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ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
BOWER’S GREAT LAKES INTER-DRAIN
COUNTRY ENTERPRISES
NORTHLAND TRENCHING EQUIPMENT
PRECISION INTAKES, LTD
PRINS INSURANCE/UFG
PRINSCO
RDO EQUIPMENT
TIMEWELL DRAINAGE
UNITED RENTALS TRENCH SAFETY
WA GROUP

THANK YOU TO MEMBERS WHO DONATED / AND OR  
PARTICIPATED IN OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER!
AG-TECH DRAINAGE
AIR-ROW SURVEYING
ANDERSON TRUCKING
BAKKEN EXCAVATING LLC
BARNETT BROS
BIG WOODS EXCAVATING LLC
BOE BROS TILING, INC.
BROMELING EXCAVATING, INC.
BRUCE BUCKNELL CONSTRUCTION, INC.
DOUG’S BACKHOE SERVICE
EKSTROM DRAINAGE
EIDEN FARM DRAINAGE CO
KEVIN AND JEANIE BAKKEN
KRENGEL BROS INC
LANDSCAPGAL
LOKEN EXCAVATING & DRAINAGE
MORREIM DRAINAGE INC.
NELSON BROS TILING LLC
REGION IV VP CHRIS BRAUER

TO OUR ASSOCIATES WHO SPONSORED / AND OR  
PARTICIPATED IN OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER!



MnLICA NEWSLETTERPage 2

GREETINGS

From Your

PRESIDENT

MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 2 

2  

 

GREETINGS 
 

From Your 
 

PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 

Need Picture Sent 
Here! 

 

 MNLICA President’s Report 
 

The year 2019 in review.  Several MNLICA 
members met with State Representatives at the 
Capital in St Paul. Doug Breberg from Dawson, 

was named National LICA Contractor of the 
Year and Minnesota LICA received the Kemps 

Award.   

United Fire General and Prins Insurance did a 
great job  hosting their annual LICA State Group 

educational meetings.  

The national LICA convention was held in Van-
couver, Washington which included some beau-

tiful scenery.  Several existing members from 
various other states commented that it was a 

'mistake’ not to join LICA sooner, once they real-
ized all the benefits.  

After the Supreme Court struck down the EPA’s 
rule, a lawsuit blocked the (WOTUS) rule.  Had 
this rule been enacted, it would have severely 

impacted farmers and contractors.  

The MNLICA Scholarship fundraiser was a great 
success! The Clay Shoot and Golf Outing was 

held at Sauk Center, in early September.   

Our MNLICA winter convention was cut short 
due to the weather.  The trade show, education 
classes, scholarship auction, entertainment and 

meetings were a great success!  

It was a great experience to be the MNLICA 
president, these past 2 years.  Thank you for 

your support.  Congratulations to Steve Vis, from 
Beaver Creek, on becoming your incoming pres-

ident.  

Michael Lehmann - MNLICA President 
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 MNLICA President’s Report 
 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 

  It is hard to believe how fast the summer is go-
ing! Hopefully, everyone is staying as busy as 
they want to be this summer. It seems like every 
year has different challenges. Either it's too cold 
and wet or too hot and dry. Hopefully, everybody 
is getting some rain as we all seem to be connect-
ed to agriculture in some way. With the price of 
resin going way up we have all had to adjust our 
business plans if we work with plastic. Just re-
member it is probably not your salesman's fault.  
 

  At our last board meeting a vote was taken and 
Jenny Breberg has been hired to take the Execu-
tive Director's position. A lot of us know Jenny 
and are excited to have her on with MNLICA. She 
has a short bio in this newsletter. Kevin and Jean-
ie will be staying on for a while to help Jenny out 
with all the responsibilities of the position. 
 

  We want to also thank Don Loken for agreeing 
to fill Jim Walker's spot on the board as our re-
tired board member. Don has many years of 
knowledge that he can add to our group. 
 
  We have a nice group from MNLICA going to the 
national convention in Niagara Falls, NY. Hopeful-
ly, they have an enjoyable and informative time 
there. Pray for safe travels for all the convention 
attendees. 
 

  Our Scholarship outing will be coming up in 
September. For now, it looks like it will be in St. 
James. When all the plans are finalized, you will 
be notified. If it works into your busy schedule, 
try, and support this event. It is a great time and 
supports our scholarship fund which was award-
ed to four high school seniors this past year. 
 

  Hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable sum-
mer with your family and friends. 
 

Steve Vis- MNLICA President 
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 MNLICA President’s Report 
 

Hi, My name is Steve Vis from Beaver Creek, MN.  My 
business partner Bruce Van Dyken and I operate Vis 
and Van Dyken Drainage, LLC.  It has been a family 

owned business for around 30 years.  It is an honor to 
be your next MNLICA President for the next couple of 

years. 
As I write this our nation is being quite proactive in 
trying to stop the spread of the Corona Virus.  Many 
businesses, schools, and events are being cancelled 
or postponed.  As we get ready for the busy Spring 

season there is much uncertainty.  We are all hoping 
things will settle down soon and everyone stays safe. 

