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GREETINGS

From Your 

PRESIDENT

November 17, 2011 

To my fellow MnLICA members: 

Here we are once again in the fall rush to get all the work 
done that we can before freeze up.  Let’s remember to slow 
down and stay organized.  Safety is the number one issue. 

The winter convention is coming up fast.  Please attend!  
Reasons why: 

Attending helps support LICA 
Nordis has some very good classes lined up 
It’s good to see fellow LICA members and meet new 

people. 
There will be a tradeshow and auction 
You might learn something 
Camaraderie, friendship 
If you’re not there you might get elected for something 
Get away from the wife or spend time with the wife 
Don’t have to drink and drive (you’ll have a room) 
It will be fun 

Please attend! 

Have a safe fall and we’ll see you at the convention in 
January at the Best Western in North Mankato. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kevin Bakken 
President 

MNLICA Web-Site; www.mnlica.org 
Or e-mail Nordis Estrem at 
dnestrem@frontiernet.net 
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www.zieglercat.com

Ziegler delivers.
Guaranteed.

ZIEGLER DELIVERS
We don’t just promise

At Ziegler, we have so much confidence in our people and our performance 
that we promise extraordinarily fast response times and the highest 
quality workmanship. And we back it up with guarantees:

We GUARANTEE we’ll have any part within 24 hours of your expected 
delivery time. If we don’t, the delivery charge to your location is FREE.

We GUARANTEE we’ll repair your equipment right the first time. All our 
maintenance and repair work carries a FREE one-year labor warranty.

We GUARANTEE we’ll get to your worksite within three hours – two hours in the 
Twin Cities and Des Moines metro areas. If we can’t, our travel charges are FREE.

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

GUARANTEED RESPONSE

GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY

Some restrictions apply. For complete details, contact your Ziegler representative or 
nearest facility or visit www.zieglercat.com/guarantees.

MN LICA NL 0610.indd   1 6/4/2010   1:43:51 PM
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SAFETY WHILE SURVEYING A JOBSITE 

By Mike Lehman, AIR‐ROW FARM LAND 

I went out this afternoon to finish a survey job.   

I crossed two adjoining tracts that the land owner requesting the work said he had contacted. 

After about 20 minutes running a preliminary line one of the elderly neighboring land owners came up on his 4 wheeler very rattled / upset. 

He asked why I was there and why I was trespassing.  I explained the land owner requesting the work 

had said he contacted the land owners (last spring).  I apologized if he did not contact him. 

He said I should have asked and repeated it several times. 

He then said that he saw me in his scope, and he was just target practicing right where I was surveying. 

He said he caught me in the corner of his eye and fortunately did not shoot.  I then apologized for upsetting him, several times. 

This evening, I purchased a revolving utility magnet light and 6 feet of reflective tape for my JD Gator. 

DEEPEST SYMPATHY 

FAMILY OF 

LEROY SPRINGER 

October 27, 2011 

He worked for Krengel Brothers  

Daughter works for Massap Electric 

Mapleton, MN 

BEST BAKED CORN 

1-Cup Milk  2– Tablespoons butter 
1-Tablespoon sugar 2-Tablespoons flour 
1-15oz.can whole corn ( drain well) 
2-eggs (well beaten) 
Boil 3/4 cup of milk with butter and sugar. 
 Dissolve flour in 1/4 cup milk.  
Pour flour mixture into milk mixture to make a white 
sauce.
Add to drained corn in a 1 to 1-1/2 quart baking dish or 
Pyrex loaf pan.  
Mix in eggs.
Bake 1 hour at 400 degrees. 
Serves 4 
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OPERATING SNOW BLOWERS 
By Carolyn Mason 

