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Poof! Just like that it is June. 
 
Where did the spring go? 
 
As some of us are finishing up our spring tiling 
and various other projects, summer is soon to 
begin. 
 
 I want to wish all seniors that are graduating 
from college or high school the very best in their 
new  endeavors. 
 
Looking into summer, the National LICA meeting 
is in Duluth in July. Duluth in Minnesota in July, 
should be a good time. I hope to see some  
familiar faces there.  
 
I’m looking forward to a little summer get away 
with the family. I’ve been to Duluth but never in 
the summer and never for site seeing. Should be 
interesting.  
 
Until next time, hope everyone has an awesome 
start to the summer and have the opportunity 
to get out to your community get togethers. 
 
Dallas Loken 
MN LICA President 
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DAD  
JOKES 

PRECISION INTAKES 
1/4 PAGE 

ATTENTION! CORRECTIONS TO THE MN LICA DIRECTORY 
 

Mid-Tech Services, Inc - Address: 2363 S. Linn Ave., New Hampton, IA 
 

Timewell Drainage Products, email contact: akoch@timewellpipe.com 
Website: timewellpipe.com/Matt’s phone: 507-430-4530 

Address: 196  1075 N. Ave, Timewell, IL  62375 
 

Barnett Bros, Inc: Contact: Daniel Barnett 

RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  FFAATTHHEERR’’SS  DDAAYY  --  JJUULLYY  1155TTHH  

What does a cloud  
wear under its 
raincoat? 
 
Thunderwear! 
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Minnesota LICA is excited to host this years' Summer Meeting!  
 

Duluth offers beauty, charm and plenty of activities for everyone. LICA 
members will be captivated by the stunning scenery of Minnesota 
and  Lake Superior. 
 
Attendees will enjoy accommodations at the Radisson Duluth Har-
borview, just a short walk to the lakefront. This historic hotel offers 
spectacular views from the Harbor 360 rotating restaurant, situated on 
the 16th floor. 
 
Now is your chance to attend a National LICA event in your own back 
yard! All the information, registration and agenda can be found on the 
National LICA website: licanational.com  Just click on the Event tab and 
click on the Summer 2025 Meeting, Duluth, MN.  
 
We would really like to see you there!   
MN LICA Board of Directors 
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UFG Insurance and Prins Insurance donate to LICA education 
 
UFG Insurance and Prins Insurance are proud to support the 
state LICA chapters through our annual Educational and Safety 
Initiative. In 2025, the initiative provided $108,482.54 to help 
grow educational and safety efforts that align with risk manage-
ment practices — an investment that strengthens the success of 
the state LICA insurance program.  
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You’ve worked hard to construct a 
reliable business that takes pride in 
excellent workmanship. That matters. 

UFG Insurance knows the importance of protecting the 
reputation you’ve built. 

As the carrier of choice, we’re proud to offer members of 
the Minnesota Chapter of LICA a special opportunity to 
participate in our trusted state LICA insurance program.

 Receive products and services tailored to unique  
 industry needs, including comprehensive risk control.

 Exceptional customer service that doesn’t end when  
 a contract is signed.

Find a UFG agent today at ufginsurance.com.

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

HARD WORK. 
RELIABILITY. 
PRIDE.
It’s what matters. 

© 2021 United Fire & Casualty Company. All rights reserved.
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Executive Director’s Report 
 

Well, summer seems to be here. The busiest time of the year for everyone. Remember to never be 
too busy to “REMEMBER SAFETY FIRST”.   
 
If you haven’t heard by now, the National LICA Summer Meeting is coming to MINNESOTA. It would be 
really great to see a large number of MN LICA members there! All details and registration infor-
mation is posted on the Nation LICA Website: licanational.com As someone who has attended many of 
these National Conventions both before and now as Executive Director, I know you will have a great 
experience. Meeting other Contractors from many other states is always informational. Even if you 
haven’t attended one before, you will fit right in the minutes you walk through the door.  
 