The national LICA convention and CONEXPO were 
just held in Las Vegas this past week.  Thank you to 

the delegates from MNLICA who attended. 
Around seven MNLICA members recently visited the 
Minnesota Capitol meeting with their legislators and 
senators on subjects such as the progress of a solu-
tion for farm taps, the concerns of legalizing marijua-
na and its affects on the workplace, how state agen-

cies should be required to obtain a permit before pro-
jects as they work for the public, and continuing 

health care concerns in our communities.  Thank you 
to those who took of their time to attend. 

MNLICA is looking into different possibilities for a 
field day this summer.  If anyone has an idea they 

would like us to consider please let one of the board 
members know. 

At this time the MNLICA March board meeting has 
been cancelled because of the Corona virus concern.  

We are checking into the possibility of doing it at a 
later date or using some type of technology to get our 

business done. 
Please invite a fellow contractor or business associ-
ate to check out MNLICA and all of our benefits.  The 
web page is a great place to check out what MNLICA 

is all about. 
Have a safe and Healthy Spring! 

 
Steve Vis-MNLICA President 
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MNLICA President’s Report 

 
Starting the fall with wetter than normal field 
conditions, in many areas throughout Minnesota 
have delayed harvest and fall drainage pro-
jects.   Hopefully there are a few Indian Sum-
mers still in the forecast up until Christmas time. 
 
It is time to register and reserve a room at the 
Best Western in New Ulm for the upcoming 
MNLICA Winter Convention, January 15, 16 & 
17.  Relevant educational classes including re-
quired septic installation classes and a growing 
trade show are some of the main attractions. 
 
Encourage any non-member contractors in your 
area along with employees to attend the -FREE-
 MNLICA trade show.  Entry for non-member 
contractors is limited to just the trade show.  If 
they like what they see, MNLICA would encour-
age them to join to be able to attend the other 
educational classes, speakers, entertainment 
and lunch meetings.  Pass the word and mark 
your calendars. 
 
Get a -FREE- complimentary issue of the bi-
monthly MNLICA newsletter, sent to non-
member contactors or associates, by sending 
their name and address to Executive Directors, 
Kevin and Jeanie Bakken email address is 
mnlica2@gmail.com. 
 
Don’t forget to reserve a hotel and register for 
the LICA Winter Convention, March 7-9th, at 
Harrah’s Hotel in conjunction with the huge Con-
Expo tradeshow being held in Las Vegas, NV, 
March 10th – 14th. 

 
. Michael Lehmann - MNLICA President 
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 MNLICA President’s Report 
 

 

Hi Fellow MNLICA members,   
 
  Harvest is just getting started here in the 
SW corner of the state. We've had some 
fairly violent storms pass through lately 
with some hail and strong wind flattening 
some corn fields.  
  The tiling season is underway around here 
and with the exception of higher tile and 
fuel costs it looks like a good fall season 
starting.  It looks like a lot of the road con-
struction and dirt work projects made good 
progress this summer with the dryer weath-
er. 
  The process of Jenny Breberg taking over 
the position of Executive Director for MNLI-
CA is under way. Kevin and Jeanie Bakken 
will be putting in quite a bit of time as they 
help with the transition by the end of this 
year.  
  Everyone who attended gave their reports 
on the National Convention at the last regu-
lar board meeting. One really exciting thing 
that happened was the announcement that 
the LICA Educational Foundation for Veter-
ans was being formed to train military vet-
erans to become skilled heavy equipment 
operators. Our own Minnesota veteran Don 
Loken will be on the board of directors. 
There is an article explaining this founda-
tion in the latest The LICA Contrac-
tor magazine. 
  Hope everyone has a safe and profitable 
fall season and look forward to seeing eve-
ryone at the convention in January. 
 

Steve Vis- MNLICA President 
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 MNLICA President’s Report 
 

 
 
 

Hello MNLICA Members 
 
We are turning the corner to springtime at this 
writing. The Robins have showed up, basket-
ball tournaments have started so we can proba-
bly expect a snowstorm or two yet.  
 
MNLICA plans on having our spring meeting in 
person on March 25 in New Ulm. It seems like 
with all the vaccinations taking place it has 
started to free some stuff up. 
 
 There has been a lot of concern about MPCA 
adopting California's Clean Cars Rule. There 
are some good articles in this newsletter ad-
dressing this issue which will affect everyone 
in the construction and agriculture industry.  
 
We have been in discussion with Mark Dittrich 
from MDA about a virtual drainage meeting 
happening April 7-8. Check out their website for 
details on that.  
 
MNLICA is looking into the potential of having a 
field day of some kind this summer. Hopefully 
something that will bring MNLICA members to-
gether for learning something new and catch-
ing up with each other.  
 
We are in need of potentially three board mem-
bers for the western half of the state. Please 
consider this opportunity to serve on the MNLI-
CA board. 
 