More than 5,000 emergency room visits and more than 
1,000 finger amputations per year are due to snow-
blower accidents. Here are tips that can help you avoid 
injury. 
Read the instruction manual. Prior to using a new snow 
blower, read the manual to learn about safety hazards. 
Reread the manual before attempting to repair or main-
tain the blower. 
Never stick your hands or feet in the blower. If snow 
becomes impacted, stop the engine and wait at least five 
seconds. Use a solid object to clear wet snow or debris 
from the chute. Beware of the recoil of the motor and 
blades after the machine has been turned off. 
Do not leave the snow blower unattended when it is 
running. Shut off the engine if you must walk away from 
the machine. 
Add fuel before starting the snow blower. Never add 
fuel when the engine is running or hot. Wait until the en-
gine cools before refueling. Avoid spillage by using a 
non-spill container with a spout. 
Protect yourself from carbon-monoxide poisoning. 
Start and run gasoline-powdered snow blowers outside, 
rather than in enclosed areas. 
Don’t wear loose pants, jackets or scarves, which can 
get tangled in a snow blower’s moving parts.  
Wear earplugs or other hearing protection, especially 
when operating gas-powered models. 
Do not disable your snow blower’s operator presence 
control. Most snow blowers built since 1975 have this 
feature, which causes the machine to stop when the user 
releases the controls. 
Do not use the snow blower on steep slopes. Use ex-
treme caution when clearing snow from mild slopes, es-
pecially when changing directions. 
Never operate a snow blower without good visibility 
or light. 
Never operate a snow blower if you are under the in-
fluence of alcohol.

VETERAN’S DAY, November 11 
We remember our veterans, the men and women who gave of them-
selves so that each of us can enjoy our freedom. The 11th hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th month signifies the time the funs fell silent 
on WWI. This is a time for all of us to pause and remember those 
heroes who so courageously gave of themselves, not only from WWI 
but in all wars 

NORTHLAND
TRENCHING
EQUIPMENT INC.

Inter-Drain 2050 GP

Your #1 Source
For New & Used

Trenchers & Plows
*Trimble Laser and GPS Systems

* Huge Parts Inventory
* Service
* Rentals

Check out our website for all the 
latest Inventory and info…  

www.northlandtrenching.com
E-mail: nte@hickorytech.net

Corporate Office: 
12929 410 Ave.  Waseca, MN 56093

Phone: 507-835-4214   Fax: 507-835-2032
Eastern Division:

3578 N. State Road 59   Brazil, Indiana 47834
Phone: 812-835-2900  Fax: 812-835-2535

Ask us about advertising in the

MnLICA Newsletter

Today!
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RECRUIT A NEW MEMBER TODAY! 
 

MNLICA membership provides a stronger united 
voice on behalf of our industry. 
 
MNLICA provides services and programs which you 
could not do on your own without spending more 
money and time. Such as MSHA,OSHA, Competent 
Person and other trainings. 
 
MNLICA membership provides you with a profes‐
sional effective hearing in government on state 
and federal levels. 
 
MNLICA provides a great networking group 
throughout the state and USA. 
 
MNLICA provides your company with resources for 
reduced costs on products your machines use. 
 
WE NEED YOU TO ASK ONE PERSON TO JOIN TO‐

HELP MILITARY FAMILIES 

What can you do to help? Is there a military family near you? 
Volunteer to watch their child/children while they run their 
errands. Shovel the driveway or sidewalk in front of their 
house or apartment. Fix something broken or in need of re-
pair. Invite them to a fun function with your family. Host a 
neighborhood get together ask everyone to bring pictures of 
their extended families and talk about where they are and 
what they are doing. Give them support!! You may have to 
volunteer more than once before they will accept your will-
ingness to help. Be sincere! Their spouse or extended family 
is doing their part for you and our country. 

 

Thoughts by 90 year old Reginna Brett 
My odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so here are some 
of my thoughts. 
Life isn’t fair, but it ‘s still good. 
When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
Life is to short to waste time hating someone. 
Your job won’t take care of you when your sick. Your fam-
ily and friends will. Stay in touch. 

Join us at the
2012 State Convention!
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NLICA WINTER CONVENTION 
FEBRUARY 7-12,2012 

DoubleTree Hotel Downtown 
San Diego,CA. 