Beside getting ready for the summer meeting, the board and I have been busy planning events for 
2025. The Scholarship Fundraiser will be September 12th. The location hasn’t been booked yet, but we 
are looking at the Le Seuer area. We have also started planning much of the Convention for 2026. 
Plans are to have a safety/OSHA class on Wednesday this year, Trade Show on Thursday and we are 
working on the rest of the seminars/trainings for Thursday and Friday.  
As always, I invite you to share your ideas and suggestions for the Convention.   
 
As you can see by the front cover, we gave away three $1,000 scholarships. These three are excep-
tional young women. We wish them the best in their future endeavors.  
 
Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director 

Rinke-Noonan Half Page Ad 
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ADMC and USDA-NRCS Formalize Partnership to Advance  
Conservation Drainage Practices 

Posted on April 28, 2025 
Washington, D.C. — The Agricultural Drainage Management Coalition (ADMC) and the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) have formally renewed 
their strategic relationship through a newly signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), solidifying a 
shared commitment to improving agronomic efficiency, water quality, and environmental performance 
across America’s drained agricultural landscapes. 
 
This five-year agreement strengthens the longstanding collaboration between ADMC and NRCS to promote 
the adoption and management of science-based conservation drainage practices. These efforts are aimed at 
enhancing crop production, minimizing production risks, and achieving sustainable agricultural outcomes 
through innovative public-private partnerships. 
 
“Water management is a critical component of agriculture,” said Chuck Brandel, President of ADMC. “This 
MOU ensures we continue working alongside NRCS to drive innovation, deliver practical solutions for 
farmers, and support resilient agricultural communities.” 
 
Under the agreement, NRCS will designate its Northeast and Central Regional Conservationists as senior-
level co-leaders responsible for fostering public-private partnership efforts to accelerate and expand the 
adoption of conservation drainage practices and systems. 
 
The agency also recognizes these practices as essential for achieving both conservation and economic out-
comes on drained landscapes—including improved crop production, enhanced water quality, greater drought 
resilience, and downstream flood reduction. Additionally, NRCS will work to optimize the role of certified 
Technical Service Providers (TSPs) to help meet the increasing demand for conservation drainage planning 
and implementation. “Our ultimate goal is to put farmers first,” said NRCS Chief Aubrey Bettencourt. 
“Through this partnership, we’re working with ADMC to improve our conservation practices so they work 
better for producers and leverage the latest and most efficient technologies.” 
 
As part of its responsibilities, ADMC will: 
• Facilitate producer adoption of conservation drainage practices, 
• Provide NRCS with current, localized cost data for system components, 
• Identify emerging technologies and recommend program enhancements, 
• Identify data and assessment needs that can advance the understanding on the impacts of conservation 

drainage practices at the farm, watershed, and landscape scales. 
 
The MOU reinforces a mutual goal to explore and implement innovative strategies that expand the reach and 
effectiveness of conservation drainage systems, particularly in areas with significant opportunity for environ-
mental and agronomic benefit. 
“This collaboration reflects the best of what public and private partnerships can accomplish,” added Brandel. 
“Together, we’re laying the foundation for the next generation agricultural productivity and environmental 
stewardship.” 
About ADMC 
Founded in 2004, the Agricultural Drainage Management Coalition is an industry-led nonprofit organization 
committed to enhancing crop production and improving water quality through the adoption of effective 
drainage water management practices. ADMC unites industry leaders, researchers, and policymakers to de-
liver real-world solutions for American agriculture. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Association. I understand 
that I will receive all member benefits, and that they 
will begin as soon as my application is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the National Land 
Improvement Contractors of America.  
(Members Only) 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 
Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
 2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
 
Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Retired Member    $  50.00 
 

 
 
LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 
 National & State Conventions 
 State & National Scholarship Awards 
 Newsletter Communication 
 Legislative Representation 
 Exchange of Ideas 
 Advertising 
 Friendship 
 Pride of Excellence 
 State and National Directories 
 U of M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 
 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
 Access to a Wide variety of Associate Mem-

bers for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all 
Areas of  Business 

