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Meet 
Schumacher Brothers

Excavating, LLC
Red Wing, MN

MNLICA Field Day
Bioreactor Installation

AUGUST 6, 8:30am - 3:00pm

U of M Waseca Research 
& Outreach Station

Meet 
Flueger 

Construction, Inc.
Red Wing, MN

Pg. 6

Pg. 5



MnLICA NEWSLETTER Page 2 

 

 
 

GREETINGS 
 

From Your 
 

PRESIDENT 

                                                              

. 
Greetings everyone. I’m hoping this newsletter finds 

everybody healthy, well, and busy with summer construction 
projects. This July heat has been something else. Nordis, Don 
Loken and I just got back from Peoria, Illinois where the LICA 
Summer National Convention was held. It was a very good 
convention with excellent attendance from contractors and as-
sociates. As you might know the world headquarters for Cater-
pillar is in east Peoria so caterpillar treated us like royalty while 
we were there. We toured the cat plant where they build D-8 
thru D-11 crawler tractors and dozers. Talk about big iron, 
wow. Then we went on to see the parts warehouse and how that 
works. I’m not exactly sure , but I thought they said the parts 
building was 18.5 acres under roof. We seen research and de-
velopment area’s also, equipment demonstration’s and we were 
allowed to test drive some of the equipment.  Excellent meals, 
hoer derives, and an occasional cocktail were enjoyed by all. 
On Friday we were there again for the evening meal and operat-
ing demonstration. I was impressed by the size and speed of the 
dozers, loaders, scrapers, off road trucks, excavators etc. Once 
again we were wined and dined. The Convention meetings and 
classes were great and very educational. At the end of one tour-
ing day for supper. We went to a local contractors place for a 
septic demonstration and trade show. I was very impressed. 
LICA is a great organization, with some very professional con-
tractors which I witnessed in Illinois. I’m beginning to believe 
we owe it to potential members to offer our membership to 
them. If you’re not involved, get involved. You don’t know 
what you’re missing until you attend a LICA event. If you 
know contractors that are not in LICA let’s sign them up. 
Nordis has been working hard on a field day educational work-
shop at U of M Waseca.  This will be August 6 installing a bio 
reactor, please plan on attending this great event.  

 
 Thank you for your continuing support.   
 
Respectfully submitted, your president  
Kevin Bakken, MnLICA. 
 
 

To access what is going on with legislative and other issues 
or meetings please go to the following: 
 
MNLICA Web-site: www.mnlica.org or e-email  
 
mnlica_loken@charter.net or dnestrem@frontiernet.net. 
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www.zieglercat.com

Ziegler delivers.
Guaranteed.

ZIEGLER DELIVERS
We don’t just promise

At Ziegler, we have so much confidence in our people and our performance 
that we promise extraordinarily fast response times and the highest 
quality workmanship. And we back it up with guarantees:

We GUARANTEE we’ll have any part within 24 hours of your expected 
delivery time. If we don’t, the delivery charge to your location is FREE.

We GUARANTEE we’ll repair your equipment right the first time. All our 
maintenance and repair work carries a FREE one-year labor warranty.

We GUARANTEE we’ll get to your worksite within three hours – two hours in the 
Twin Cities and Des Moines metro areas. If we can’t, our travel charges are FREE.

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

GUARANTEED RESPONSE

GUARANTEED AVAILABILITY

Some restrictions apply. For complete details, contact your Ziegler representative or 
nearest facility or visit www.zieglercat.com/guarantees.
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 MEET 
WISCONSIN PLASTIC DRAIN TILE 

CORPORATION 
Jefferson, WI. 

 
 

 
 
Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile is a family owned and operated 
business.  It was founded in 1972 by Gary A. Fish.  To this day, 
he continues to be the Owner and President of Wisconsin Plastic 
Drain Tile.  In 1972, he set up shop in a little town called Al-
bion, WI.  The company resided there until 1994.  In 1994 we 
had outgrown our facility and moved to Jefferson, WI.  This is 
the location where we currently manufacture drain tile for the 
commercial market, as well as the farm drainage industry.  We 
produce drain tile ranging in size from 3” – 6”, along with fit-
tings in those sizes.  Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile also carries a 
full inventory of single wall tubing in sizes up to 18” and dual 
wall/smooth wall tubing in sizes up to 48”. 
 