This should be a great time to go to Sunny Warm and Friendly California. The registration form is on the National 
LICA web-site. The reduced registration cost is $250.00 before January 13, 2012. Reduced hotel rates need to be 
made by January 7, 2012 at $129.00 (plus tax). Make you room reservations by calling 800-222-8733, Room block 
LICA 2012 National Convention. 
There will be FUN tours for all to enjoy. Tuesday, February 7 from 1:45-5:00pm you can tour the USS Midway. 
Wednesday, February 8 from 9:30am to2:30pm tour the San Diego Zoo. Thursday, February 9 from 12:00pm 
to ??? 18 holes of Golf. You can rent clubs there. Profit from this event will go to the NLICA Scholarship Fund. 
Saturday, February 11, Mirimar Speed Circuit from 1:45-5:00pm. 
Meetings will start on Thursday, February 9, 2012 at 8:00am and conclude on Friday, February 10, 2012 with a 
7:00pm caterpillar dinner. 

LICA Hotel Savings Card 
The LICA Hotel Savings Card Program from CLC Lodging simplifies lodging administration while saving 20-40% off hotel rates. This
card improves your bottom line whenever you and your employees travel for business. There is no advanced booking required and no
annual fees or minimum usage requirements. 
Call toll-free at 1-866-857-9747, Option 1,or visit online at www.CheckINNcard.com to sign up for LICA’s Hotel Savings Card  
program from CLC Lodging today! When you join, enter the key code “LICA” and the sign-up fee is waived—a $9.95 value! 
MEMBERS USE THESE BENEFITS OR LOOSE THEM!!! 

201 W. PLYMouTh STREET
JEffERSoN, WI  53549
Toll Free:  1-800-362-6642
Fax:   920-674-2782
Email:  dlucas@draintile.com

SIZES 3” – 48”
SINGLE WALL  

AND DUAL WALL
FITTINGS AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES

Manufacturer of quality drain tile since 1972.

Free delivery within 300 mile radius.  
Speedy delivery— 24-48 hours in most cases. 

Good customer service.  
1% of sales goes to American Cancer Society support  

of Breast Cancer Awareness.

ph 920-674-3332  •  www.draintile.com
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MNLICA SEPTIC CERTIFICATION 
Best Western Hotel & Restaurant 

 1111 Range Street 
North Mankato, MN  56003 

JANUARY 18, 2012 

MNLICA will offer a Septic Certification Class at the state convention on Wednesday January 18, 2012 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The cost of the class will be $180.00 per person including break and lunch.  If you sign up for 
the convention, the cost will be $150.00 per person. 

Contact Name(s) _______________________________________________________ 

Company ____________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip_______________________________________________________ 

$180.00 Registration per person     $______________ 

$150.00 Registration per person (with convention registration) $______________ 

$250.00 Registration per person non-member   $______________ 

Make checks payable to MNLICA Convention Fund, Mail to 
MNLICA

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS:   9600 S. Dennison Blvd.
Northfield, MN  55057-4547 

        Phone:  507-645-6905 
Registration Policy:  Only individuals registered and with a badge may attend convention events.  No registration 
will be processed without payment.  A $25.00 processing fee will be incurred on cancellations postmarked before 
December 30, 2011 Cancellations after December 30, 2011 will be subject to a 50% reduction in refund.  All re-
quests must be in writing. 
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This is your official notice of the 
MNLICA ANNUAL MEETING  

When:  January 16, 2012 
Where:  Best Western Hotel,  
1111 Range Street, North Mankato 
Time:  6:00 PM 

NETWORKING 101 
11 Tips for making connections 

By Carol LaWell 

Turns out the best way to market your business may take time 
more than money. Here are some effective networking tech-
niques.

1. Word of mouth, you must see a company’s name 27 times 
before they remember it. 

2. Chair an event, getting involved in a community nonprofit 
event not only shows good will, but it circulates your 
name. 

3. Put a talk together, embrace the topics you’re knowledge-
able about and give a talk to.local business men or a club. 

4. Do the right thing, Integrity and trust are basics when it 
comes to networking.  

5. Go where clients go, you may establish new relationships. 
6. Get your name out, put your LOGO on everything you 

use, shirts, vehicles, pens, jackets and hats, etc. 
7. Use FaceBook, you may think this is foolish, but you can 

get your business name out thru visiting with others here. 
8. Be personal, in networking, face to face works best. If 

you’ve only talked on the telephone or internet, invite 
them to lunch to discuss work. 