  In closing I wish everyone a safe and produc-
tive spring season and hope to see everyone 
soon. 
 
Steve Vis- MNLICA President 
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MINE FATALITY – On August 11, 2021
A 53-year-old contract truck driver with ten 
years’ experience was fatally injured while 
conducting a preoperational examination of a 
truck. The rear wheels of the vehicle struck the 
truck driver when the truck rolled forward.
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LEARN MORE AT: Miners and mine operators can 
find safety and health information on: MSHA.gov
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MINE FATALI-
TY – On August 
11, 2021, a 53-
year-old con-
tract truck driv-
er with ten 
years’ experi-
ence was fatally 
injured while 
conducting a preoperational examination of 
a truck.  The rear wheels of the vehicle 
struck the truck driver when the truck rolled 
forward. 

Best Practices: 

• Block mobile equipment against mo-
tion. Adequately chock wheels or turn 
wheels into a bank. 

• Use specially designed truck-wheel 
chocks of the appropriate size and mate-
rial to hold the vehicle securely. Do not 
use lumber, cinder blocks, rocks, or other 
makeshift items to chock. 

• Never position yourself in hazardous 
areas around equipment parked on a 
grade that is not blocked or secured from 
movement. 

Maintain the equipment’s braking sys-
tems. Perform repairs and adjustments 
when necessary and follow the manufactur-
er’s recommendations.  Do not exceed the 
manufacturer’s load limits. 
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Land Improvement  
Contractors of America

3080 Ogden Avenue, Suite 300, Lisle, IL 60532 • Phone: (630) 548-1984  
• Email: nlica@aol.com 

website www.licanational.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:
Allison Hack, Director of Communication
ANational.lica@gmail.com 
(630) 548-1984

Land Improvement Contractors of America Announces  
New Educational Foundation for Veterans

LISLE, ILLINOIS, September 1, 2021—The Land Improvement Contractors of America (LICA) Educational Foun-
dation for Veterans is currently under development, its’ mission is to train military veterans for work in the 
heavy construction industry. The Foundation’s Board of Directors includes experienced industry professionals 
from across the U.S. The organization will be headquartered in the same facility as the LICA national office in 
Lisle, Illinois.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates a higher-than-average job growth of 10% for construction equip-
ment operators through 2028. The Foundation seeks to help address this growing need for skilled labor within 
the construction industry while providing opportunities for military veterans seeking work.

Founder Jerry Biuso, Sr. says, “The goal is to establish a nationwide training program that will become a part 
of construction culture.” Biuso is also the CEO of the National LICA organization, adding, “My members come 
to me all the time and tell me they can’t get adequate help. It occurred to me that this was a good way to 
help vets get decent jobs and make a living. I have always wanted the opportunity to give back to our military 
heroes.” The Foundation will work with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to identify candidates for 
the program.

The curriculum will involve in-class training sessions at regional campus locations, yet to be determined. Par-
ticipants will initially work on simulators to learn the basics of heavy equipment operation before moving to 
field training, which will be provided by LICA contractors, equipment dealers and subcontractors. The course-
work will also include training on policies and procedures for working on a job site; an introduction to global 
positioning systems (GPS) used in grading operations; safety, first aid and OSHA procedures; and interviewing 
skills.

Biuso seeks to raise funding for the project through federal grants and corporate sponsorships.  
A golf fundraiser is also scheduled for June 2022 in the Chicago area, details 
to be announced. Volunteers are needed to help plan and manage events.  
Offers of financial support and equipment donations for the training  
program are also welcomed. 

Contact Allison Hack, Director of Communication,  
Email ANational.lica@gmail.com (630) 548-1984 for more information.

The LICA Educational Foundation for Veterans’ first training classes  
are planned for the Chicago area in early 2022.

Contact Allison Hack, Director of Communication, Email ANational.lica@gmail.com (630) 548-1984 for more 
information. 
 
The LICA Educational Foundation for Veterans’ first training classes are planned for the Chicago area in early 
2022. 

#  #  # 

 

Image:    LICA Educational Foundation for Veterans logo 
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EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORR’’SS  RREEPPOORRTT  
 

We have been busy paying bills, answering 
emails and phone calls, publishing the newslet-
ter.  Preparations for the Scholarship Fund Rais-
er have been completed.  Thank you to every-
one, our associates and members that partici-
pated and or donated to this very worth while 
cause.  We made a profit of over $2,500.00 for 
our scholarship fund..  The dues notices for 
members and associates has been mailed with 
dues slowly coming in for 2022.. 
All four scholarship recipients have sent in the 
necessary college admittance paperwork, 
checks  were issued around the 20th of August 
to each of them.   
Our membership currently stands at 119 mem-
bers, a loss of 23 members for 2021.   
Jeanie attended the LICA Summer Meeting in 
Niagara Falls, New York along with Don Loken, 
Stu Frazeur, Jennifer Breberg, DeeAnn Larson 
and Nordis Estrem.  Educational sessions as 
well as committee meeting were attended.  
Jeanie and Jennifer attended the Executive Di- 

