beverages, and prizes.  The sporting clay shoot will begin at 9:30 a.m. and consist of 9 stations, 
lunch will be served at 12:30 noon with golf to follow at 1:30 pm.  (9 Holes Best Ball)  
 
All profit from the event will be dedicated to the MNLICA Scholarship Fund.  Since 1997, MNLICA has awarded over 
$57,000 in scholarships to deserving high school seniors. 
 

We have great events planned with prizes and awards. Come join us and spend time with an associate and show that 
you care. Questions, call 320-226-6398.     Please register by August 31, 2024. 
 
Company:            

Address:             

City:         St:    Zip:      

Tel: ________________________________________   e-mail:  _______________________________________ 

I/We will be attending LUNCH  (number of people attending lunch) ______________ 

 

  Name   Registration Fee $70/each event or $130.00 for Both 
 

       Circle the event(s) you will be participating in: 
         Golf  - Clay Shoot -   Both    

         Golf -  Clay Shoot -  Both    

         Golf -  Clay Shoot  - Both    

          Golf  - Clay Shoot -  Both    

     Registration Total                   $  _____ 

 
Send registration with payment to:    
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str, Dawson, MN  56232 

MNLICA ANNUALMNLICA ANNUAL  
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISERSCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER  

SPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAYSPORTING CLAYS & GOLF DAY  
Friday, September 13, 2024Friday, September 13, 2024 
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All profit from the event will be dedicated to the MNLICA Scholarship Fund.  Since 1997, MNLICA has awarded over 
$57,000 in scholarships to deserving high school seniors. 
 

We have great events planned with prizes and awards. Come join us and spend time with an associate and show that 
you care. Questions, call 320-226-6398.     Please register by August 31, 2024. 
 
Company:            
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City:         St:    Zip:      

Tel: ________________________________________   e-mail:  _______________________________________ 

I/We will be attending LUNCH  (number of people attending lunch) ______________ 
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Send registration with payment to:    
MNLICA, 2570 130th Str, Dawson, MN  56232 
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LICA SUMMER MEETING PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
EVENT HELD AT THE OMNI WILLIAM PENN HOTEL 

DOWNTOWN PITTSBURGH 

Left: Long time Employee of  
LICA, Eileen Levy, honored with 
flowers and a gift for her  
upcoming retirement. 
 
Right: Minnesota LICA’s 
attendees. 
 
Below: Gathering of LICA mem-
bers and Associates. 

Below: Omni William Penn Hotel 
First opened in 1916, rich with history. Below: Networking at Breakfast. 
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Administration/Hill Hits Reset Button 
 

Nick Yaksich, Director of Government Relations, National LICA 
 

Events of the past 10 days have caused Congress and the political world to hit the reset button.  The as-
sassination attempt on former President Trump and the announcement that President Biden will not 
seek reelection has turned the legislative schedule and campaigns upside down.  While there are still 
around 100 days for the campaigns to make their cases, pending before Congress is significant legisla-
tion that will impact land improvement contractors in Minnesota.  
If Congress does not come together this year to enact a bipartisan farm bill, extend tax cuts and reau-
thorize infrastructure spending, the legislative process will begin anew in the next Congress.  Given the 
significant legislative, and possibly administrative, duties of a new Congress including seating of new 
leadership and committees, Senate nominations, and other essential actions during the first months of 
the year, there is a groundswell of support to act on these bills this year.  While you will hear optimism 
that bills will be seriously considered this fall, I believe both sides will hedge their bets and wait for next 
year as the election results will dramatically shape the outcome of critical legislation. 
 
The Farm Bill  
 

The House Agriculture Committee has approved a farm bill reauthorization that awaits House floor ac-
tion. The Senate has yet to act.  The Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry has juris-
diction over issues important to Minnesota, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture's farm, conser-
vation, and rural-development programs; food stamps and nutrition; and forestry policy.  Both of Minne-
sota’s Senators, Smith and Klobuchar, serve on the Ag Committee.  The Committee is developing its ver-
sion of a farm bill to address critical issues such as: 
· Extending a fair safety net and a permanent disaster assistance program for farmers 
· Continuing the sugar program with additional protections against imports of subsidized foreign sugar 
· Strengthening the support available for dairy farmers 
· Allowing farms to meet more of our nation's energy needs 
Supporting the economic development of rural communities 
Outlook:  This is a must pass bill but the battle will be about funding.  Nearly 80% of the funding goes to 
nutritional and food programs so the outcome of the elections will determine how the programs are 
funded.  Conservation funding has seen an increase in the current Administration but the proposed 
House bill reduces conservation funding.  

