
October 2024/
November 2024

Land Improvement ContraCtors of amerICa • mInnesota Chapter

PRESIDENT
Dallas LokenDallas Loken

VICE PRESIDENT
Jesse JamesJesse James

CHAIRMAN OF 
THE BOARD

Stuart FrazeurStuart Frazeur

TREASURER
Mark Olsen

BOARD  
MEMBERS

Mark Morreim
Karlen Nelson 

   Everett Garlisch            
Brad Herickhoff
Doug Breberg
Mike Lehmann
DeeAnn Larson

Debra Olsen

RETIRED 
Don Loken 

ASSOCIATE
Mike Kluck 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Jennifer Breberg

2570 130th St.
Dawson, MN  56232

www.mnlica.org
mnlica2@gmail.com

                   Minnesota

LICA NEWSLICA NEWS 

PRESIDENT 

Dallas Loken 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Jesse James 

CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOARD 

Stuart Frazeur 

TREASURER 

Mark Olsen 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Mark Morreim 

Karlen Nelson 

Everett Garlisch 

Brad Herickhoff 

Doug Breberg 

Mike Lehmann 

DeeAnn Larson 

Debra Olsen 

RETIRED 

Don Loken 

ASSOCIATE 

Mike Kluck 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Jennifer Breberg 

MMIINNNNEESSOOTTAA  LLIICCAA  NNEEWWSS  
LLAANNDD  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTT  CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS  

OOFF  AAMMEERRIICCAA    
MMIINNNNEESSOOTTAA  CCHHAAPPTTEERR  

OOCCTTOOBBEERR//  
NNOOVVEEMMBBEERR  22002244  

  
22557700  113300tthh  SSttrr..  
DDaawwssoonn,,  MMNN    5566223322  
wwwwww..mmnnlliiccaa..oorrgg  
EE--mmaaiill::  

WELCOME  
New Associate:  Dakota Supply Group, 

Lance Loverink, Otsego, MN 

THANK YOU! 
 

TO ALL OUR SPONSORS AND 
MEMBERS FOR MAKING THE  

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP  
FUNDRAISER  
A SUCCESS! 

 

See inside this issue for a complete 
List of all the Sponsors, the  

Winners of the Sporting Clays 
and the Winning Golf Teams! 
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MN LICA BOARD MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

NOVEMBER 21, 5:00 PM 
BEST WESTERN PLUS  

NEW ULM, MN 

 

A DAD JOKE! 
 

“Why did the scarecrow win an  
Award at work? 

 
   Because he was  

 outstanding in  
   his field.” 

As fall has officially arrived, we all are in 
the final push for the 2024 session. It is 
one none of us will forget. It definitely 
has had its highs and lows.  
 
I always enjoy this time of year. A steady 
chance to get back into the field on a 
constant basis. Maybe even a little com-
bine time to scratch my farming itch.  
 
Wanted to thank everyone who was able 
to take time out of their busy schedule 
to come to the MnLICA Scholarship 
Fundraiser. It was a beautiful day; I feel 
like we all had the chance to unwind for 
a few hours. Special thanks to all of our 
Associates that helped with sponsor-
ship. Without your support none of 
these days are possible.  
 

On a personal note, I received quite a bit 
of static about my golfing apparel that 
day. Very noticeable some say? I wanted 
to set the record straight, the shorts I 
wore that day are a SALMON color not 
PINK!!  HA-HA! Thank You to Aaron and 
Kyle from Country Enterprises for bring-
ing their golf game. I left mine back in 
2001 apparently! It is quite impressive 
how much dirt a golf club can move! 
Just saying.  
 
Wishing everyone a safe fall as tractors, 
combines, trucks and contractors will 
be out in full force.  
 