 
 

  
  

rectors session as well as other educational  
sessions and committee meetings.  Several 
items to note was the On-Site Waste Manage-
ment Committee being disband, looking at re-
placing it with a new committee (i.e. employee/
employment).  Jerry Biuso formed a new foun-
dation for Veterans – “The LICA Educational 
Foundation for Veterans”.  LICA membership is 
down by approximately 400 members – Iowa 
having lost the most members, however, New 
Jersey has gained due to the new program that 
they have implemented – an Apprenticeship 
Program.  LICA is recommending that each LI-
CA chapter have a membership committee to 
figure out how to get new members and to re-
cruit new members.  There is a new CDL re-
quirement effective in February 2022 – any first 
time CDL applicant will now have to attend a 
Truck Driving School before applying for the 
CDL license. This schooling will cost some-
where between $3500 – 5000.00.  

KKeevviinn  aanndd  JJeeaanniiee  

National LICA Summer Meeting—Minnesota Delegation Region IV Presentation to John Peterson 
Educa-
tional  

Sessions 
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EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORR’’SS  
RREEPPOORRTT  

 
 
Jeanie has finished the directory and 
everyone should have theirs by now. 
 
Membership is down.  If you know of 
someone who you think should be a 
member tell them about LICA and get 
them to come to an event. 
 
Future events are:  Scholarship Out-
ing in September with Golf and Trap 
shoot.  Tentative Dates:  September 
10th or 17th, 2021.  We are looking at 
the St. James Area.  
 
MNLICA Winter Convention—January 
12th, 13th, and 14th, 2022 at the Best  

MNLICA Participates in Conservation 
Drainage Network Presentation  -  
by Stu Frazeur 
 
On April 7th MnLICA took part in the Conser-
vation Drainage Network Annual Meeting, at 
the invitation of Mark Dittrich, Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture.  The CDN is involved 
with moving drainage away from “just an out-
let to a ditch” to managing and/or treating the 
water that leaves the systems.  
 
 
The annual meeting was two days of on-line 
presentations by organizations ranging from 
the Ag Drainage Management Coalition to uni-
versity professors, on topics from practices 
to measuring nutrient loss in a system.   

 

MnLICA was represented by Vice President 
Stu Frazeur, with the theme of “Making Con-
servation Easy.”  One main point was that it 
shouldn’t be a hard to obtain financial and   

Western Plus, New Ulm, MN.  The 
SSTS  Class will be held on the 12th 
with Educational Seminars, Trade 
Show, Annual Meeting  as well as our 
Fundraiser Auction on the 13th and 
14th. 
 
Those interested in Safety Videos 
should contact me, Kevin Bakken—
Cell #612.328.2784.  We are working 
with UFG / Prins Insurance to make 
these available to our membership.  
Safety Source is an online / virtual 
safety training resource.  The majority 
of the videos are 5—15 minutes in 
length.  In addition the majority of 
these videos come with a printable 
safety quiz.  This is a good thing be-
cause it’s a way of documenting what 
you are doing. 
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technical support for producers to install a 
conservation practice. Further, we need to 
make it especially easy for those farmers that 
are “doing it wrong” so that they will be open 
to taking another step.  We all know that soil 
is a precious thing, but some farmers don’t 
get that message. But when a project moves 
slow, or is filled with frustration, that will 
make the farmer hesitant to make the next 
improvement.  You can bet the neighbors will 
notice, too.  

 

Another point was on working together, and 
Frazeur suggested that MnLICA could play an 
important part in training new technicians en-
tering SWCDs, NRCS and other agencies. We 
know what works, what doesn’t, and how to 
communicate about land improvement prac-
tices.  
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Our membership currently stands at 119 mem-
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rectors session as well as other educational  
sessions and committee meetings.  Several 
items to note was the On-Site Waste Manage-
ment Committee being disband, looking at re-
placing it with a new committee (i.e. employee/
employment).  Jerry Biuso formed a new foun-
dation for Veterans – “The LICA Educational 
Foundation for Veterans”.  LICA membership is 
down by approximately 400 members – Iowa 
having lost the most members, however, New 
Jersey has gained due to the new program that 
they have implemented – an Apprenticeship 
Program.  LICA is recommending that each LI-
CA chapter have a membership committee to 
figure out how to get new members and to re-
cruit new members.  There is a new CDL re-
quirement effective in February 2022 – any first 
time CDL applicant will now have to attend a 
Truck Driving School before applying for the 
CDL license. This schooling will cost some-
where between $3500 – 5000.00.  
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PICTURES FROM OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER 
EVENT HELD ON SEPTEMBER 10TH, 2021. 
WINNERS IN  SHOOTING WERE: 
1ST PLACE—BRAEDY LUETH/ADS 
2ND PLACE—JAKE STEIN/RDO 
3RD PLACE—DERRICK CHAMLEY/UNITED RENTALS 
TRENCH SAFETY 
WINNERS IN GOLF WERE: 
1ST PLACE—RON BAKKEN, ADAM VAN MEETEREN, TOM 
MOORE 
2ND PLACE—JAKE STEIN, DAN LINGEN, DAN WIESE, 
BRENDAN DUNN 
3RD PLACE—JUSTIN SANDER, DERRICK CHAMLEY, 
MIKE LEHMANN 