9. Spend money on meals, there are very few other ways to 
captivate someone’s time for an hour or two. 

10. Don’t have a motive, potential customers can’t think all 
you want is the sale out of the deal. Be genuine and sin-
cere.

11. Do a little bit more, always think of ways you can help 
others, clients and potential clients. Be the person you can 
always count on to do a little bit more than what is asked 
of you. Always be thoughtful and considerate.  

CHIVE-HAM BRUNCH BAKE 

1/2-cup chopped onion   
1-tablespoon butter 
1-can (5 oz) chunk ham (drain)  
1– medium tomato (chop) 
2-cups biscuit/baking mix  
2-eggs
1/2-cup Swiss or Cheddar cheese (4-oz) 
1/4-cup milk 
1/4-teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon dill weed 
1/8-teaspoon pepper 
3-tablespoons minced chives 
In a skillet, sauté onion in butter until tender. Stir in ham 
and tomato; set aside. In a bowl, combine biscuit mix and 
water, mix well. Press onto the bottom and 1/2 inch up 
the sides of a greased 9x13 inch pan at least 2 inches 
deep. Spread the ham mixture over crust; sprinkle with 
cheese.
In a bowl, beat the eggs, milk, dill. Salt and pepper; pour 
over cheese. Sprinkle with chives. 
Bake, uncovered, at 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes or 
until inserted knife near the center comes out clean. 
Serves 8.
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LightSquared v. GPS – again. 
John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations.   

16 NOV 2011/jwp 

Since you folks alerted me to the GPS concerns that bringing high-speed 
internet to rural America by a company called LightSquared might cause, and 
how its technology could disrupt GPS systems throughout the US, I have tried 
to follow the issue and report when there was something to say.  Recently I 
ran across another article that caught my eye entitled LightSquared, GPS on 
collision course by C. Boyden Gray (1).  Gray served as White House counsel 
in the George H.W. Bush administration, and given the title of the article I 
thought Gray probably was on the GPS side of things.  I was quite surprised 
at the article after reading it.  I won’t repeat it all, but will use much of what 
Gray wrote.  I don’t know if Gray is now a lobbyist for helping spread high-
speed internet technology.  I will check. 

“Good fences make good neighbors.  No matter how well you get along with 
the neighbor next door, it’s good to know where his property ends, and yours 
begins.  And good fences are essential for more than just real estate; other 
areas of the law depend on laying down clear, enforceable boundaries be-
tween one company’s intangible “property line” and another’s.  Perhaps the 
best example of this is the communications spectrum.  For more than 80 
years, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), and its predecessor 
the Federal Radio Commission, has fixed the boundaries between users’ re-
spective shares of the spectrum, and policed the spectrum to ensure that the 
users have obeyed those “fences.” 

Spectrum allocation is by and large a low-key issue.  But in recent months, 
one dispute among users of adjacent spectrum space has become particularly 
heated.  LightSquared Inc. proposes to build a telecommunications network 
combining both satellites and traditional land-based communications towers.  
LightSquared would help to bring broadband Internet access to millions of 
rural Americans, an important service for heartland residents who find them-
selves on the wrong side of a persistent “digital divide” between broadband 
“haves” and “have-nots.”  And it would help close the gap between the US, 
which ranks 15th in broadband adoption, and more technologically developed 
nations.  

The FCC approved LightSquared’s network in 2005, and until recently the 
proposed network was not controversial.  But in late 2010, the US GPS Indus-
try Council (USGIC-an advocacy group promoting the satellite location tech-
nology that now serves countless cars, phones, and other devices, including 
those used by most LICA Contractors) abruptly began to assert that Light-
Squared's network would “interfere” with GPS communications, which oc-
cupy the adjacent spectrum space. 

As a matter of regulatory procedure, USGIC's belated complaints were dubi-
ous: The GPS has known about LightSquared’s proposal since 2001, and the 
FCC approved it in 2005.  Nevertheless, it attracted virtually no criticism 
regarding GPS; only one company briefly raised the issue in 2001, but it 
ceased to press the point long before the FCC’s 2005 approval order.  But 
perhaps, even more important, the GPS industry’s public campaign against 
LightSquared relies upon a fundamental misperception: To the extent that 
LightSquared's and GPS activities would be incompatible, it is not because of 
malfeasance on LightSquared’s part.  Quite the contrary: GPS 
communications spill over into LightSquared’s share of the spectrum (I certainly did 
not know that.  That I will check.).   