Sincerely,  
MN LICA President Dallas Loken 
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History of Veterans day, November 11th 
 
On November 11, 1919, President Woodrow Wilson issued a message to his countrymen on the first Armistice Day, in 
which he expressed what he felt the day meant to Americans: 
 
A year ago, today our enemies laid down their arms in accordance with an armistice which rendered them impotent to 
renew hostilities, and gave to the world an assured opportunity to reconstruct its shattered order and to work out in 
peace a new and more just set of international relations. The soldiers and people of the European Allies had fought and 
endured for more than four years to uphold the barrier of civilization against the aggressions of armed force. We our-
selves had been in the conflict something more than a year and a half. 
 
With splendid forgetfulness of mere personal concerns, we remodeled our industries, concentrated our financial re-
sources, increased our agricultural output, and assembled a great army, so that at the last our power was a decisive 
factor in the victory. We were able to bring the vast resources, material and moral, of a great and free people to the as-
sistance of our associates in Europe who had suffered and sacrificed without limit in the cause for which we fought. 
 
Out of this victory there arose new possibilities of political freedom and economic concert. The war showed us the 
strength of great nations acting together for high purposes, and the victory of arms foretells the enduring conquests 
which can be made in peace when nations act justly and in furtherance of the common interests of men. 
 
To us in America the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the 
country's service, and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of 
the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of nations. 
 
The United States Congress adopted a resolution on June 4, 1926, requesting that President Calvin Coolidge issue 
annual proclamations calling for the observance of November 11 with appropriate ceremonies. A Congressional Act (52 
Stat. 351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made November 11 in each year a legal holiday: "a day to 
be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day'". 
 
In 1945, World War II veteran Raymond Weeks from Birmingham, Alabama, had the idea to expand Armistice Day to 
celebrate all veterans, not just those who died in World War I. Weeks led a delegation to Gen. Dwight Eisenhower, who 
supported the idea of National Veterans Day. Weeks led the first national celebration in 1947 in Alabama and annually 
until his death in 1985. President Reagan honored Weeks at the White House with the Presidential Citizenship Medal 
in 1982 as the driving force for the national holiday. Elizabeth Dole, who prepared the briefing for President Reagan, 
determined Weeks as the "Father of Veterans Day". 
 
US Representative Ed Rees from Emporia, Kansas, presented a bill establishing the holiday through Congress. Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower, also from Kansas, signed the bill into law on May 26, 1954. It had been eight and a half 
years since Weeks held his first Armistice Day celebration for all veterans. 
 
Congress amended the bill on June 1, 1954, replacing "Armistice" with "Veterans," and it has been known as Veterans 
Day since. 
 
The National Veterans Award was also created in 1954. Congressman Rees of Kansas received the first National Vet-
erans Award in Birmingham, Alabama, for his support in offering legislation to make Veterans Day a federal holiday. 
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 Associate Sponsors of the Scholarship Fundraiser included: 

& 
RDO Equipment Company 

Precision Intakes, LTD 
RossCo Equipment, Inc. 
Dakota Supply Group 

Country Enterprises, Inc. 
I S G 
Prins Insurance & UFG 

Noon meal Sponsored by: Morreim Drainage 
Beverages and Bar Sponsored by: 

 Larson Tiling, Inc.   &   Dakota Supply Group 
Thank you also to our host: 
Good Shot, Emmons, MN 
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Agri Drain 
1/3  Pg 

 

DON’T FORGET TO  
GET OUT  

AND  
VOTE 

NOVEMBER 5TH! 

NOW AVAILABLE! 
 

The History of  
Farm Drainage 

and the  
LICA Contractor 

 
Retail price: $59.95 
LICA Members can 
Get it for $49.95! 