OTHER GOLF WINNERS WERE: 
LONGEST DRIVE IN THE FAIRWAY—BRENDAN DUNN 

SHORTEST DRIVE—MATT HARTWIG 
CLOSEST TO THE PIN—AL BARNETT 

LONGEST PUTT MADE—JUSTIN SANDER 
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3 Ways To Track Time 
Employee Mode: 

Employees can clock 
in/out, update job 
costing, sign time cards, 
request time off, & more, 
all from their own smart 
device. 

Supervisor Mode: 

Crew leads can manage 
individuals or entire crews 
to clock in/out, update job 
costing, sign time cards, & 
more. 

Kiosk mode: 

No other product allows 
you to have employees 
clock in w/ a kiosk while still 
allowing supervisor's to use 
their phones to manage the 
employee's equipment and 
job costing allocation. 

Progress Tracking Equipment Tracking 
Progress tracking provides insight into 
employee and crew efficiency and can be 
imported into your accounting, bidding, 
ERP, or project management software. 

Never miss a billable hour for your machine 
again. With busybusy you track the 
operator and the machine so you can keep 
your projects in the black. 

SEE ADDITIONAL FEATURES HERE 

*No Contracts: We basically dare you to be successful with busybusy, because we know it will work out!

*90-Day Guarantee: We have a 90-day, 100% Satisfaction Guarantee to ensure your success.

Visit: busybusy.com to get started! 
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This safety matters flyer is for general informational purposes only, and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2011, 2013-2014, 2019 
Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

PPrroommoottiinngg  aa  SSaaffeettyy--mmiinnddeedd  CCuullttuurree  

According to OSHA, one of the most 
effective ways to develop a safety-
minded culture is to involve 
employees in ongoing “toolbox talk” 
safety meetings. These brief and 
informal meetings allow you the 
opportunity to gather workers 
together to alert them about 
potential workplace hazards. 

To access helpful talking points for 
supervisors, ask your Prins 
Insurance, Inc. representative about 
the complete line of Safety Matters 
flyers including the following: 

• Hand Protection 
• Hand Tool Safety 
• Fire Safety 
• Defensive Driving 

Techniques 
• Safe Lifting Techniques 
• Accident Prevention 
• Ladder Safety 
• Slips and Falls 
• Power Truck Safety 
• Hazard Communication 
• First Aid Basics 
• Welding and Cutting 
• Avoid Heat Illness 
• Lock Out for Safety 
• And many more! 

Provided by: Prins Insurance, Inc. 
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www.mitkollc.com

1954 N Linn Ave
New Hampton, IA 50659

Phone: 641-394-3141  Fax: 641-394-3823

BRON Add on Plow

New Hampton, IA 50659
641-394-4756

www.midtechgps.com

Ag Drainage Equipment * Lasers * GPS

www.osha.gov

OSHA Tip of the Day:
Don’t wait, plan ahead for  
extreme weather events.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Association. I understand 
that I will receive all member benefits, and that they 
will begin as soon as my application is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the National Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 
Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
2570 13th Street 
Dawson, MN  56323 
 
Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Retired Member    $  50.00 
 

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 

 National & State Conventions 
 State & National Scholarship Awards 

 Newsletter Communication 
 Legislative Representation 

 Exchange of Ideas 
 Advertising 
 Friendship 

 Pride of Excellence 
 State and National Directories 

 U of M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 

 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
 Access to a Wide variety of Associate Mem-

bers for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all 
Areas of Business 

 Representation on the USDA’S State Tech-
nical Committees 

 Representation on the Environmental Issues 
Council Which Works to bring Common 

Sense into Government Actions in the Name 
of the Environment 

 Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection 
Program 

 Mack Trucks Program 
 Sunbelt Rentals Discount 

 LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan 
 The LICA Safety Portal 

 Busy Busy 
 LICA Benefits From Machinery Trader (Buy & 

Sell Equipment with the Inventory Manage-
ment System, advertising Discount from Ma-
chinery Trader, TelematicsPlus Benefit, LICA 
Beef Benefit, Currency Finance: Equipment 

Financing, Premium Hosted Website, Curren-
cy Pay: Payment Processing, eCommerce 

Benefit: Sell from your Website 
 LICA Benefits Platform 

 LICA Contractor Magazine 
 Space Pen 

 Clean Fire New Member Discount 
 Petrocon Commodities Program 

 Petrocon CAT Parts Replacement Program 
 Cooper Tire Program 
 Piston & Piston Kits 

 Business & Family Legacy Planning 
 MASA: Medical Transport Solutions 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Association. I understand 
that I will receive all member benefits, and that they 
will begin as soon as my application is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the National Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 
Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
2570 13th Street 
Dawson, MN  56323 
 
Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Retired Member    $  50.00 
 

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 

 National & State Conventions 
 State & National Scholarship Awards 

 Newsletter Communication 
 Legislative Representation 

 Exchange of Ideas 
 Advertising 
 Friendship 

 Pride of Excellence 
 State and National Directories 

 U of M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 

 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
 Access to a Wide variety of Associate Mem-

bers for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all 
Areas of Business 

 Representation on the USDA’S State Tech-
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2017 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 

Pres Doug Breberg P P      

VP Mike Lehmann P P      

Tres Scott Hutton P A      

Chrmn Karlen Nelson P P      

East Bruce Bucknell A A      

East Dan Estrem P P      

East Don Loken P A     

East Mark Olsen A P      

West Stu Frazeur P P      

West Brad Herickhoff P A      

West Steve Vis              P P     

West Justin Wildfeuer A A      

Retired Jim Walker P P      

Assc Shaun MickelsonP A      

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken P P      

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken P P     

Prins Insurance/United Fire Half Page Ad 

Prinsco Quarter 
Page Ad 

Area/Director          Jan   March  June  Aug  Dec
	 C	 P	 P	 P	

	 C	 P	 P	 P

	 C	 P	 A	 A 	

	 C	 A	 P	 A
	 C	 A	 A	 A
	 C	 P	 P	 A
	 C	 P	 P	 P

	 C	 P	 P	 P

	

	 C	 P	 P	 A

	 	
			   P	 P	 	

	 C	 P	 A	 A
				    P		
	 C	 P	 P	 P	
	 C	 P	 P	 P	
				    P	

Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379

sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

“Excellence by Experience”

DC_Great Lakes Interdrain_May16_MLD.indd   1 2016-03-30   11:33 AM

Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379

sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

“Excellence by Experience”

DC_Great Lakes Interdrain_May16_MLD.indd   1 2016-03-30   11:33 AM

Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379

sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

“Excellence by Experience”

DC_Great Lakes Interdrain_May16_MLD.indd   1 2016-03-30   11:33 AM

2021 Board Member Meeting Attendance
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2021 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 
Pres Steve Vis  C P       P       P  

VP Stu Frazeur  C P       P       P 

Tres Mark Olsen C P           A        P         P 

Chrmn Mike Lehmann C A      A         A 

East Jay Engles C A           A        A       A 

East Dallas Loken C P       P        A 

East Mark Morreim C P       P        A 

East Karlen Nelson C P       P        P 

West Everett Garlisch C P       P        P 

West Open    

West Brad Herickhoff      C P      P         A 

West Open 

Don Loken                                                P         P 

Assc Tim Dahl   C P      A         A 

Assc Mike Kluck         P 

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken C P      P         P 

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken C p      P         P 

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg                                    P 

 
Agri Drain Quarter Page Ad 

 

Bowers Great Lakes Inter-
Drain Inc—Quarter Page Ad 

NNOOTTIICCEE::  
  

DDuuee  ttoo  tthhee  llaacckk  ooff  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  
sseerrvvee  oonn  tthhee  bbooaarrdd  ooff  ddiirreeccttoorrss,,  
MMNNLLIICCAA  wwiillll  bbee  rreeqquueessttiinngg  aa  

BByy--LLaaww  CChhaannggee  aatt  tthhee  AAnnnnuuaall  
MMeeeettiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  EEaasstt  aanndd  

WWeesstt  AArreeaa’’ss  bbee  cchhaannggeedd  ttoo  jjuusstt  
MMNNLLIICCAA  MMeemmbbeerrss  ((nnoo  aarreeaa’’ss))..    

TThhee  BByy--LLaaww  CChhaannggee  wwiillll  bbee  
vvootteedd  oonn  aatt  tthhee  MMNNLLIICCAA  AAnn--

nnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy  
1144tthh,,  22002222..  

Due to the lack of  
members to serve on the 

board of directors,  
MNLICA will be requesting a 

By-Law Change at the  
Annual Meeting that the  

East and West Area’s  
be changed to just  
MNLICA Members  

(no area’s). The By-Law 
Change will be voted on  
at the MNLICA Annual  

Meeting on January 14th, 2022.

Notice 



MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 19MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 19 

19  

If there is a malfunction or failure of the practice or project, the 
land occupier should immediately notify the organization 
providing State funding for the practice or project.  Responsi-
bility for malfunctions and failures will vary depending on the 
reason for and extent of the issue.  For projects with a conser-
vation practice contract, see the information and steps for con-
tract non-compliance in the Contracts with Land Occupiers 
section.   

Should the land occupier fail to maintain installed practices 
during their effective life according to the operation and 
maintenance plan, the land occupier may be liable to the State 
of Minnesota for up to one hundred fifty percent (150%) of the 
financial assistance received to construct, install, or otherwise 
establish the practice.    