Until now this has not been a problem because LightSquared has not actively used its 
spectrum.  Only when it became evident that LightSquared would actually 
make its proposal a reality, and after the company had invested $1 billion, did 
LightSquared face a public campaign, before both the FCC and the court of 
public opinion.

In this controversy, some have argued that LightSquared improperly lob-
bied the White House to promote its cause.  But Gray’s focus is not on that 
dispute, but to focus on the regulatory issues.  And in that respect he says 
there is no serious dispute: Critics raised no concerns regarding Light-
Squared’s effects on GPS for nearly a decade.  Only after LightSquared 
received FCC approval, and invested vast sums of capital in the project, did 
GPS begin to complain, and about problems of GPS’s own making. 

LightSquared has offered to voluntarily shoulder much of the burden for 
identifying the full scope of GPS’s technological problem. But the FCC 
itself warned that accountability rests “not only on new entrant’s but on 
incumbent users,” namely GPS, “who must use receivers that reasonably 
discriminate against reception of signals outside their allocated spectrum.” 

In other words, GPS bears more than a little responsibility to contribute to a 
solution for a problem it helped create.  It is unfair to ignore the clear pub-
lic record here going back to 2001, along with the reasonable investment 
expectation based on that record.  To do so would discourage similar future 
investment in new telecommunications technology, just when we need 
more innovation, not less.” 

Well, that is certainly a side of the story I had not heard.  How about you?     

Reference. 

1.  Gray, C. Boyden, LightSquared, GPS on collision course, The Washing-
ton Times, Nov. 9, 2011, p A11.

2012 LICA Ladies Committee Raffle 
A Diamond Necklace 

14 carat White Gold Pendant  
With 3 Diamonds on an 
18” White Gold Chain 

Contact Dee Liddle at
riddle@butler-bremer.com  

or call 319-275-4528 
4-tickets for $10.00 

(need not be present to win) 
Or contact Nordis Estrem  

At dnestrem@frontiernet.net 
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MPCA begins accepting applications for $350,000 in clean diesel grant funding

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) continues to utilize funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to clean up 
diesel engines and help improve Minnesota’s air quality.  Nearly half of all air pollution in the state is created by transportation, and older diesel 
engines are a strategic target of both the MPCA and the EPA.

In recent years the MPCA has used state and federal funding to help reduce emissions on about 2,500 heavy-duty diesel engines in the state, 
beginning first with school buses and then public snowplows and dump trucks.

Beginning Nov. 14, the MPCA will be seeking applicants to use its federal Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) grant funding to improve a wider 
range of fleets.  Applications must be received by Dec. 22, 2011, and projects must be completed by Aug. 31, 2012.

The MPCA’s new target will be public and private on-road and off-road diesel fleets older than 2007 that operate in Minnesota, with preference 
given to those operating in the seven-county Twin Cities metro area.  Focus remains on the Twin Cities because air quality there is close to ex-
ceeding the national air quality health standards for fine particles and ozone.

“Diesel engines are essential due to their longevity and efficiency, but older diesels pollute significantly more than other vehicles in terms of fine 
particle pollution,” MPCA Assistant Commissioner David Thornton said.  “Overall the air quality is improving in the state, but more medical studies 
showing health problems at lower levels of air pollution prompted the EPA to make standards more strict in recent years,” he explained.

The current Request for Propossl (RFP) will fund EPA-approved technologies, including idle reduction, emission controls, hybrid replacement and 
engine re-powers.  Vehicle and equipment examples include on-road class 5 (16,000 lb. gross vehicle weight) or larger delivery trucks, off-road 
construction equipment, generators of 100-300 horsepower, and refrigeration units for delivery trucks.