Contact the  
MN LICA Office 
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Winners of the Sporting Clay Shoot:   
Left - 2nd Place Aaron Schlemmer, Country Enterprises 

Center - 1st Place Stephen Basness, Loken Excavating & Drainage 
Right - 3rd place Jaxson James, Steve James Excavating 
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RDO  
1/2 PAGE 

 
NEW AD  

Executive Director’s Report 
When this newsletter reaches you, we will be well into the fall construction season. Be safe out there, 
watch for others on the road, don’t rush and take time to talk over safety with your employees. “Safety is 
the foundation that holds a construction project together.” 
The Scholarship Fundraiser was a great success. I want to say “THANK YOU” again to those who attended, 
those that sponsored portions of the event and of course our GREAT Associates. We were able to raise 
about $2,400 to add to the Scholarship Fund! 
Notices for Membership and Associate Dues are out now, so remember to get those mailed in.  
Mn LICA again donated to the Children’s Hospital in coordination of the Day of the Dozer event held in 
September.  
The last Lunch & Learn Sponsored by LICA Region 4 was September 18th. This was a great presentation 
on Transitioning the Business to the Next Generation. If you missed it, the session was recorded. I will be 
sending out an email with a link to listen to this presentation.  
The winter convention will be here before we know it and registrations will be mailed out in November. 
So be watching for those. The board has made some suggestions on educational sessions, but as always if 
there is something you would like to see and/or learn about at the Convention, send me an email or text.  
I want to thank the Board of Directors for their ideas and support.  
Please mark your calendars for July 8-12, 2025, to attend the National LICA Summer Meeting. All infor-
mation can be found on the National LICA website: www.licanational.com under the events tab. Not all 
the information is there yet, but as they are finalized, they will be posted there.  
Have a great and safe fall construction season! 
Jennifer Breberg, Executive Director 
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MN LICA BOARD MEETING 
WILL BE HELD 

MARCH 14, 2024, 5:00 PM 
BEST WESTERN PLUS  

NEW ULM, MN 

As 2023 has ended and 2024 has begun we  
always seem to reflect on the past year.  How 
did we do? What could we have done better? A 
friend of mine Aaron passed away this past 
summer before he could harvest his crop.  
Aaron had a saying,  
“Don’t look back you are not going that way.” 
 

I think of him often and though we were not 
close friends, I think about his message. Start 
the day with a smile, some humor or maybe 
just a deep breath knowing everything will be 
fine. It’s amazing how infectious a smile, a posi-
tive attitude can be to those you surround. It’s 
important to look where we are going not  
always where we have been.  
 

Our patience gets tested every day. Whether it 
be, weather, equipment or staffing. Some of 
the best moments are teaching an employee a 
new task, or even when a plan comes together. 
I ask you to reflect on how you can help those 
around you? At the end of the day the ones 
that we help never realize what we are trying 
to do but they are in our thoughts. After all, 
their success is or success.  
 

I write these first paragraphs at the start of my 
presidency of MN LICA. We serve on this board 
to help everyone. If at anytime someone has 
thoughts or ideas my phone is always on. I 
hope this message find you well and safe trav-
els into 2024. 
Dallas Loken, MN LICA President 

“Work Safely
or 

HURT
GREATLY!”

 

RossCo Equipment, INC 
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 Na�onal & State Conven�ons 
 State & Na�onal Scholarship 

Awards 
 Newsle�er Communica�on 
 Legisla�ve Representa�on - State & 

United State Legislature 
 Exchange of Ideas 
 Adver�sing 
 Friendship 
 Pride of Excellence 
 State & Na�onal Membership Direc-

tories 
 U 0f M Accredited Trainings 
 MSHA Accredited Trainings 
 Accredited First Aid & Adult CPR 

training 
 Access to Drug & Alcohol Tes�ng 

program 
 Access to a wide variety of Associ-

ate Members for equipment, sup-
plies & advice in all areas of busi-
ness 

 Custom OSHA Compliant Safety Pro-
gam 

 Representa�on on the USDA’S State 
Technical Commi�ees 

 Representa�on on the Environmen-
tal Issues Council 

 Na�onal LICA Contractor Magazine 
 
 

 LICA Safety Portal - Access to Safety 
Manuals specic to your business 

 Sunbelt Rentals Discount 
 Cooper Tire Program 
 Petrocon Commodi�es Program 
 Petrocon Cat Replacement Parts 