Practice Site Inspections 

Qualified technical staff shall confirm that the operation and 
maintenance plan is being followed and the project has not 
been altered or removed, by conducting periodic site inspec-
tions.  The inspection schedule should be identified in the op-
eration and maintenance plan.  Inspections are to: 

• Verify that all components of the practice, including up-
land protection or contributing watershed treatment, re-
main in place and are in good repair; and 

• Identify repairs necessary in accordance with the opera-
tion and maintenance plan; and 

• Identify further assessment or action needed if necessary 
repairs are beyond the scope of the operation and mainte-
nance plan. 
Practice site inspections are generally required to be com-
pleted at a minimum of one year after completion, then at 
33 percent and 66 percent intervals, and at the next to last 
year of the effective life of the project.  However, the fre-
quency of actual inspections should be specific to the site, 
project installed, and findings on previous inspections.  In 
addition, inspections should be performed on a case-by-
case basis, such as after storms producing unusually 
heavy runoff or possibly if property ownership chang-
es.  For a conservation practice with a minimum effective 
life of ten years, the end of the first, third, and ninth years 
following the certified completion is recommended.  For 
capital improvement projects having a minimum effective 
life of 25 years, inspection at approximately the end of the 
first, eighth, seventeenth and twenty-fourth years following 
certified completion is a recommended minimum. For non-
structural land management practices, inspections are to 
be completed annually or as identified in specific program 
policies. 

 

The findings of site inspections should be docu-
mented and this documentation kept in the project 
file.  Documenting inspections over time is im-
portant for identifying compliance and/or non-
compliance with the operation and maintenance 
plan, as well as for verifying the practice is meeting 
its intended purpose.  An example practice site in-
spection form is available. 

 

Operation, Maintenance, and Inspection of Practices 
Effective Date: 07/01/2017 

The preparation and implementation of operation and mainte-
nance plans is critical to ongoing performance of practices 
installed with State funds and is required for applicable BWSR 
grant programs. Minor maintenance needs can quickly become 
major, costly maintenance problems if left untreated.  Periodic 
site inspections by qualified technical staff are necessary to 
ensure operation and maintenance is implemented effective-
ly.  This document provides general requirements for opera-
tion, maintenance, and inspections of practices and projects 
installed with State funds.  

Preparation of Operation and Maintenance Plans 

Qualified technical staff must prepare an operation and mainte-
nance (O&M) plan specific to the site and project construct-
ed.  The plan should be prepared prior to project installation 
and reviewed by both the land occupier and contractor.  O&M 
plans should: 

• Detail the O&M activities that are likely to be required for 
the project; 

• Identify O&M needed for the watershed contributing to the 
project; 

• Specify how and when to accomplish all activities; 
• Identify the inspection schedule required; and 
• Specify contact information should questions or issues 

arise. 
In some circumstances, a party other than the land occupi-
er may be designated as responsible for operation and 
maintenance.  In these cases, additional contracts or 
agreements may be required.  Refer to grant program spe-
cific requirements or the grant agreement for more infor-
mation. 

Operation and Maintenance Responsibilities 

The project contractor is responsible for installing a conserva-
tion practice that fully conforms to the design standards and 
specifications. Typically, the contractor’s responsibility for 
operation and maintenance during construction terminates 
when work has been completed and accepted by the contract-
ing officer - generally the land occupier based on advice by the 
technical assistance provider. 

Under certain circumstances, such as a factory warranty on an 
electric motor for an agricultural waste system, the contractor’s 
liability for operation and maintenance may be extended for a 
specified number of months or years beyond the date of certifi-
cation of practice completion. 

When work on the project has been completed and accepted, 
responsibility for financing and performing operation and 
maintenance moves to the land occupier.  The land occupier 
should inspect the practice on a regular basis and perform the 
designated activities as required by the operation and mainte-
nance plan. 

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/operation-maintenance-and-
inspection-practices 
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Easy Fresh Strawberry Pie 
 

 
• Preheat oven to 450°. Unroll crust into a 9-in. 
pie plate. Trim edge. Line unpricked crust with a 
double thickness of heavy-duty foil or parchment. 
Bake 8 minutes. Remove foil; bake 5 minutes long-
er. Cool on a wire rack. 

• In a small saucepan, combine the sugar, corn-
starch and water until smooth. Bring to a boil; cook 
and stir until thickened, about 2 minutes. Remove 
from the heat; stir in gelatin until dissolved. Refrig-
erate until slightly cooled, 15-20 minutes. 

Meanwhile, arrange strawberries in the crust. Pour 
gelatin mixture over berries. Refrigerate until set. If 
desired, serve with whipped cream. 
 
Taste of Home Recipe 

• 1 sheet refrigerated pie crust 
• 3/4 cup sugar 
• 2 tablespoons cornstarch 
• 1 cup water 
• 1 package (3 ounces) strawberry gelatin 
• 4 cups sliced fresh strawberries 
• Whipped cream, optional 

Joke of the Day! 
Last night I ordered a  

glass of wine with my dinner  
and the waiter asked for my ID.  

I replied do I look that young  
and the waiter said “no.  

