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We are rapidly approaching the end of the construc-
�on season. The air has become cooler, my darling 
wife has harvested most of the garden, the crops have 
begun to be taken off, and road construc�on projects 
are spor�ng hydroseed green.  Another sign of fall 
was the Scholarship Fundraiser, which happened in 
September. A special acknowledgement goes to the 
Associate Members who donated to the event.  Also, I 
men�on Gustafson Drainage LLC, Steve James Exca-
va�ng, Ground Works LLC and Morreim Drainage who 
brought their crews to blast those clay pigeons and 
put a ball into a �ny hole.  It was great fun.  
 
Fall also means the planning for the state conven�on 
in January is being planned.  If there is a topic any of 
you would like to see, let Jenny Breberg know.  
 
We con�nue to be involved with the Drainage Work 
Group, with discussion around outlets and no�fica-
�on. In a nutshell, certain par�es want to regulate 
public drainage outlets, and they want to be able to 
sit at their keyboards and decide what public drainage 
project they want to oppose.  You all can figure out 
who wants to stop drainage. 
 
On a personal note, my plow operator recently was 
hospitalized for West Nile Disease. He is s�ll in thera-
py to rebuild the strength in his “clutch leg.”  O�en we 
think our main safety concerns involve excava�ng, 
falling, cuts and such. This was from a mosquito. I 
should have printed out the safety poster on the Zy-
wave portal.  It is literally right there in the portal. An-
yway, I’m looking forward to the cold temps, those 
mosquitos need to die! 
 
MNLICA President Stu Frazeur 

 PUBLIC DRAINAGE UPDATE 
 

Through the years a number of MNLICA members have 
kept tabs on the Drainage Work Group (DWG).  The 
reason is that legisla�on affects many of our contractor 
members. Being involved with the DWG gives insight 
into what regula�ons may be coming and also provides 
an avenue to have a say in the process. 
 

Much of the efforts of the DWG concern “public ditch-
es” which some people refer to as “103E ditches” as 
the code that authorizes the public ditch is numbered 
103E.  
 

So, what is a public ditch?  It is a ditch or �le line that is 
owned by the people that pay for it, but a government 
unit is responsible for administra�ve du�es. That is 
o�en a watershed district or the county commission-
ers.  
 

When a ditch is undersized or failing the owners can 
“pe��on” to have it repaired or improved. An Improve-
ment o�en involves enlarging the system, and also 
brings in engineers, and other agencies such as the DNR 
and BWSR. There are very specific steps that must be 
taken during the process. These range from who, when 
and how par�es are no�fied, to what an engineer must 
consider during design and construc�on.  
 

(Con�nued on page 3) 
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2023 AWARDS 
22002233  CCoonnttrraaccttoorr  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  

DDeeee  AAnnnn  LLaarrssoonn,,  LLaannddssccaappee  GGaall  

Dee has been very active in MN LICA as 
well as National LICA. After graduating 
from University of MN Waseca and work-
ing for several other companies, she start-
ed her own landscaping business. She does 
the designing, bidding, as well as installing. 
She also handles all the bookkeeping and 
setting up jobs for the next year. She can 
operate a dozer, an excavator, skid loader 
and dump truck. She is truly a Hands on 
Boss. CONGRATULATION TO DEE ANN. 
 
(Below) 
Her mom Nordis excepted the award for her at the 
banquet.  
 

22002233  AAssssoocciiaattee  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr  
MMiikkee  KKlluucckk,,  WWAA  GGrroouupp  

  
  
  

Mike has only bee with MNLICA for a short 
time, but has gone above and beyond for this 
organization. Mike’s enthusiasm is truly  
Contagious. Mike is always willing to jump in 
and help as needed. Mike helped organize 
MNLICA’s participating and volunteering for 
the “Day of the Dozer” event which raises 
funds for Children’s Hospital.  Mike is  deter-
mined to  make sure everyone knows what 
LICA is about and why they would benefit from 
becoming a member.  CONGRATULATION!  