The Tax Bill 
 

Major provisions in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2027 (TCJA) expire in late 2025 unless Congress extends 
them. If the TCJA provisions sunset, most everyone will be affected one way or another. Tax brackets, 
income tax rates, child tax credit, state and local tax deductions, mortgage interest deductions and much 
more will literally change overnight.  At this time, pulling together a tax bill is a monumental task but in 
the legislative process, I have learned never say never. 
Outlook:  The election will tip the tax bill to a strong corporate bill or one that favors the middle class and 
supports expanding programs such as child care and student education loans.  
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Agri Drain 
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The Infrastructure Bill 
In 2022, President Joe Biden signed into law one of the largest infrastructure packages in U.S. history 
after months of bipartisan negotiations and tense political infighting, shoring up $1.2 trillion in funds, 
including $550 billion in new investments for the nation's bridges, airports, waterways, public transit 
and more. Total commitments to Minnesota as of May 31, 2024 are: 
56% average state capital spending supported by federal funds; 
$2.2 billion federal infrastructure funds committed;  
$226.7 million awarded through 17 grants for road and bridge repairs; 
Outlook 
The authority to spend infrastructure funding expires next year so Congress must act on a new infra-
structure bill.  Many Members of Congress, and lobbyists, will be saying, “didn’t we just do that?”  Es-
timates are that only 20% of the funding from the 2022 Act has been spent so the challenge will be 
convincing elected officials that action needs to be taken. It is often said in Washington that every 
week appears to be “Infrastructure Week” so the talk will continue and the programs will be extended 
at or near current levels. 
The Outlook 
Despite the tumultuous couple of weeks our nation has faced, there should be optimism that farm, tax 
and infrastructure bills are at the forefront of the congressional agenda once the November elections 
are over.  In your conversations and letters to your elected officials, keep stressing the importance of 
these issues to your business and all Minnesotans. 
 

Nick’s contact information:    
Email: nyaksich58@gmail.com 
Phone:  (410) 458-8048 
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MN LICA BOARD MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

MARCH 14, 2024, 5:00 PM 
BEST WESTERN PLUS  

NEW ULM, MN 

As 2023 has ended and 2024 has begun we  
always seem to reflect on the past year.  How 
did we do? What could we have done better? A 
friend of mine Aaron passed away this past 
summer before he could harvest his crop.  
Aaron had a saying,  
“Don’t look back you are not going that way.” 
 

I think of him often and though we were not 
close friends, I think about his message. Start 
the day with a smile, some humor or maybe 
just a deep breath knowing everything will be 
fine. It’s amazing how infectious a smile, a posi-
tive attitude can be to those you surround. It’s 
important to look where we are going not  
always where we have been.  
 

Our patience gets tested every day. Whether it 
be, weather, equipment or staffing. Some of 
the best moments are teaching an employee a 
new task, or even when a plan comes together. 
I ask you to reflect on how you can help those 
around you? At the end of the day the ones 
that we help never realize what we are trying 
to do but they are in our thoughts. After all, 
their success is or success.  
 

I write these first paragraphs at the start of my 
presidency of MN LICA. We serve on this board 
to help everyone. If at anytime someone has 
thoughts or ideas my phone is always on. I 
hope this message find you well and safe trav-
els into 2024. 
Dallas Loken, MN LICA President 

Safety First!
Shortcuts

cut 
LIFE SHORT
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 Na�onal & State Conven�ons 
 State & Na�onal Scholarship 

Awards 
 Newsle�er Communica�on 
 Legisla�ve Representa�on - State & 

United State Legislature 
 Exchange of Ideas 
 Adver�sing 
 Friendship 
 Pride of Excellence 
 State & Na�onal Membership Direc-

tories 
 U 0f M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA Accredited Trainings 
 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR 

training 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Tes�ng 

program 
 Access to a wide variety of Associ-

ate Members for equipment, sup-
plies & advice in all areas of busi-
ness 

 Custom OSHA Compliant Safety Pro-
gam 

 Representa�on on the USDA’S State 
Technical Commi�ees 

 Representa�on on the Environmen-
tal Issues Council 

 Na�onal LICA Contractor Magazine 
 
 

 LICA Safety Portal - Access to Safety 
Manuals specic to your business 

 Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
 Cooper Tire Program 
 Petrocon Commodi�es Program 
 Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts 

Program 
 Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits 
 Machinery Trader Member Benet 

Promo�on, buy & sell equipment: 
Inventory Mgmt System, Premium 
Hosted Website w/free Banner Ad-
ver�sing, Ecommerce Benet, Cur-
rency Benet 

 LICA Discount for CONEXPO Educa-
�on sessions 

 Business & Family Legacy Planning 
 MASA Medical Transport Solu�ons 
 Health Insurance Plan-World Ins. 
 Cleanre Discount 
 LICA Beef Benet 
 Busy Busy �me tracking - Discount 
 Big Switch Products - Discount 
 SpotCast: The Video S�cker 
 Space Pen 
 Big Iron Auc�ons - Benet 
 ADMC Membership Discount 
 Networking with other Contractors 
 Telema�csplus Benet 
 VIP Free Equipment Valua�ons 

LICA AND MN LICA BENEFITS 
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prinsco.com800.992.1725

We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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WELL EQUIPPED TO HELP 
YOUR OPERATION GROW.