 National LICA Contractor Magazine 
 LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A 

Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-
Date Information on OSHA Regulations) 

 Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection  
 Program 
 The LICA Safety Portal 
 Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
 Petrocon Commodities Program 
 Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program 
 Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits 
 Cooper Tire Program 
 Machinery Trader Member Benefit Promotion, 

Buy & Sell Equipment: Inventory Mgmt  
 System, Premium Hosted Website,  
 Ecommerce Benefit 
 LICA Discount for 2026 CONEXPO Education  
 Sessions 
 MASA Medical Transport Solutions 
 Health Insurance Plan World Insurance 
 401K Employee Program 
 Payroll & HR 
 Cleanfire Discount 
 Busy Busy time tracking –Discounted 
 Big Switch Products—Discounted 
 Business & Family Legacy Planning 
 Big Iron Auctions - Benefit 
 ADMC Membership Discount 
 CDL Entry Level Driver Training Program 
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We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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OPTIONAL TOURS TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY 

MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 5 

5  

Minnesota LICA is excited to host this years' Summer Meeting!  
 

Duluth offers beauty, charm and plenty of activities for everyone. LICA 
members will be captivated by the stunning scenery of Minnesota 
and  Lake Superior. 
 
Attendees will enjoy accommodations at the Radisson Duluth Har-
borview, just a short walk to the lakefront. This historic hotel offers 
spectacular views from the Harbor 360 rotating restaurant, situated on 
the 16th floor. 
 
Now is your chance to attend a National LICA event in your own back 
yard! All the information, registration and agenda can be found on the 
National LICA website: licanational.com  Just click on the Event tab and 
click on the Summer 2025 Meeting, Duluth, MN.  
 
We would really like to see you there!   
MN LICA Board of Directors 
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Educational Seminars  -  Friday, July 11th 
 

3 Steps to Help Prevent Suicide: Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) 
Presented by: National Alliance on Mental Illness 

 Learn the three steps anyone can take to help prevent suicide. Just like CPR, QPR is an emergency re-
sponse to someone in crisis, and it can save lives. QPR is the most widely taught gatekeeper training 

program in the United States, and more than one million adults have been trained in classroom  
settings in 48 states.  

This class is for members who want to learn best practices in suicide prevention. Just as people trained 
in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people trained in QPR learn 
how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, persuade, and refer some-
one to help. Each year thousands of Americans, like you, are saying “Yes” to saving the life of a friend, 

colleague, sibling, or neighbor. 
 

Preserving Families and Perpetuating Your Business 
Presented by: Greg Grecco, Principal, Greco & Associates Financial Services 

Business transition planning may seem optional if you’re comfortable with the government’s default 
plan or trust your children to manage the transition. However, consider these five questions: 

Are you okay with the government’s plan for your business? 
Do you trust your children to manage the transition without harming family ties? 

Is it important for the business to remain in the family rather than being sold? 
Are you confident your lender will finance the next generation? 

Would you accept your kids selling the business to cover your future care costs? 
If any of these concerns you, it’s time to plan. This workshop can help secure your business and  

Family legacy. 
 

Designing and Building Resilient Septic Systems 
Presented by: Dr. Sara Heger, University of Minnesota 

 Since 1974, the University of Minnesota has been providing education and conducting research regard-
ing septic systems. The wastewater generated in homes and businesses has changed over the last 50 

years. Residential properties generally use less water with increased medications, cleaners, and person-
al care products. In addition, challenges like floods and water tables need to be accounted for to ensure 

septic system performance.  Dr. Sara Heger will discuss how Minnesota deals with these challenges. 
 