In 2009, we again felt the need to expand our shipping capabili-
ties.  In October, we opened an inventory distribution yard just 
outside of Jesup, IA.  We currently maintain a large inventory of 
4”, 5” and 6” drain tile at that location.  We have employees 
there that are able to deliver truckloads to meet the needs of our 
customers. 
 
We maintain a fleet of seven (7) tractors and eleven (11) trailers.  
We continue to add trucks and trailers to our fleet in order to 
accommodate the continuing demand of our customers for quick 
and timely deliveries. 
 
If there is anything that we could do for you or answer any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to contact our sales staff at 800-362-
6642 or locate us on the web at www.draintile.com.  We plan to 
be at the State Convention in January, please stop by the booth 
and see the ladies in pink. 
 
Gary A. Fish 

NORTHLAND
TRENCHING
EQUIPMENT INC.

Inter-Drain 2050 GP

Your #1 Source
For New & Used

Trenchers & Plows
*Trimble Laser and GPS Systems

* Huge Parts Inventory
* Service
* Rentals

Check out our website for all the 
latest Inventory and info… 

www.northlandtrenching.com
E-mail: nte@hickorytech.net

Corporate Offi ce:
12929 410 Ave.  Waseca, MN 56093

Phone: 507-835-4214   Fax: 507-835-2032

Eastern Division:
3578 N. State Road 59   Brazil, Indiana 47834

Phone: 812-835-2900  Fax: 812-835-2535



SELF PROPELLED 
DRAINAGE PLOWS

• Contractor inspired innovations

• CAT® diesel engines

• Oscillating track frames & auto-self  
 leveling main frames

• Standard line fittings, hoses and fasteners

• Climate controlled cab

• Available as add-on or self propelled units
visit us on the web at 
www.rwfbron.com

Tel: 1-519-421-0036
Toll-Free 1-800-263-1060
Fax: 1-519-421-0028
Email: info@rwfbron.com
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Card Check Update 
John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations.   

14 JUN 10/jwp 

 
Since LICA has taken a position opposing the union supported ill-
named Employee Free Choice Act or Card Check legislation, I 
thought a bit of an update on its status might be in order.  With the 
primary elections conducted in many states last week, I’m sure you 
have been reading predictions in your local papers.  I was particularly 
interested in one primary and how it might tell us something about 
card check.  That was the senatorial primary in Arkansas where in-
cumbent Senator Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) was opposed by AR Lt. 
Gov. Bill Halter. 
 
I would admit to some bias here.  Sen. Lincoln really helped me when 
I was trying to get the Small Watershed Rehabilitation Act (PL 106-
472) passed.  She and Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-GA) were my principal 
champions in the Senate.  When Sen. Coverdell passed away unex-
pectedly in 2000, Sen. Lincoln picked up the ball and ran with it, 
helping secure passage.    
 
Lincoln opposed card check.  Halter favored it.  So “big labor” or the 
unions decided to make Lincoln an example, and they poured an esti-
mated $10 million into Arkansas in Halter’s behalf.  They did force a 
runoff, but when the smoke cleared, Lincoln won fairly comfortably.  
An exasperated official in the White House told Politico’s Ben Smith, 
“Organized labor just flushed $10 million of their member’s money 
down the toilet on a pointless exercise (1).” 
 
Since some House members seem more easily intimidated by union 
threats and campaign money, and card check has twice passed the 
House.  But thanks to opposition by Members from both political par-
ties, it has not won in the Senate.  Passing card check is still labor’s 
no. 1 legislative priority.   
 
For the unions, their desperation is a function of two realities.  First, 
only 7% of all private sector employees are union members.  Fewer 
members mean less dues revenue, which in turn reduces how much 
cash they have to give to politicians.  Second, labor finances are in 
bad shape.  The Service Employees International Union (SEIU) as an 
example, owes $156 million, including $94 million of the Bank of 
America and other lenders they tapped to help finance their 2008 po-
litical contributions.   
 
Card check, which union leaders think would enable them to recruit 
new members, is critically important to union’s future.  Unions have 
spent $400 million since 2006 seeking to ensure that card check be-
comes law.  The American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees Gerald McEntee said his union would spend another $50 
million in 2010 trying to protect congressional incumbents who sup-
ported their cause.   
  
This bad idea is not going away.  We must remain watchful and 
be prepared to communicate our views at critical times.     
 
Reference: 
 1.  The Examiner, newspaper, June 10, 2010, p2. 