Page 3
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KAHN TILE SUPPLY 

 
1/8    pg 

  

BOARD MEETING WILL BE 
HELD THURSDAY,  

NOVEMBER 30, 2023  
AT THE BEST WESTERN PLUS, 

 NEW ULM AT 5:00 PM 

SAFETY TIP 
 

“Remember, all accidents 
are preventable!” 

 

PUBLIC DRAINAGE UPDATE  (Con�nued) 
 

Typically, the people no�fied are the ones paying for the system. However, certain environmental groups believe 
that any person should be allowed to know that a system is proposed, and have introduced legisla�on that would 
establish a searchable database. This is based on their opinion that farm drainage causes flooding and is responsible 
for pollu�ng waters downstream. These groups believe they should be able to comment, and have at �mes a�acked 
the projects through the legal system.  
 
The establishment of a searchable database that would list all drainage projects is one of the major issues at the 
DWG.  This proposal has been introduced twice at the state capitol. 
 
The second issue centers on the term “outlet adequacy” which is something an engineer must consider when design-
ing an improved system. Basically, the body of water receiving the flow from a public drainage system must be ade-
quate to handle the increased flow.  In this case, the term “outlet” refers to the body of water receiving the flow 
from the public ditch. At this �me the engineers are considering adequacy based on flow, but the environmentalist 
groups think that the assumed nutrient load should also be considered. Further, the drainage code does not specifi-
cally define how far downstream engineers must evaluate.  Currently, it appears that li�le will change at this �me, 
though the term “outlet” is going to be redefined to some extent, as the culvert on the end of a system is also re-
ferred to as an “outlet.” 
 
The DWG meets monthly when the legislature is not in session. The next mee�ng is planned for October 12th at the 
Minnesota Farmers Union building in St. Paul. It can also be accessed through Microso� Teams. Contact Stu Frazeur 
if you are interested in a�ending. 
 

“Remember,  
all accidents  

are  
preventable!”
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Discovery Farms Project Highlights Drainage Management 
 
The Discovery Farms Minnesota program and Farmamerica hosted a field day August 16 to  
provide an up-close look at the newest Discovery Farms project focusing on �le drainage.   
 
Discovery Farms Minnesota is a farmer-led effort to gather field scale water quality informa�on 
from different types of farming systems, in landscapes all across Minnesota. The mission of the 
Discovery Farms program is to gather water quality informa�on under real-world condi�ons.  
Currently there are 10 monitored sites on 5 farms across Minnesota. The program has been in 
place since 2010 and has collected water quality informa�on on more than 40 farms.  
 
Farmamerica is a non-profit organiza�on working to connect Minnesotans to the evolving story of 
agriculture through hands on educa�onal experiences, partnerships, and community engage-
ment. Hos�ng this drainage research project on their farmland will allow Farmamerica visitors to 
learn more about the role of �le drainage in suppor�ng crop produc�on and addressing water 
quality and quan�ty concerns.  
 
This project involved installa�on of a new �le system, engineered to allow controlled drainage in 
4 separate zones. The field had been �led more than a half-century ago, but the system was not 
performing properly, resul�ng in frequent crop losses and poten�ally higher nutrient losses. The 
new system, which was installed in December of 2022, is expected to drain the farmland more 
uniformly. In addi�on, the ability to control the water level within the soil is expected to reduce 
total �le flow and nitrate movement. 
 
Ini�ally, the 4 zones will be allowed to drain freely whenever soils are saturated. A�er a calibra-
�on period, 2 of the zones will be managed by raising the water level within the soil during peri-
ods when field access is not necessary. Analysis will include water volume and nutrient concen-
tra�ons, along with yield and field trafficability factors. This phase of the research will focus on  
an assessment of controlled drainage. 
 
With the infrastructure in place, longer term research could include prac�ce comparisons, poten-
�ally involving precision fer�lizer management, �llage, cover crops and other emerging prac�ces.  
 
Primary support for this project was provided by Minnesota Natural Resources Conserva�on Ser-
vice. In-kind support was provided by Prinsco, who provided �le; Ellingson Drainage, who  
installed the system; and AgriDrain, manufacturers of the controlled drainage structures. The 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture provides equipment and monitoring exper�se for all Dis-
covery Farms loca�ons in Minnesota. Addi�onal financial support is provided by the Minnesota 
Corn Research and Promo�on Council.  
 