The minimum award is $10,000 and the maximum award is $150,000.  Vehicles and equipment must be in working order to be eligible for grant 
funding and no work can begin until a contract agreement is approved by the MPCA.  For a copy of the Request for Proposal (RFP), contact Mar-
tina Cameron by email at contracts.pca@state.mn.us or call her at 651-757-2259.  Applicants will need to give an email address to receive the 
RFP application and supporting materials electronically.  The email subject line should read: “CR5220, Clean Diesel RFP.”  More information can 
be found online on the MPCA’s Grants/Financial Assistance for Clean Diesel Projects page.

EECI10723-S02-01
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DIRECTORS REPORT 

Jeanie and Nordis have been busy getting all the details com-
pleted for the January 15-17, 2012 State Convention and
Tradeshow. The SSTS 6 hour training will be on Wednes-
day, January 18, 2012 at the Best Western Hotel. You should 
have received a mailing with all the classes and the Annual 
Meeting times and dates in the mail. 
If you have not gotten one please call the office and we will 
send one out right away.  

DON’T FORGET: 
In January MNLICA will be hosting two out-state trainings. 
On January 30-31, 2012 the 10 hour OSHA and a 2 hour 
DOT by the MN. State Highway Patrol will be held at Sauk 
Centre. It will be hosted by Ag. Tech Drainage, LLC (Brad 
Herickhoff). This is a two day training.  

The MSHA one-day training will be on February 7, 2012 
hosted by Kevin Bakken at his shop. See you there!  
Bring a potential member! 

GRANDCHILDREN
Grandmas are moms with lost of frosting—Author Unknown 

What a bargain grandchildren are! I give them my loose change and 
they give me a million dollars’ worth of pleasure—Gene Perret 

Grandmothers are just “antique” girls—Author Unknown 

Perfect love sometimes does not come until the fist grandchild—
Welsh Proverb 

A grandmother is a babysitter who watches the kids instead of  tele-
vision—Author Unknown 

Never have children, only grandchildren—Gore Vidal 

Becoming a grandmother is wonderful. One moment you’re just a 
mother. The next you are all-wise and prehistoric—Pam Brown 

Grandchildren don’t stay young forever, which is good because 
Grandfathers have only  so many horsy rides in them—Gene Perrot 

When grandparents enter the door, discipline flies out the win-
dow—Ogden Nash 

Grandmas never run out of hugs or cookies—Author Unknown 

INSURANCE, INC.
SINCE 1936

Administered by:

How does your policy stack up?

For more information, contact your insurance agent or visit www.prinsins.com.

LICA ReCommended InsuRAnCe PRogRAm

- Policies designed specifically for dirt movers
- A safety group program, over $1,000,000 paid back to LICA 
  contractors in the form of a dividend

Copyright © 2010 Continental Western Group, LLC. All rights reserved.

800.992.1725 | WWW.PRINSCO.COM

corporate headquarters:

1717 16th Street NE | 3rd Floor |Willmar, MN 56201

locations: Fairfax, MN | Prinsburg, MN | Rose Creek, MN | Chatsworth, IL

Fort Dodge, IA | Jesup, IA | Bethany, MO | Fresno, CA

For over 30 years, Prinsco has been

developing more than just plastic pipe. We’ve

been developing a reputation that's founded on one

simple thing: integrity. It’s how we design our

products, it’s how we treat our customers, it’s how we

do business.

Look for our gold stripe of quality to ensure your

pipe has been engineered with integrity.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota 
Land
Improvement Contractors Association. I under-
stand
That I will receive all member benefits, and 
that they will begin as soon as my application is 
approved and 
My dues are received in the State Office. My 
membership fee includes membership in the 
National Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 

Name:_______________________________________ 

Spouse:______________________________________

Company:___________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________

City,State,Zip:________________________________ 

Phone:______________________________________

Fax:________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________ 

Birthday (for Ins.):____________________________ 

Please enclose check payable in the appropriate 
amount as indicated below and mail this form 
to:
MNLICA, 9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 

Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Retired Member    $  50.00 

MEMBER BENEFITS 

1.A D & D INSURANCE (MN. Only) 
2.CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
3.NATIONAL &  STATE NEWSLETTERS 
4.SAFETY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 
5.OSHA TRAININGS 
6.MSHA TRAININGS 
7.SSTS TRAININGS 
8.UPDATES ON THE NEWEST LAWS and 
 REGULATIONS; State and National 
9. FELLOWSHIP with the Friendly Competitors 
10.DISCOUNT PROGRAMS Local and National 
11.LAND & WATER MAGAZINE 
12.STATE/NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS
For your Children/Grandchildren and Employees Children 
13. SAFETY MANUAL WITH OSHA FORMS 
14. WINTER & SUMMER CONVENTIONS 
15. ACCESS TO DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING
16. REWARD PROGRAM FOR THEFT and  
 VANDALIZED EQUIPMENT 
17. GAIN LEADERSHIP SKILLS
18. ACCESS TO A WIDE VARIETY OF EQUIPMENT 
 SUPPLIES & ADVICE IN AREAS OF BUSINESS 
19. SELF-INSURED WORK COMP PROGRAM  
 ACCESS (EEP)
20.BEYOND PERKS CARD (Discount’s on line) 
21. RETIREMENT PROGRAM
22. REPRESENTATION ON USDA COMMITTEE
23. REPRESENTATION on the NATIONAL  
 WATERSHED COALILITION COMMITTEE
24. REPRESENTATION on the COMMON GROUND
ALLIANCE COMMITTEE 
25. REPRESTATION with  MINNESOTA and     
WASHINGTON DC LEGISLATORS
26. REPRESENTATION ON MPCA COMMITTEE 
27. HAVE FUN and NETWORK WITH OTHER 
CONTRACTORS AROUND THE U S A 
28. PETROCON (Savings on Lubricants, Tires, Oil, etc) 

LICA MISSION STATEMENT 

To promote, perpetuate and improve  
The proper use of our renewable natural 

Resources for the benefit of all!
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The Land Improvement Contractors of America 
3080 Ogden Ave., Suite 300, Lisle, IL 60532  •  (630) 548-1984 • Fax: (630) 548-9189 

LICA Mission Statement

This statement was proposed by the group meeting in Rochester last July. 

LICA serves its members and state chapters by strengthening their capability in assisting landowners and users in the stewardship of our 
nation’s precious natural resources. 

Or, here is another statement proposed by ILLICA’s Dave Hurst 

LICA promotes the stewardship of our precious natural resources through our network of members and partners by providing the tools to 
achieve high standards in land improvement. 

The LICA Executive Committee should decide on the mission statement at their meeting in Atlanta.  The statement will be part of the strategic 
plan update proposed to the membership in San Diego. 

LICA’s Vision Statement.

A vision statement expands on the LICA mission, and provides more insight into how that mission is to be carried out.  The participants dis-
cussed many ideas for a vision.  One idea from Rochester was: 

LICA will be an effective partner to its members and state chapters supporting their capability in assisting landowners and users in the stew-
ardship of our nation’s precious natural resources by providing leadership and training, improving communications, promoting sound fi-

nancial management, and providing representation to federal, state and local legislative bodies on natural resource issues. 

This vision statement is quite good.  It contains all the elements usually found in a vision statement.  The LICA Executive Committee meeting 
in Atlanta should also decide on the vision statement prior to it going to the membership. 
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MNLICA WEB MAIL 
To get items on the MNLICA Web page please  