RE: Mediation on Design Guidance
The University of Minnesota’s (UMN) Onsite Sewage Treatment Pro
gram (OSTP) is a multi disciplinary
education, outreach, and research program that has been providing
information and technical assistance
to industry professionals and the general public since 1974. OSTP be
lieves Design Guidance (DG) for
MSTS with flows over 5,000 gpd is not only necessary, but feasible.
There are several issues we would
like to highlight:
1. MSTS are currently permitted by local governmental units (LGU) in
cluding counties, cities and
townships. In order to assure protection of public health and the envi
ronment, DG is needed so
LGUs know how to review and permit the design, installation, and op
erational and performance
requirements of the systems Therefore, if the MPCA is unable to de
velop the DG for these
systems, the MPCA should consider reviewing, permitting and monitor
ing these systems with a
state permit.
2. UMN OSTP contends that further development of DG in areas of ni
trogen and phosphorus
assessment, groundwater mounding, and nitrogen treatment is attain
able. Although the science
around these issues is theoretically understood, its application to soil
based wastewater
treatment systems has not been widely researched. However, OSTP
believes conservative DG
can be developed based on the best available information and further
refined through a data
feedback mechanism.
3. OSTP asserts that within our program at the UMN, along with our
national partners, that we
have the technical capacity, to develop DG for the remaining issues that
have yet to be
reconciled (see attached memo and letter of support from the Univer
sity of Arizona).
4. A broad group of stakeholders should be contacted for input into this
issue, as many will be
affected by the outcome(s) of the mediation. The 2007 Licensing Task
Force (recently solicited
to provide their response to mediation emailed on 02/05/2010) is
dominated by board licensed
professionals. The group does not represent all stakeholders nor does it
provide for equal representation among affected parties.



EPA rule on light-duty vehicle emissions. 
John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations.  21 MAY 2010/jwp 

 
While Congress wrestles yet again with climate change legislation promoted as an energy bill, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
is charging ahead with awful regulations designed to punish key sectors of our struggling economy while yielding little or nothing in the way 
of actual environmental improvement.  This week EPA published a rule on light-duty vehicle emissions, so the regulations are truly under-
way.  This has the possibility of affecting many LICA members. 
 
The stringent EPA regulations now being enacted were supposed to have been proposed to force Congress to choose cap-and-trade or tax 
legislation as an alternative to these regulations.  That legislation has stalled in Congress.  The EPA regulations have not.     
 
Legal challenges abound.  In addition to the Southeastern Legal Foundation’s administrative legal challenge and actions with the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia, dozens of organizations representing industry, consumers, and elected officials have challenged the 
flawed scientific and legal basis for enacting the regulations.  Fifteen states that will bear a huge burden under the new regulations have gone 
to court to stop the EPA.  I am pleased that my Commonwealth of VA is one of them.  VA, TX, FL, AL and others have argued that carbon 
dioxide – the greenhouse gas under scrutiny – has not been proven to harm human health under the clean air act.  These states are actually 
subjecting the global warming consensus to scrutiny that it cannot withstand.  While smearing those who have the audacity to question their 
edicts, the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the EPA have been caught red-handed basing their conclusions on “science” 
that on key issues was shoddy at best and fraudulent at worst. 
 
The issue is carbon dioxide, the gas we breathe out and plant life breathes in, a trace gas comprising only 388 parts out of every million in 
the atmosphere.  While we should be having a scientific debate resulting in sound public policy, what we really have is a political struggle 
with a scientific component. 
 
Why the rush to enact trillion-dollar regulations?  Why the determined exclusion of critical evidence demonstrating that the rules are based 
on flawed science?  To force Congress and/or the EPA to act quickly before the public can catch on and influence things. 
 
Here are the states taking sides in the fight over EPA regulations: 
 
For:      Against: 
 
NY      FL 
CA      IN 
MA      SC 
AZ      AK 
CT      NE 
DE      HA 
IA      KY 
IL      LA 
ME      MS 
MD      ND 
NH      OK 
NM      SD 
OR      UT 
RI      MI 
VT      VA 
WA      TX 
PA      AL 
MN 
 
Do any of you remember the story of the emperors new cloak?  That cloak is something to see!    
 