I just wanted to see  
if you qualified for the  

Senior Citizen discount.”
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Cool as a Cucumber Salad  
Submitted by Nordis Estrem 

 
4 cups cucumbers, slice thin          
1 cup red cabbage. Finely shredded 
Parsley for garnish 
Dressing: 
¾ cup mayonnaise ¼ cup sugar 
4 Tablespoons apple cider vinegar    
½ teaspoon Chile powder 
½ teaspoon salt                   
¼ teaspoon pepper 
Wash cucumbers, peel and slice and 
set aside. 
Finely slice red cabbage, set aside 
In a medium bowl, mix mayonnaise, 
sugar, vinegar, cayenne, salt & pep-
per 
Mix all in a serving bowl, cover & re-
frigerate 
Garnish with parsley just before serv-
ing. 

JOKE OF THE DAY! 
 

Last night I ordered a 
glass of wine with my 
dinner and the waiter 
asked for my ID.  I re-
plied do I look that 
young and the waiter 
said “no.  I just want-
ed to see if you quali-
fied for the Senior Cit-
izen discount.” 
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MNLICA WEB
www.mnlica.org

Check out the MNLICA web-site:
Membership: Benefits: Applications: Directory & Map

Scholarship Application: Ladies Activities
Newsletter Archive: Contact Information

Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: National LICA

Check out Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MNLICA/
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PRESIDENT 
Steve Vis 
Vis & Van Dyken Drainage LLC 
685 30th Avenue 
Beaver Creek, MN  56116 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Stu Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
2776 200th Street 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Michael Lehmann 
Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
19184 State Highway 22 
Mankato, MN  56001 
 
MNLICA  Executive Directors 
Kevin and Jeanie Bakken 
9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone; 507-645-6905 
Kevin Cell: 612-328-2874 
Fax:  507-645-1654 
 
NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 

OFFICERS  AREA STATE DIRECTORS 

   East Directors: 
Jay Engles     Dallas Loken 
Gustafson Drainage LLC  Loken Excavation & Drainage Inc 
51738 Eagle Lane   3695 Hoffman Drive Northwest 
Lake Crystal, MN  56055  Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
Mark Morreim    Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.   Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN    Nicollet, MN  56074 
            West Directors:      
Everett Garlisch               West Board Member Open  
Eiden Farm Drainage    
35127 746th Avenue    
St. James, MN      
 
Brad Herickhoff    
Ag Tech Drainage, LLC   West Board Member Open 
40536 US Highway 71    
Sauk Centre, MN  56378    
 
Retired Open 
Don Loken 
Loken Excava-
tion and Drain-
age Inc. 
 
Associate: 
Tim Dahl 
 - ADS 
Mike Kluck— 
WA Group 

 2021 2022 MNLICA UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
December 2nd, 2021 Board Meeting—Best Western Plus New Ulm 5:00 p.m. 

 
January 12th, 13th, 14th, 2022—MNLICA Winter Convention 

 
February 2022—MSHA Class Dennison MN 

 
February / March 2022—Safety Classes TBD 

 
February 15th—19th, 2022—National LICA Winter Convention San Antonio, 

TX 
 

March 15, 2022—Scholarship Applications are Due 
 

March 2022—Spring Board Meeting TBD 
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Canby, MN  56220 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Michael Lehmann 
Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
19184 State Highway 22 
Mankato, MN  56001 
 
MNLICA  Executive Directors 
Kevin and Jeanie Bakken 
9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone; 507-645-6905 
Kevin Cell: 612-328-2874 
Fax:  507-645-1654 
 
NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 

OFFICERS  AREA STATE DIRECTORS 

   East Directors: 
Jay Engles     Dallas Loken 
Gustafson Drainage LLC  Loken Excavation & Drainage Inc 
51738 Eagle Lane   3695 Hoffman Drive Northwest 
Lake Crystal, MN  56055  Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
Mark Morreim    Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.   Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN    Nicollet, MN  56074 
            West Directors:      
Everett Garlisch               West Board Member Open  
Eiden Farm Drainage    
35127 746th Avenue    
St. James, MN      
 
Brad Herickhoff    
Ag Tech Drainage, LLC   West Board Member Open 
40536 US Highway 71    
Sauk Centre, MN  56378    
 
 Retired Open 
 
 
Associate: 
Tim Dahl 
 - ADS 

 2021 MNLCIA UPCOMING EVENTS 
 Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
June 24th, 2021—Board Meeting—TBD 

 
July 27th – 31st, 2021 – National LICA Summer Meeting – Niagara Falls, NY – 

Sheraton Niagara Falls 
 

August 12th, 2021 Board Meeting—Best Western Plus New Ulm 6:00 p.m. 
 

September 10th or 17th, 2021—Scholarship Event—TBD 
 

December 2nd, 2021 Board Meeting—Best Western Plus New Ulm 5:00 p.m. 
 

January 12th, 13th, 14th, 2022—MNLICA Winter Convention 
 

February 2022—MSHA Class Dennison MN 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
9600 S. Dennison Blvd.
Northfield, MN  55057
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