HISTORY OF VETERANS DAY 

WW I-know at the time as “The Great War” officially 
ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on 6-
28-1919. However, fighting ceased seven months ear-
lier when an armistice, or temporary cessation of hos-
tilities, between the Allied nations and Germany went 
into effect on the  11th day of the 11th month on the 
11th hour. For that reason November 11, 1918, is gen-
erally regarded as the end of  “the war to end all wars.” 
In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed No-
vember 11th as the first commemoration of Armistice 
Day with the following words: “To us in America, the 
reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn 
pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s 
service and with gratitude for the victory, both because 
of the thing from which it has freed us and because of 
the opportunity it has given America to show her sym-
pathy with peace and justice in the councils of the na-
tions..”
The original concept for the celebration was for a day 
observed with parades and public meetings and a brief 
suspension of business beginning at 11:00am. 
The United States Congress officially recognized the 
end of WW I 
When it passed a concurrent resolution on June 4, 1926, 
with these words: Whereas the 11th of November, 
1918,marked the cessation of the most destructive, san-
guinary, and far reaching war in human annals and the 
resumption by the people of other nations, which we 
hope may never see again be severed, and Where as it
is fitting that the recurring anniversary of this date 
should be commemorated with thanksgiving and prayer 
and exercises designed to perpetuate peace through 
good will and mutual understanding between nations; 
and Where as the legislatures of 27 of our States have 
already declared November 11 to be a legal holiday: 
Therefore be it Resolved by the Senate ( the House con-
curring) that the President of the US is requested to is-
sue a proclamation calling upon the officials  to display 
the flag of the US on all Government buildings on No-
vember11 and inviting the people of the US to observe 
the day in schools, churches, or other suitable places, 
with appropriate ceremonies of friendly relations with 
all other peoples. 
An Act (52 Stat.351; 5 U S Code, Sec. 87a) approved 
May 13, 1938, made the 11th of November a legal holi-
day each year. 
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OFFICERS AREA STATE DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT
Kevin Bakken 
Bakken Excavating, LLC 
9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 
612-328-2784 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Mark Morreim 
Morreim Drainage, Inc. 
71610 263rd Street 
Albert Lea, MN. 55007 
507-826-3449 

TREASURER 
Doug Gysbers 
Doug’s Back-Hoe Service 
6551 357th Street Way 
Cannon Falls, MN 55009 

CHAIRMAN 
Doug Gysbers 
Doug’s Backhoe Service 
6551 357th Street Way 
Cannon Falls, MN. 55009 
507-263-5630 

MNLICA OFFICE 
Nordis Estrem-Exec. Director 
Estrem Excavating, Inc. 
4605 County 49 Blvd. 
Dennison, MN. 55018 
dnestrem@frontiernet.net 
Cell: 507-649-1771 
Phone: 507-789-5725 
Fax: 507-789-6033 

Jeanie Bakken 
9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 
bakken4957@gmail.com 
507-645-6905 
Cell: 651-343-5866 
Fax:  507-645-1654 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 
Fax: 630-548-9189 

Chuck Wingert-SE Vice Chair  Mark Gregor 
Wingert Realty & Land Surveying  Gregor Tiling 
Mankato, MN. 56001   Minnesota Lake, MN. 56068 

Bruce Holst-SE Area Chair  Darren Anderson 
Bruce’s Back-hoe Service, Inc.  Anderson Rock & Lime, Inc. 
Goodhue, MN. 55027   Cannon Falls, MN. 55009 

Don Estrem-SE Sec.    Kevin Ellingson 
Estrem Excavating, Inc.   Ellingson Company, Inc. 
Dennison, MN. 55018   West Concord, MN. 55985 

Don Loken    
Don Loken Exc. & Drainage   
Owatonna, MN. 55060    

Karlen Nelson-SW & NO. Area Chair
Nelson Brothers Tiling  
Nicollet, MN. 56074   

Stu Frazeur    Doug Breberg 
Stu Frazeur Tiling   Larson Tiling, Inc. 
Canby, MN. 56220   Dawson, MN. 56232 

Justin Wildfeuer    Roger Molenaar-Retired
Gass Trenching, Inc.   Molenaar Drainage 
Fulda, MN. 56131   Renville, MN. 56284 

Greg Walsh    Kent Rodelius-Associate 
Greg Walsh Enterprises   Prinsco, Inc. 
Murdock, MN. 56271   Willmar, MN. 56201 

Otto Templin    James Becvar-Associate 
E & T Contracting, Inc.   Century Plastics, Inc. 
Hutchinson, MN. 55350   Hayfield, MN. 55940 

2012 UPCOMING EVENTS 
MNLICA Web-site:www.mnlica.org 

2012 

January 15-17 MNLICA Convention  Best Western Hotel 
        North Mankato 
January 18 SSTS (6-hour) class  Best Western Hotel 
         North Mankato 

January 30-31 OSHA 10 hour training  Sauk Centre, MN 
  DOT Lock-out Tag-out 2-hour-Training 

February 7 MSHA    Kevin Bakken Shop,  
      Northfield  

February 7-12 NLICA Winter Convention San Diego, CA 
      Double Tree Hotel  
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
9600 S. Dennison Blvd.
Northfield, MN  55057

The LICA Creed
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