 
SOURCE:  Goessling, Shannon L. Executive Director and Chief Legal Counsel, Southeastern Legal Foundation, Carbon Bootprint: States 
divide over new EPA rules, Commentary, Washington Times, Friday, May 21, 2010, page B1.  
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SSTS Code Amendments – Next Steps  
By Carol Nankivel, MPCA  

 

The MPCA has proposed some additional amendments to the SSTS rules.  Although at first glance it can look like there are many 
changes being proposed, the actual effect of the amendments can be divided into four categories – amendments based on new 
laws, grammar and citation corrections, small technical changes and a few significant corrections and clarifications.  The 
MPCA’s proposed amendments to the Subsurface Sewage Treatment System (SSTS) rules have been pub-
lished in the State Register and have been open for public comment since June 21, 2010.  You can find the 
proposed changes in the June 21, 2010, State Register http://www.comm.media.state.mn.us/bookstore/
stateregister/34_51.pdf.  
The changes are being made to the state SSTS rules that were adopted back in February, 2008.  The Spring 
2010 issue of the MPCA SSTS newsletter, the SSTS REPORT, which was recently sent to all licensed SSTS 
businesses and local government programs, provided information on how to participate in this rulemaking 
process.  (If you missed it and would like to read this article, it is available at the MPCA’s SSTS website at 
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/wastewater/ssts/ and click on “SSTS Reports, Legislation, Research and 
Enforcement Action” in the menu on the left under “In this Section”.)  
The “Dual Notice” that was published in the State Register along with the proposed rules, described the 
process for commenting on the rules and provided two possible routes for the rulemaking.  People were in-
vited to either make their comments in writing or they can ask the MPCA to have a hearing so that they can 
present their comments in person.  In either case, an independent Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) will be 
involved to review the comments and decide on the reasonableness of the MPCA’s responses to the com-
ments.  The MPCA has made advance arrangements for hearings, which, if hearings are required, will be 
held on August 2 and 3, 2010.  If you are interested in knowing whether there will be hearings, and the de-
tails of hearing times and locations,  you can check the rulemaking website after the close of the comment 
period on July 21, 2010 at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/wastewater/ssts/ or contact Carol Nankivel at 
the number or addresses below.  You may also view the proposed rules, the Dual Notice and the MPCA’s 
Statement of Need and Reasonableness at that website. 
Please note: comments and requests for a hearing must be in writing (either faxed, e-mailed or mailed) and 
received by 4:30 on July 21, 2010.  After the close of the comment period there are still many more steps to 
complete the rulemaking. These final steps, which will vary depending on whether or not hearings are held, 
may include an extended comment period, a review period by the ALJ, adoption by the MPCA Board and 
two more points of review by the Governor’s Office.  These steps will take several more months to complete 
and the MPCA does not expect the amendments to be finalized until early 2011.   
 
For more information, please contact Carol Nankivel at ssts.pca@state.mn.us  

or at MPCA, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, Mn. 55115-4194; phone (651/757-2597); fax 651/297-8676. 

FEDERATED INSURANCE WHERE ARE WE? 
In western Minnesota you can find our offices and representatives 
 at the following cities: 
 
Willmar:  Nate Sannes (manager), Matt Dawson 
 
St. Cloud: Ryan Donovan, Pat Giambruno, Rick Roehl,  
  Mike Ziemann 
Bemidji: Scott Pearson 
 
Fergus Falls: Kyle Rohlfs 
 
Moorhead: Nathan Mahlik 

THE POTTY 
A three year old boy is sitting on the toilet. His mother thinks he 
has been in there for too long, so she goes in to see what’s up. The 
boy is reading a book. But every 10 seconds or so he puts the book 
down, grips onto the toilet seat with his left hand and hits himself 
on top of his head with the right hand. His mother says, “Billy, are 
you all right? You’ve been in here for quite a long time”. Billy 
says, “ I’m fine mommy; I just haven’t gone doo-doo yet.” Mommy 
says, “Ok, you can stay a bit longer. But, Billy why are you hitting 
yourself on the head”? Billy says, “ Works for the ketchup doesn’t 
it”! 
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DIRECTORS REPORT 
 

Hope this finds all of you in the field and busy! Re-
gion lV has a membership competition going on. If 
Minnesota gets the most new members or the highest 
percent of new membership our Region lV Vice Presi-
dent, Steve Miller of Iowa will give out $250.00 for 
each. Let’s see if YOU can get just “ONE”! 
MNLICA is planning a field day on August 6th, please 
try to attend. It will involve hands on “Bioreactor In-
stallation”. These are usually fun and a lot of great net-
working goes on between you. MNLICA needs YOU! 
So come and have FUN while doing a hands on train-
ing for employers & employees. 
 