For more informa�on about Discovery Farms in Minnesota go to www.discoveryfarmsmn.org.   
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SCHOLARSHIP EVENT 2023 
SHOOTERS SPORTING CLAYS, MARSHALL 

& 
TRACY COUNTRY CLUB, TRACY 

Winners of the Spor�ng Clay Shoot: 1st place Dusty Hughes, Gustafson Drainiage (far 
right) 2nd Place Joe Fisher, Ground Works (center) 3rd Place Tie: Josh Krause, Country 

Enterprises, ( Not Pictured) and Ryan Yokeil, Ground Works.  
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9 Hole Best Ball 
1st Place Team 

Ross Blume, Gustafson 
Drainage; Kevin Minter, 

Ground Works; Cole 
James, Steve James Ex-

cava�ng; Brandon 
Borst, Steve James  

Excava�ng 

2nd Place Team 
Dusty Hughes, Gustafson 
Drainage; Gabe Tatzke, 

Ground Works; Stu Frazeur, 
Stu Frazeur Tiling; Josh 

James, ISG 

3rd Place Team 
Jason Peterson, Ground 

Works; Nick James, Steve 
James Excava�ng; Dee Ann 

Larson, Landscape Gal; Steve 
James, Steve James  

Excava�ng 
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With historically high prices for corn and soybeans, 
there has never been a better time to reinvest in land. 
Together with drainage contractors across Minnesota, 
ADS products and solutions help farmers improve 
yields, increase farmable acres and create sustainable 
water management solutions to ensure the long-term 
success of their operation.

See our commitment to supporting Minnesota 
contractors at adspipe.com/markets/agriculture.

We keep 
business flowing.

ADS®, the ADS logo and the Green Stripe are registered 
trademarks of Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 
© 2021 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 03/21
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Executive Directors Report 
 

Thank you to those that Sponsored, Donated and Attended the Scholarship Fundraiser. I think everyone 
had a good time. The facilities were also great. Plans are in the works already for next year, so be watch-
ing for details next summer. Family members of the business owner and employees that will be graduat-
ing high school next Spring can apply for the scholarship! 
 

I am finishing up plans for the Convention in January. I will have Al Batt as the entertainment this year. Al 
is from Harland, MN. He is a writer, speaker, storyteller and humorist. I have also scheduled a teaching 
session on the LICA Portal. If you don’t know what that is, it is offered through Prins, Insurance and it has 
all the safety information you need. You can customize it to create your company’s specific Safety Manual. 
This is something every LICA member needs to know about.  
 
The Septic training will again be offered on Wednesday. The Convention Information  will be sent out Mid-
November.  
 
The Board of Directors is also looking for a person or persons to help fill positions on the Board. Please 
contact me if you are interested and I will pass this on to the Board Chairman.  
 

I would encourage all current members to think of businesses you know that aren’t current members and 
give them a call and tell them to check out what LICA is about and all that it has to offer.  
 
Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director. 

 
 
 

Bron—Half Page 
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prinsco.com800.992.1725

We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Associa�on. I understand 
that I will receive all member benefits, and that they 
will begin as soon as my applica�on is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the Na�onal Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 

Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
 2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
 

Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Re�red Member    $  50.00 
 

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 

¨ National & State Conventions 
¨ State & National Scholarship Awards 
¨ Newsletter Communication 
¨ Legislative Representation 
¨ Exchange of Ideas 
¨ Advertising 
¨ Friendship 
¨ Pride of Excellence 
¨ State and National Directories 
¨ U of M Accredited Trainings 
¨ MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 
¨ Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
¨ Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
¨ Access to a Wide variety of Associate Members 

for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all Areas of  
 Business 
¨ Representation on the USDA’S State Technical 

Committees 
¨ Representation on the Environmental Issues 

Council Which Works to bring Common Sense 
into Government Actions in the Name of the Envi-
ronment 

¨ National LICA Contractor Magazine 
¨ LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A 

Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-Date 
Information on OSHA Regulations) 