RDO Equipment Co. is more than an equipment dealer. We’re your partner. 
Our team members are driven to make your operation more productive.

Minnesota
RDOequipment.com



MnLICA NEWSLETTERPage 18
MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 18 

18  

 

You’ve worked hard to construct a 
reliable business that takes pride in 
excellent workmanship. That matters. 

UFG Insurance knows the importance of protecting the 
reputation you’ve built. 

As the carrier of choice, we’re proud to offer members of 
the Minnesota Chapter of LICA a special opportunity to 
participate in our trusted state LICA insurance program.

 Receive products and services tailored to unique  
 industry needs, including comprehensive risk control.

 Exceptional customer service that doesn’t end when  
 a contract is signed.

Find a UFG agent today at ufginsurance.com.

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

HARD WORK. 
RELIABILITY. 
PRIDE.
It’s what matters. 

© 2021 United Fire & Casualty Company. All rights reserved.
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2023 AWARDS 
22002233  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr  ooff   tthhee  YYeeaarr  

DDeeee  AAnnnn  LLaarrssoonn,,  LLaannddssccaappee  GGaall  

Dee has been very active in MN LICA as 
well as National LICA. After graduating 
from University of MN Waseca and work-
ing for several other companies, she start-
ed her own landscaping business. She does 
the designing, bidding, as well as installing. 
She also handles all the bookkeeping and 
setting up jobs for the next year. She can 
operate a dozer, an excavator, skid loader 
and dump truck. She is truly a Hands on 
Boss. CONGRATULATION TO DEE ANN. 
 
(Below) 
Her mom Nordis excepted the award for her at the 
banquet.  
 

22002233  AAssssoocciiaattee  ooff   tthhee  YYeeaarr  
MMiikkee  KKlluucckk,,  WWAA  GGrroouupp  

  
  
  

Mike has only bee with MNLICA for a short 
time, but has gone above and beyond for this 
organization. Mike’s enthusiasm is truly  
Contagious. Mike is always willing to jump in 
and help as needed. Mike helped organize 
MNLICA’s participating and volunteering for 
the “Day of the Dozer” event which raises 
funds for Children’s Hospital.  Mike is  deter-
mined to  make sure everyone knows what 
LICA is about and why they would benefit from 
becoming a member.  CONGRATULATION!  

“Build your  
future with 

safety in 
mind!”

TILE  
CUTTERS  
& PROBES

CUSTOM  
MARKING FLAGS

INTAKE COVERS
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Country Enterprises 

 
1/8    pg 

Executive Director’s Report 
 
Summer is winding down and fall will be here soon, although there is a change of seasons, there is never a 
change in the amount of work to be done. But always remember, to take a few minutes each day or at 
least once a week to have those safety meetings. Safety never takes a break. If you need information or 
ideas for your safety meetings, there are many resources available to you, as a LICA member. I have an 
example  on pages 18 & 19.  
I have just returned from the National LICA Summer meeting in Pittsburgh, PA. It is always good to get to-
gether with the members from around the United States. As always , there was a lot of information about 
the industry and this organization. The summer meeting for 2025 is set to be held in Duluth, MN! Plans 
have already started and the hotel booked. I heard from many at the meetings in Pittsburgh, that they are 
excited to visit Duluth. This is a great opportunity for the Minnesota members to attend a National LICA 
meeting, its close to home! I encourage everyone to make an effort to attend. There is so much to learn, 
not just from the meetings, but networking with other LICA members from different states. I will be up-
dating  the progress of the Summer 2025 meeting in the upcoming newsletters.   
The date and location of the Annual Sporting Clays and Golf Day  Scholarship Event are set. We will be 
having the event at Good Shot, Emmons, MN, on September 13th. This site has both the sporting clay 
course and a beautiful golf course  in one location. Please see the information in this newsletter. I will also 
be mailing the registration form . Deadline for registering is August  31st.  
I continue to work on plans for the State Winter Convention, January 8-10, 2025, at the Best Western 
Plus, New Ulm.  There will be informational classes, trade show, entertainment and the annual meeting. 
Make sure to get your registrations in early for special pricing.  Registration forms will be sent out in No-
vember.  
I want to say a special Thank You to Chairman Stu Frazeur. He was absent from the last board meeting, 
but for a good cause. Stu was in attendance at the Drainage Work Group meeting held in St. Cloud. Stu 
has attended many of these meetings and keeps up with what they are proposing and what they are im-
plementing. As we all know, we need to keep on top of what the State of Minnesota is doing that effects 
this industry. It is important to keep up with the ever changing rules and regulations concerning agricul-
tural drainage.  
 
Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director 

“BUILD YOUR  
FUTURE  

WITH 
SAFETY  

IN MIND!” 
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2017 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 

Pres Doug Breberg P P      

VP Mike Lehmann P P      

Tres Scott Hutton P A      

Chrmn Karlen Nelson P P      

East Bruce Bucknell A A      

East Dan Estrem P P      

East Don Loken P A     

East Mark Olsen A P      

West Stu Frazeur P P      

West Brad Herickhoff P A      

West Steve Vis              P P     

West Justin Wildfeuer A A      

Retired Jim Walker P P      

Assc Shaun MickelsonP A      

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken P P      

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken P P     

Prins Insurance/United Fire Half Page Ad 

Prinsco Quarter 
Page Ad 

Area/Director          Jan   March   June   Aug   Nov
 P P P 

 P P P

 A P P 

 P A A

 P P P

 P A P

 P P P

 P A A

 P P P

 P P P

 P P A 

 P A P

 A A A

 P P A

 P P P

2024 Board Member Meeting Attendance
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2024 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June Aug Nov 
 

Pres Dallas Loken P P 

VP Jesse James P P 

Tres Mark Olsen A P 

Chrmn  Stu Frazeur P A 

Mark Morreim  P P 

Karlen Nelson  P A 

Everett Garlisch P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A 

Mike Lehmann  P P 

Doug Breberg  P P 

Dee Ann Larson P P 

Debra Olsen  P P 

Don Loken  P A 

Assc. Mike Kluck A A 

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg P P 

NORTHLAND TRENCHING 
  
1/2 PAGE 
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COUNTRY ENTERPRISES 
QUARTER PAGE   

TITAN MACHINER  
1/4 PG 

 
 

MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org 
 

Check out the MNLICA web-site: 
Membership: Benefits: Applications: 

Directory & Map 
Scholarship Application: Ladies 

 Activities 
Newsletter Archive: Contact 

 Information 
Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: 

 National LICA 
 

Check out Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/ 
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2024 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June Aug Nov 
 
Pres Dallas Loken P P P 

VP Jesse James P P P 

Tres Mark Olsen A P P 

Chrmn  Stu Frazeur P A A (attended 

                  DWG meeting) 

Mark Morreim  P P P 

Karlen Nelson  P A P 

Everett Garlisch P P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A A 

Mike Lehmann  P P P 

Doug Breberg  P P P 

Dee Ann Larson P P A 

Debra Olsen  P P P 

Don Loken  P A A 

Assc. Mike Kluck A A A 

Ex Dir Jenny Breberg P P P 

 
 

2024 –2025 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA  
Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
August 15, 2024, 6:00 PM, Board meeting, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 

September 13, 2024, Annual Sporting Clays & Golf Day, Good Shot,  
Emmons, MN 

January 8-10, 2025, State Winter Convention, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 
January 10, 2025, MN LICA Annual Meeting, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 
February 11-15, 2025, National LICA Winter Convention, Jacksonville, FL 

SUMMER, 2025, NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING, DULUTH, MN 

(attended DWG meeting)

Ex Dir Jenny Breberg
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PRESIDENT 
Dallas Loken 
Loken Excavating & Drainage 
3695 Hoffman Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jesse James 
Steve James Excavating 
3835 Park Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Stuart Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
MNLICA  Executive Director 
Jennifer Breberg 
2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-226-6398 

OFFICERS  STATE DIRECTORS 

    
Mark Morreim   Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.  Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN   Nicollet, MN  56074 
     
Everett Garlisch   Brad Herickhoff 
Eiden Farm Drainage   Ag Tech Drainage, LLC 
35127 746th Avenue   40536 US HWY 71 
St. James, MN    Sauk Center, MN  56378 
 
DeeAnn Larson   Michael Lehmann 
Landscape Gal LLC   Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
3343 Union Lake Trail   19184 State Hwy 22 
Northfield, MN  55057   Mankato, MN  56001 
 
Doug Breberg   Deb Olsen 
Larson Tiling, Inc   Big Woods Excavating, LLC 
812 Oak Street   12825  190th Street 
Dawson, MN  56232   Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 
Retired:    Associates  
Don Loken    Mike Kluck - USI 
Loken Excavating &  Drainage    
3695 Hoffman Drive NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2024 

SAVE THE DATE:  NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING, JULY 8-12, 2025 
DULUTH, MINNESOTA AT THE RADISON HARBORVIEW HOTEL 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