MNLICA is changing the State Convention location 
for 2011, due to the Owatonna site was getting too 
SMALL! Great, that means more of you are attending. 
We will go to the Best Western Hotel in North Man-
kato, January 16-18. Yes, there is a POOL for the kids. 
We hope all of you will take the time to attend the 
Tradeshow and trainings. This is a great time to make 
new friends and visit with past friends and network! 
MNLICA needs YOU there! 

DRUG AND ALCOHOL COMPLIANCE 
 
Several members have asked where there is a company to 
use to comply with the MN. Drug & Alcohol testing re-
quired by the state. MNLICA has a program through Mid-
west Compliance Inc. that you can join for a fee. This com-
pany has three levels of services to fit all sizes of compa-
nies and their needs. For cost and form please call them at 
320-656-1396 or 800-656-1396 and ask for Sandra Brak-
stad. For more information on what this covers call Nordis 
at 507-789-5725 or cell 507-649-1771. 

 
TIERRA VERDE PROPERTIES 

575-648-2326 or 575-491-0633 
Tony & Patsy Sanchez 

THAW OUT IN NEW MEXICO 
Never known a hurricane. 

Very seldom known a tornado. 
 Seldom known a flood. 

10 degrees happened once, we think. 
Winter temps 50-60’s and UP. 

Carrizozo snow usually 3-4 inches, gone by noon. 
Ski area 35 minutes away.  

Visit our web-site and find a nice retreat from winter woes. 
www.t-v-p.com 

How does your policy stack up?

For more information, contact your insurance agent or visit www.prinsins.com.

LICA RECOMMENDED INSURANCE PROGRAM

- Policies designed specifically for dirt movers
- A safety group program, over $1,000,000 paid back to LICA 
  contractors in the form of a dividend

Copyright © 2010 Continental Western Group, LLC. All rights reserved.
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MEMBER BENEFITS 

1. TERM LIFE INSURANCE & AD&D INSURANCE 
2. CONTRACTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
3. NATIONAL &  STATE NEWSLETTERS 
4. SAFETY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS 
5. OSHA TRAININGS 
6. MSHA TRAININGS 
7. ISTS-SSTS TRAININGS 
8. UPDATES ON THE NEWEST LAWS/REGULATIONS 
9. FELLOWSHIP with the Friendly Competition 
10. DISCOUNTS AT NATIONAL CHAIN HOTELS 
11. LAND & WATER MAGAZINE 
12. STATE/NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR YOU 
13.   & EMPLOYEES CHILDREN/GRANDCHILDREN 
13. SAFETY MANUAL WITH OSHA FORMS 
14. WINTER & SUMMER CONVENTIONS 
15. ACCESS TO DRUG & ALCOHOL TESTING 
16. REWARD PROGRAM FOR THEFT & VANDALIZED 
       EQUIPMENT 
17. GAIN LEADERSHIP & ORGANIZATIONAL  SKILLS 
18. ACCESS TO A WIDE VARIETY OF EQUIPMENT 
      SUPPLIES & ADVICE IN AREAS OF BUSINESS 
19. SELF-INSURED WORK COMP PROGRAM ACCESS 
20. FLEX SYSYTEM/BIZ PLANS; PERKS CARD 
21. ADDITIONAL TERM LIFE, RETIREMENT PROGRAM 
22. REPRESENTATION ON USDA COMMITTEE & the  
    NATIONAL WATERSHED COALILITION COMMITTEE                

    & the COMMON GROUND ALLIANCE 
23. REPRESTATION AT MN. & WASHINGTON D.C. 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Please enroll me as a Member of the Minnesota Land 
Improvement Contractors Association. I understand 
That I will receive all member benefits, and that they will 
begin as soon as my application is approved and 
My dues are received in the State Office. My membership 
fee includes membership in the National Land 
Improvement Contractors of America. 
 