Program 
 Petrocon Piston & Piston Kits 
 Machinery Trader Member Benet 

Promo�on, buy & sell equipment: 
Inventory Mgmt System, Premium 
Hosted Website w/free Banner Ad-
ver�sing, Ecommerce Benet, Cur-
rency Benet 

 LICA Discount for CONEXPO Educa-
�on sessions 

 Business & Family Legacy Planning 
 MASA Medical Transport Solu�ons 
 Health Insurance Plan-World Ins. 
 Cleanre Discount 
 LICA Beef Benet 
 Busy Busy �me tracking - Discount 
 Big Switch Products - Discount 
 SpotCast: The Video S�cker 
 Space Pen 
 Big Iron Auc�ons - Benet 
 ADMC Membership Discount 
 Networking with other Contractors 
 Telema�csplus Benet 
 VIP Free Equipment Valua�ons 

LICA AND MN LICA BENEFITS 
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You’ve worked hard to construct a 
reliable business that takes pride in 
excellent workmanship. That matters. 

UFG Insurance knows the importance of protecting the 
reputation you’ve built. 

As the carrier of choice, we’re proud to offer members of 
the Minnesota Chapter of LICA a special opportunity to 
participate in our trusted state LICA insurance program.

 Receive products and services tailored to unique  
 industry needs, including comprehensive risk control.

 Exceptional customer service that doesn’t end when  
 a contract is signed.

Find a UFG agent today at ufginsurance.com.

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

HARD WORK. 
RELIABILITY. 
PRIDE.
It’s what matters. 

© 2021 United Fire & Casualty Company. All rights reserved.

Is your  
equipment secured?
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prinsco.com800.992.1725

We’ve got 
your back

We understand how hard you 
work during the tiling season, 

that's why we are out in the 
field with you, answering 

questions, finding solutions 
and making sure you have pipe 

when and where you need it. 
Dig deep, go hard and count 

on us to have your back.

Find a Sales Rep in your area
prinsco.com/agsales
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TILE  
CUTTERS  
& PROBES

CUSTOM  
MARKING FLAGS

INTAKE COVERS
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Country Enterprises 

 
1/8    pg 

“Start each 
work week 

with  
Safety talks 

with  
employees” 

DID YOU KNOW? 
You need to be aware of a new Federal Acquisition Regulation published on June 2, 
2023. The FAR clause prohibits contractors from “having or using TikTok on any device 
used to conduct official business: for any federal government contract. This applies to 
all devices used by federal contractors to conduct official business regardless of wheth-
er the device is owned by the government, the contractor, or the contractor’s employ-
ees, meaning it can extend to include personal devices. By device it applies to comput-
ers, tablets, and cell phones. One example of a violation of the rule would be accessing 
your company email regarding a government contract on a phone with TikTok installed 
including by your employees.  
Why the rule? There are concerns about Chinese-owned TikTok and its collection of da-
ta. 
It is recommended that you check your contracts for this new provision going forward. 
Federal work in this case is not just your DOD level but also MnDOT and other federally 
funded entities. 
 

This information was found on the Association of Women Contractors website:  
https://awcmn.org under Barb’s Blog.  

NATIONAL SUMMER  
MEETING 

 

JULY 8-12, 2025 
DULUTH, MN 
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Winners of the Best Ball Golf Tournament:   

1st PLACE 

Left to Right 
Aaron Schlemmer, Country Enterprises 

Dallas Loken, Loken Excavating & Drainage 
Kyle Robinson, Country Enterprises 

2nd PLACE 

Left to Right 
Steve James, Steve James Excavating 

Erik Morrow, RDO Equipment Co. 
Cole James, Steve James Excavating 

3rd PLACE Special Awards 

Left to Right 
Lance Loverink, DSG 

Sydney Nelson, Loken Excavating & Drainage 
Jesse James, Steve James Excavating 

Left to Right 
Closest to the Pin - Aaron Boque, Morreim Drainage 

Longest Drive in the Fairway - Erik Morrow, RDO 
Equipment Co.  
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COUNTRY ENTERPRISES 
QUARTER PAGE   