Audit Committee Summary 
Presented by: Paul Demuth, OH 

The audit of a National LICA has taken place, led by volunteer members who conducted a thorough 
evaluation of the organization’s financial practices for the past fiscal year. In this session a summary of 

the findings will be discussed. 
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Country Enterprises 

 
1/8    pg 

“Start each 
work week 

with  
Safety talks 

with  
employees” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You need to be aware of a new Federal Acquisition Regulation published on June 2, 
2023. The FAR clause prohibits contractors from “having or using TikTok on any device 
used to conduct official business: for any federal government contract. This applies to 
all devices used by federal contractors to conduct official business regardless of wheth-
er the device is owned by the government, the contractor, or the contractor’s employ-
ees, meaning it can extend to include personal devices. By device it applies to comput-
ers, tablets, and cell phones. One example of a violation of the rule would be accessing 
your company email regarding a government contract on a phone with TikTok installed 
including by your employees.  
Why the rule? There are concerns about Chinese-owned TikTok and its collection of da-
ta. 
It is recommended that you check your contracts for this new provision going forward. 
Federal work in this case is not just your DOD level but also MnDOT and other federally 
funded entities. 
 

This information was found on the Association of Women Contractors website:  
https://awcmn.org under Barb’s Blog.  

NATIONAL SUMMER  
MEETING 

 

JULY 8-12, 2025 
DULUTH, MN 
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2025 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled  
Board Member           Jan     Mar   June    Aug 
 
Pres Dallas Loken P A  

VP Jesse James P P 

Tres Mark Olsen P P 

Chrmn  Stu Frazeur P P 

Mark Morreim  P P 

Karlen Nelson  P P 

Everett Garlisch P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A 

Mike Lehmann  P P 

Doug Breberg  P A 

Dee Ann Larson P P 

Debra Olsen  P P 

Don Loken  P P 

Assoc. Mike Kluck A A 

Ex Dir Jenny Breberg P P 

MAY 26TH  

REASONS TO JOIN LICA 
 

> Contractor members, their children 
and employees are eligible to partici-
pate in the Minnesota LICA Scholar-
ship 

> Increase your ability to shape legisla-
tive and regulatory rules. 

> Become more knowledgeable of the 
changes in the construction industry. 

> Increase your company’s profitability. 
> Workshops and seminars to learn 

ways to become more competitive. 
> Eligible to take advantage of a long 

list of benefits exclusive to LICA. 
> Be listed in the MN LICA Directory 

and the National LICA Directory. 
> Networking with other Contractors. 
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PRESIDENT 
Dallas Loken 
Loken Excavating & Drainage 
3695 Hoffman Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jesse James 
Steve James Excavating 
3835 Park Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Stuart Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
MNLICA  Executive Director 
Jennifer Breberg 
2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-226-6398 

OFFICERS  STATE DIRECTORS 

    
Mark Morreim   Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.  Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN   Nicollet, MN  56074 
     
Everett Garlisch   Brad Herickhoff 
Eiden Farm Drainage   Ag Tech Drainage, LLC 
35127 746th Avenue   40536 US HWY 71 
St. James, MN    Sauk Center, MN  56378 
 
DeeAnn Larson   Michael Lehmann 
Landscape Gal LLC   Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
3343 Union Lake Trail   19184 State Hwy 22 
Northfield, MN  55057   Mankato, MN  56001 
 
Doug Breberg   Deb Olsen 
Larson Tiling, Inc   Big Woods Excavating, LLC 
812 Oak Street   12825  190th Street 
Dawson, MN  56232   Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 
Retired:    Associates  
Don Loken    Mike Kluck - USI 
Loken Excavating &  Drainage    
3695 Hoffman Drive NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 

 

2025-2026 UPCOMING EVENTS 
Web-site: www.mnlica.org 

 
June 19, 2025,  6:00 PM, MN LICA Board Meeting, New Ulm, MN 

 
July 8th - 12th, 2025, National Summer Meeting 

Duluth, MN 
 

August 14, 2025, MN LICA Board Meeting, New Ulm, MN 
 

September 12, 2025, Annual Sporting Clays & Golf Day, TBD 
 

November 20, 2025, MN LICA Board Meeting, New Ulm, MN 
 

January 14-16, 2026, MN LICA Winter Convention, New Ulm, MN 
 

February 28 - March 2, 2026, National LICA Winter Convention 
 and CON/EXPO, Las Vegas, NV 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232
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