¨ Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection  
 Program 
¨ The LICA Portal 
¨ Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
¨ Petrocon Commodities Program 
¨ Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program 
¨ Cooper Tire Program 
¨ Machinery Trader Member Benefit Promotion, Buy 

& Sell Equipment: Inventory Mgmt System, Premi-
um Hosted Website with Free Banner Advertising, 
Ecommerce Benefit, Currency Benefit 

¨ Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits 
¨ LICA Discount for 2023 CONEXPO Education  
 Sessions 
¨ MASA Medical Transport Solutions 
¨ Health Insurance Plan World Insurance 
¨ Cleanfire Discount 
¨ LICA Beef Benefit 
¨ Busy Busy time tracking –Discounted 
¨ Big Switch Products—Discounted 
¨ ConX— Control your Labor –Discount 
¨ aQuiRE: Contractor Training 
¨ SpotCast: The Video Sticker 
¨ Space Pen 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Associa�on. I understand 
that I will receive all member benefits, and that they 
will begin as soon as my applica�on is approved and 
my dues are received in the State Office. My member-
ship fee includes membership in the Na�onal Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
Spouse:_____________________________________ 
 
Company:___________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________________ 
 
Cell:________________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Business:_____________________________ 
 

Please enclose check payable in the appropri-
ate amount as indicated below and mail this 
form to: 
 
MNLICA 
 2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
 

Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Re�red Member    $  50.00 
 

LICA AND MNLICA BENEFITS 
 

¨ National & State Conventions 
¨ State & National Scholarship Awards 
¨ Newsletter Communication 
¨ Legislative Representation 
¨ Exchange of Ideas 
¨ Advertising 
¨ Friendship 
¨ Pride of Excellence 
¨ State and National Directories 
¨ U of M Accredited Trainings 
¨ MSHA & OSHA Accredited Trainings 
¨ Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR Trainings 
¨ Access to Drug & Alcohol Testing Program 
¨ Access to a Wide variety of Associate Members 

for Equipment Supplies & Advice in all Areas of  
 Business 
¨ Representation on the USDA’S State Technical 

Committees 
¨ Representation on the Environmental Issues 

Council Which Works to bring Common Sense 
into Government Actions in the Name of the Envi-
ronment 

¨ National LICA Contractor Magazine 
¨ LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan (A 

Comprehensive Safety Program & Up-To-Date 
Information on OSHA Regulations) 

¨ Caterpillar Extended Powertrain Protection  
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¨ Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
¨ Petrocon Commodities Program 
¨ Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts Program 
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 SAVE THE DATE: 
MSHA REFRESHER CERTIFICATION - JANUARY 23, 2024 

OWATONNA VFW  
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AGRI-DRAIN  
1/3 PAGE AD 

 Northland Trenching Half Page Ad 

SAVE THE DATE: 
MINNESOTA LICE WINTER CONVENTION 

JANUARY 10TH. 11TH, & 12TH, 2024. IN NEW ULM, MN 
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FOR ALL THE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION GO TO: 
LICANATIONAL.ORG 
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COUNTRY ENTERPRISES 
QUARTER PAGE   

TITAN MACHINER  
1/4 PG 

 
 

MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org 
 

Check out the MNLICA web-site: 
Membership: Benefits: Applications: 

Directory & Map 
Scholarship Application: Ladies 

 Activities 
Newsletter Archive: Contact 

 Information 
Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: 

 National LICA 
 

Check out Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/ 
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Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410
419-547-2379

sales@bowersglid.com
www.greatlakesinterdrain.com

“Excellence by Experience”
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2017 Board Member Meeting Attendance  
A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 