TITAN MACHINER  
1/4 PG 

 
 

MNLICA WEB--www.mnlica.org 
 

Check out the MNLICA web-site: 
Membership: Benefits: Applications: 

Directory & Map 
Scholarship Application: Ladies 

 Activities 
Newsletter Archive: Contact 

 Information 
Calendar of Events: Legislative Issues: 

 National LICA 
 

Check out Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/MNLICA/ 
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2024 Board Member Meeting Attendance 
  

A = Absent   P = Present    C = Cancelled Meet 
 

Area/Director  Jan Mar  June   Aug  Nov 
 
Pres Dallas Loken P P P      P 

VP Jesse James P P P       P 

Tres Mark Olsen A P P       P 

Chrmn  Stu Frazeur P A A       P 

     (DWG Mtg) 

Mark Morreim  P P P        P 

Karlen Nelson  P A P        P 

Everett Garlisch P P P        A 

Brad Herickhoff P A A        A 

Mike Lehmann  P P P        A 

Doug Breberg  P P P        P 

Dee Ann Larson P P A        P 

Debra Olsen  P P P        P 

Don Loken  P A A        A 

Assc. Mike Kluck A A A        P 

Ex Dir Jenny Breberg P P P        P 

 
 

2024 –2025 UPCOMING EVENTS MNLICA  
Web-site: www.mnlica.org  

 
November 21, 2024, MN LICA Board Mtg, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 

January 8-10, 2025, State Winter Convention, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 
January 10, 2025, MN LICA Annual Meeting, Best Western Plus, New Ulm 
January– Febraury, 2025, MSHA training and Competant Person training 
February 11-15, 2025, National LICA Winter Convention, Jacksonville, FL 

 

JULY 8-12, 2025, NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING, DULUTH, MN 
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PRESIDENT 
Dallas Loken 
Loken Excavating & Drainage 
3695 Hoffman Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Jesse James 
Steve James Excavating 
3835 Park Dr. NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 
TREASURER 
Mark Olsen 
Big Woods Excavating LLC 
12825 190th Street East 
Nerstrand, MN 55053 
  
CHAIRMAN of the Board 
Stuart Frazeur 
Stu Frazeur Tiling 
Canby, MN  56220 
 
MNLICA  Executive Director 
Jennifer Breberg 
2570 130th Str 
Dawson, MN  56232 
mnlica2@gmail.com 
Phone: 320-226-6398 

OFFICERS  STATE DIRECTORS 

    
Mark Morreim   Karlen Nelson 
Morreim Drainage Inc.  Nelson Brothers Tiling LLC 
71610 263rd Street   43480 County Road 4 
Albert Lea, MN   Nicollet, MN  56074 
     
Everett Garlisch   Brad Herickhoff 
Eiden Farm Drainage   Ag Tech Drainage, LLC 
35127 746th Avenue   40536 US HWY 71 
St. James, MN    Sauk Center, MN  56378 
 
DeeAnn Larson   Michael Lehmann 
Landscape Gal LLC   Air-Row Surveying LLC. 
3343 Union Lake Trail   19184 State Hwy 22 
Northfield, MN  55057   Mankato, MN  56001 
 
Doug Breberg   Deb Olsen 
Larson Tiling, Inc   Big Woods Excavating, LLC 
812 Oak Street   12825  190th Street 
Dawson, MN  56232   Nerstrand, MN  55053 
 
Retired:    Associates  
Don Loken    Mike Kluck - USI 
Loken Excavating &  Drainage    
3695 Hoffman Drive NW 
Owatonna, MN  55060 
 

NATIONAL LICA 
3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 

SAVE THE DATE:  NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING, JULY 8-12, 2025 
DULUTH, MINNESOTA AT THE RADISON HARBORVIEW HOTEL 
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Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
2570 130th Street
Dawson, MN  56232

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