Name:________________________________________ 
Spouse:_______________________________________ 
Company:____________________________________ 
Address:______________________________________ 
City,State,Zip:_________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________ 
Fax:__________________________________________ 
E-Mail:_______________________________________ 
Birthday (for Ins.):_____________________________ 
 
Please enclose check payable in the appropriate amount 
as indicated below and mail this form to: 
MNLICA, 1146 Ironwood Ave., Owatonna, MN. 55060. 
Contractor Member   $350.00 
Associate Member   $200.00 
Retired Member   $  50.00 
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FOR SALE 
John Deere 2000 650H LGP Dozer 

6-way Blade, Cab, heat, AC 
Counter weight, drawbar, 24” pads 

One owner, excellent condition, manuals 
Call Otto Templin, Hutchinson 

1-320-587-8210 or 320-583-4550 cell 
$37,500.00 

FOR SALE 
1997 New Way– Hitchhiker 31 foot camper 

5th wheel 
Excellent condition—Sleeps 4 

Never smoked in and no children 
Don & Jan Loken 

1-507-446-8478 or 507-456-4310 cell 
Asking $18,200.00 

Tropical Grilled Pork Chops 

1-clove garlic   1/2 cup sugar  

1-1/2 cups unsweetened applesauce 

1 tsp. chili powder  3 pineapple rings-chopped  

1 mango: peeled, seeded & chopped 

1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper  1 pinch white pepper 

1/4 tsp. salt   1 pod cardamom seeds 

1/3 cup soy sauce  1/2 tsp. cilantro 

1/2 cup water (or as needed) 1/3 cup wine vinegar 

1 tsp. vegetable oil  2 tsp. lemon juice 

1/4 cup rice wine vinegar 1 fresh jalapeno pepper, minced 

6 pork chops; 

With a mortar & pestle, mash together the garlic, chili powder, cayenne, & 
cardamom seeds. Stir in spice paste & cook until it begins to bubble, about 30 
seconds. Stir in vinegar & cook without boiling for 2 minutes. Stir in sugar 
until it dissolves. Mix in mango, salt, cilantro, lemon juice & jalapeno, simmer 
for 20 minutes. Stir in applesauce & pineapple, simmer 10 minutes. Season 
with white pepper. Place in a bowl, cover & refrigerate until ready to use. To 
prepare marinade, mix 2/3 cup of the salsa with soy sauce & 1/3 cup vinegar. 
Place pork chops in a large plastic bag & pour marinade over chops, place in 
refrigerator for 1 hour. Prepare grill on med-heat. Drain marinade from bag, & 
heat in saucepan until boiling. Lightly oil grill plate. Place chops on grill for 10 
minutes turning once and basting with boiled marinade. Serve chops with 
remaining warm salsa mixture. 

 

Highlights of the Peoria, IL Convention 

President, Kevin Bakken, Don Loken & Nordis Estrem 
attended the convention from July 13-16th. We at-
tended meetings; trainings & had some fun at Caterpil-
lar’s demonstration grounds; plus met old friends and 
made new ones!  
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MNLICA WEB MAIL 

To get items on the MNLICA Web page please  
contact Mike Lehman at 507-345-5263 or you may 

e-mail him at 

 

Small Businesses Eligible for 

Health insurance tax credit 

 

Small businesses can now apply for tax credits on 
money spent this year on health insurance for employ-
ees. 

The credit is one of the first health care reform provisions 
to go into effect. The credit, which takes effect this year, 
is designed to encourage small employers to offer health 
insurance coverage for the first time or maintain cover-
age they already have. 

We want to make sure small employers across the nation 
realize that—effective this year—they may be eligible for 
a valuable new tax credit, says IRS Commissioner Doug 
Shulman. We urge every small employer to take advan-
tage of this credit if they qualify. 

In general, the credit is available to small employers who 
pay at least half the cost of single coverage for their em-
ployees in 2010. It’s specifically targeted to help small 
businesses & tax-exempt organizations that primarily 
employ low-to-moderate income workers. 

For tax years 2010 to 2013, the maximum credit is 35% of 
premiums paid by eligible small business employers & 
25% of premiums paid by eligible employers that are tax-
exempt or organizations. The maximum credit goes to the 
smaller employers—those with 10 or fewer full-time em-
ployees, paying an annual average wage of $25,000.00 or 
less. Because the eligibility rules are based in part on the 
number of full-time employees, businesses that use part-
time help may qualify even if they employ more than 25 
individuals. The credit is completely phased out for em-
ployers with 25 full-time employees or more or pay aver-
age of $50,000.00 per year income. 

Eligible businesses can claim the credit as part of the gen-
eral business credit starting with the 2010 income tax re-
turn they file in 2011. 

For more information, visit www.irs.gov. 