Area/Director  Jan   Mar  June  Aug Dec 
 

Pres Doug Breberg P P      

VP Mike Lehmann P P      

Tres Scott Hutton P A      

Chrmn Karlen Nelson P P      

East Bruce Bucknell A A      

East Dan Estrem P P      

East Don Loken P A     

East Mark Olsen A P      

West Stu Frazeur P P      

West Brad Herickhoff P A      

West Steve Vis              P P     

West Justin Wildfeuer A A      

Retired Jim Walker P P      

Assc Shaun MickelsonP A      

Ex Dir Kevin Bakken P P      

Ex Dir Jeanie Bakken P P     

Prins Insurance/United Fire Half Page Ad 

Prinsco Quarter 
Page Ad 

Area/Director          Jan   March   June   Aug   Dec
	 P	 P	 P	 P	

	 P	 P	 P	 P

	 A	 A	 P	 A	

	 A	 P	 P	 A

	 P	 P	 P	 P

	 A	 P	 A	 P

	 P	 P	 P	 P

	 P	 P	 P	 A

	 P	 A	 P	 P

	 P	 A	 A	 A

	 A	 P	 P	 P

	 P	 P	 P	 P	

	 P	 P	 A	 A

	 P	 P	 P	 A

	 P	 P	 P	 A

	 P	 P	 P	 A

2023 Board Member Meeting Attendance
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2022 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June Aug Dec 
 

Pres Stu Frazeur P P  A 

VP Dallas Loken P P P 

Tres Mark Olsen P P P 

Chrmn Steve Vis P P P 

Mark Morreim  P A P 

Karlen Nelson  A P P 

Everett Garlisch P P P 

Brad Herickhoff P A A 

Mike Lehmann  P P P 

Doug Breberg  P P P 

Dee Ann Larson P P P 

Jesse James  A P P 

Don Loken  P P P 

Assc. Tim Dahl  A A A 

Assc. Mike Kluck   P 

Ex Dir Jennifer Breberg P P P 

 

Bowers Great Lakes Inter-
Drain Inc—Quarter Page Ad 

AGRI-DRAIN  
1/3 PAGE AD 
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PRESIDENT 
Stuart Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
2776 200th Str 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Dallas Loken 
Loken Excavating & Drainage 
3695 Hoffman Drive NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Steve Vis 
Vis & Van Dyken Drainage LLC 
685 30th Ave 
Beaver Creek, MN  56116 
 
MNLICA  Executive Director 
Jennifer Breberg 
2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-226-6398 

OFFICERS  STATE DIRECTORS 

    
Mark Morreim    Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.  Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN   Nicollet, MN  56074 
              
Everett Garlisch   Brad Herickhoff 
Eiden Farm Drainage   Ag Tech Drainage, LLC 
35127 746th Avenue   40536 US HWY 71 
St. James, MN    Sauk Center, MN  56378 
 
DeeAnn Larson   Michael Lehmann 
Landscape Gal LLC   Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
3343 Union Lake Trail   19184 State Hwy 22 
Northfield, MN  55057   Mankato, MN  56001 
 
Jessie James    Doug Breberg 
James Brother  Construction  Larson Tiling, Inc 
43963 43rd Str., PO  Box 59  812 Oak Street 
Elysian, MN  56028   Dawson, MN  56232 
 
Retired:     Associates: 
Don Loken    Tim Dahl  - ADS   
Loken Excavating &  Drainage   
3695 Hoffman Drive NW  Mike Kluck—WA Group 
Owatonna, MN  55060   
  
 

 

2023 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA  
Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
 

August 17th, 2023—Fall Board Meeting—Best Western New Ulm 
September 15, 2023—Scholarship Fund Raiser Event—Marshall & Tracy Area 

December 7th, 2023—Winter Board Meeting—TBD 
January 10th, 11th and 12th, 2024—Winter Convention - Best Western Plus, 

New Ulm, MN 
February 13th—17th, 2024, National LICA Winter Convention  

Virginia Beach, VA 
July 9th– 14th, 2024, National Summer Meeting 

Pittsburgh, PA 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 
Fax: 630-548-9189 
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2023 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA  
Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
 

November 30, 2023—Winter Board Meeting 5:00 PM - Best Western Plus, New Ulm 
January 10th, 11th and 12th, 2024 - Winter Convention - Best Western Plus, 

New Ulm, MN 
January 23 2024 - MSHA Certification - Owatonna VFW 

February 13th - 17th, 2024, National LICA Winter Convention  
Virginia Beach, VA 

July 9th - 14th, 2024, National Summer Meeting 
Pittsburgh, PA 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 
Fax: 630-548-9189 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