 

 
WHAT: MNLICA IS PLANNING A FIELD DAY 

 
WHY: NEW TECHNOLOGY IS OUT THERE 

ON BIOREACTOR INSTALLATION  
 

          WHERE: WALDORF, MN 
 
          WHEN: AUGUST 6, 8:00 AM 
 
Sponsored by: MNLICA; ADMC; U of M Waseca 
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OFFICERS AREA STATE DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT 
Kevin Bakken 
Bakken Excavating, LLC 
9600 South Dennison Blvd. 
Northfield, MN. 55057 
612-328-2784 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Mark Morreim 
Morreim Drainage, Inc. 
71610 263rd Street 
Albert Lea, MN. 55007 
507-826-3449 
 
TREASURER 
Jim Walker 
Barnett Brothers, Inc. 
41375 State Hwy. 13 
Kilkenny, MN. 56052 
Phone:507-364-8869 
 
CHAIRMAN 
Doug Gysbers 
Doug’s Backhoe Service 
6551 357th Street Way 
Cannon Falls, MN. 55009 
507-263-5630 
 
MNLICA OFFICE 
Nordis Estrem-Exec. Director 
Estrem Excavating, Inc. 
4605 County 49 Blvd. 
Dennison, MN. 55018 
Phone: 507-789-5725 
Fax: 507-789-6033 
dnestrem@frontiernet.net 
Cell: 507-649-1771 
 
Jan Loken—Exec. Director 
Don Loken Drainage, Inc. 
1146 Ironwood Avenue 
Owatonna, MN. 55060 
Phone: 507-446-8478 
Fax: 507-446-0602 
mnlica_loken@charter.net 

 
NATIONAL LICA 

3080 Ogden Avenue 
Suite 300 
Lisle, IL.  60532 
Phone: 630-548-1984 
Fax: 630-548-9189 

 
Chuck Wingert-SE Vice Chair  Mark Gregor 
Wingert Realty & Land Surveying  Gregor Tiling 
Mankato, MN. 56001   Minnesota Lake, MN. 56068 
 
Bruce Holst-SE Area Chair  Darren Anderson 
Bruce’s Back-hoe Service, Inc.  Anderson Rock & Lime, Inc. 
Goodhue, MN. 55027   Cannon Falls, MN. 55009 
 
Don Estrem-SE Sec. & Treasurer  Kevin Ellingson 
Estrem Excavating, Inc.   Ellingson Company, Inc. 
Dennison, MN. 55018   West Concord, MN. 55985 
 
Don Loken    
Don Loken Exc. & Drainage   
Owatonna, MN. 55060    
 
Karlen Nelson-SW & NO. Area Chair  
Nelson Brothers Tiling  
Nicollet, MN. 56074   
 
Stu Frazeur    Doug Breberg  
Stu Frazeur Tiling   Larson Tiling, Inc. 
Canby, MN. 56220   Dawson, MN. 56232 
 
Justin Wildfeuer    Roger Molenaar-Retired 
Gass Trenching, Inc.   Molenaar Drainage 
Fulda, MN. 56131   Renville, MN. 56284 
     
Greg Walsh    Kent Rodelius-Associate 
Greg Walsh Enterprises   Prinsco, Inc. 
Murdock, MN. 56271   Willmar, MN. 56201 
 
Otto Templin    James Becvar-Associate 
E & T Contracting, Inc.   Century Plastics, Inc. 
Hutchinson, MN. 55350   Hayfield, MN. 55940 

2010 UPCOMING EVENTS 
MNLICA Web-site:www.mnlica.org 

August 6 Field Day; Bioreactor Installation Waseca, MN 
    

September 17 MNLICA Board Meeting 8:30am  Montgomery 
September 17 Golf Scholarship Best Ball—Noon Montgomery 
       Golf Course 
Fall/Winter Area & Board Meetings   to be determined 
2011 
January 16-19 MNLICA State Convention  Best Western  
       North Mankato 
March 8-10 OSHA,MSHA, 1ST AID; CPR          Red Wing, Dennison,  
       Worthington 
 
March 20-21 National LICA Convention  Las Vegas 
  
July 11-16 National LICA Summer Mtg.         Kahler Grand, Rochester 



Land, the foundation of the nation,
the basis of all wealth,

the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,

the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fi ber and fuel,

the basis of factories,
the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly pass the land by.
What man fi nally does with the land

will be the deciding factor in his survival.

MNLICA
1146 Ironwood
Owatonna, MN  55060

THE LICA CREED

Address Service Requested


